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TO THE WORSHIP- 


Full his worthy good friend, [own 
Baxter Eſq.at Mayfield in Suſſex, 
Gracg and Peace. 


Ir, to erre in ſpeculative Do- 
3 £H| Arines , chiefly where the ſo- 
FAY veraigtie and ſufficiencie of 
- L the Scriptures 15 maintayned 
3 | (as it is with us ) is not ſo fre- 
quent nor ſo cafie, as to mi- 
ſtake ih matters praQtical : Er- 
rors in dorine are more dan- 
—_ but corruptions in pratice are more often, 
y reaſon that our pratice lowes immediatly from 
more various and weake principles in us, than our 
ſpeculations doe. Hence wee ſee that in matters di- 
vine amongſt us, where the Scriprures are in force 
and have their due place, there are few errours in 
the dorine,many faults inthe praQtice, For an in- 
ſtancewe need goe no further than the Sacrament 
of the Supper: the dorine whereof ,is,by the bleſ- 
fing of God,out of queſtion for the Orthodoxie of 
itin our Church. But where _ cannot taint = 
2 _ 
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The Epiitle Dedicatory. 
Dodrine,there he will corrupt the Practice all hee \ 
s 1.Cot. ' can: ſowefindethat in S. Pew/s timethe * Practice p 
of this Sacrament was rather growne faultic, than w 
the Dodrine za type of our daycs, wherein wee ſee ol 
the people growne carcleſle, remiſle, and prophane ca 
d : Cor.r1.29 for the practice inthe receiving of this Sacrament, th 
ſo veric few prepare themſclves in a ® diſcerning '* 
manner, In matters morall and divine (contrarietg9 de 
what we ſce in things naturall ) we leape trom one de 
« Maldonin Ccxtreameto another ſine wedis,trom ſuperſtition to no 
Joh.6. prophaneneſle, from bad toworle, © Papiſts and we re! 
2 Auk. de me. CE that this Sacrament is not to be given to chil- th 
Selt. dren,w| inethemſclves : * we allfa bc 
riepeccar|1. dren,who cannotexamine t y, 
c:4.& «ſim thar to this Sacrament there 1s required 2 perſonal! yec 
Terrlaaducr, 2nd aprevialldiſpolitionin the receiver, an opwe0- thi 
Marcion. perartw, and yet wee finde our people comerto the wi 
—— Lords Table,thogh not children inyears,yet in un- ha 
ſome in Bobe. derſtanding.Nay do wenot hear the very beſt com- rel 
mia Chryprz- plain much this way ? their gricte is,thatthis Sacra- nc 
+90 apron ment doth them litrle y_u : and where one com- de 
bard deRelig. Plaines of his unprofitable hearing the Word,ma- thi 
Kul. ny bemone their uncomfortable recciving of this cre 
Sacrament, What may be thought the cauſe 2 are Wa 
they not both the veric ordinances of Gqd ? Yes,l ne 
« Ex4%. Kknow that Sacraments have a certaine *voyce, and 10) 
__ that they are a kinde of viſible words : yet there is wi 
cron P au» . _ 
Go not that * iv4 vox inthe Sacrament adminiftred,as yo 
g Laces is inthe Word preached. Now this 8 force which Sc| 
engywer Ibid. j- inthe lively voyce of the Preacher, doth helpe Ski 
muchtoqualificthe Hearer. Let this then goe for ric 


atruth,that amongſt ſome other reaſons of this dif- 


ference, one maine cauſe why we ſay and fecele that 
we 
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we profit lefle by this Sacramenr,than by the Word 
preached, is, for that as we ſhould prepare more,ſfo 
we doe prepare lefſe betore-hand to the receiving 
of this Sacrament. The way then to cure this diſ- 
eaſc, is to prepare and fit our ſelves better; and to 
that end is this buoke, ſerving rather to prepare the 
Communicant inthe practice, than to lefend the 
doctrine of this Sacrament. A good book, & in our 
dead and unſavory times very needfull : which 1 
now dedicateto you /toſay nothing of mince owne 
reſpetts) for reaſons taken from the deceaſed Au- 
thor. Were hee alive, and ſay hee would print this 
booke, you are the man whoſe name it ſhould bear ; 
you ſupported the vine that bore this, and manic 0- 
ther excellent grapes : his ſtudies had ſhrunke and 
withered, cven then when they were abour to knit, 
had it not been for you and your exhibitions. To 
tell you what great charge you beſtowed on him, I 
nced not : totell the world in print,isathing you 
defirenot; only I would men of quality would ſtay 
their hands from their exceſſes upon unprofitable 
creatures, and learne of youto ſhew their bounty,in 
watcring ſuch plants as this was ; and then they 
needenor repent of their exceſſes, but rather re- 
ioyce with you for their expences: And I could 
wiſh, that every Gentleman of ranke, could ſay,as 
youcan, thatin his time he hath raiſed up an able 
Schollar, a learned Divine, a well ſtudied Arrift, a 
Skilfull Linguiſt,and,which is the ſoule of all, a ve- 
ric godly Miniſter. Had he lived, you had enioyed 

A 3 him, 
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The Epiſtle Detlicatory. ; 
him, and he you ; but he is gone to enioy the Lord, 
and in the reading of this his booke, you may in 
ſome ſort enioy him. And {trch as read this mh the 
reſt of his labours , if they profitnot by them, ler 
them blame themſelves:if they do(as I am certaine 

many doe) next unto the Lord, let them 
thank you, and bleſſe God for him 
and you,to whom I com- 
mit both you and 
yours, & rc- 
mainc 


Yours inthe Lord Chriſt, 


Ricard Capti, 
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To the Reader. 


Ourteous Reader, if any other 
v<) print this book according to any 
8 notes, 1 thought good to giue 
2:5) thee notice, that this is a——_—_ 
tothe Originall, under the Authors owne 
hand ; left unto mee, vwwhen he departed this 
world: and therefore take this as the onely, 
true, and genuine Copy. Ando fr 
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AN-INTRODVCTION 


To the worthy receiving of the 
Sacrament of the Lords 
SVPPER, 
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Of rrue is that of Salomon,Pre.1 9.2 
Without knowledge the minds © not 
N goed : and, Hee thar baſteth with bu 

© teet ſeth, True, where the minde 
wy, wants knowledge, the foot will bee 

haftie, Ignorance and Raſhneſle are 

6 4 inſeparable companions: but this is 

true alſo , that Knowledge alone 
cannot make a man good : Where 
the minde hath knowledge, the foote may be lazie ; and 
where knowledge abounds, negligence may abound too, 

Now of the tewo AMmers crimmu reatus oft , legem neſcire, 
quam ſpernere as Salvian ſpeakes; and an maadaledpratis De Gub.l 
comming from ignorance, isfarre more tolerable, than 

wiltuil difobedienceconvicted and condemned by know- 

ledge There is then aneceſlity for practice tofollow after 
knowledge, and there isalfoan excellency wherein pra- 
ice goes before knowledge, as the end alwaics deſerves 
more love and praiſe than the meanes. The younger bro- 
ther in order of Nature, hath here the pre m—_ be 
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bleſſed abore the elder: which | ſpakenot tomake diviſion 
among brethren, and (ct atoddes thele ewoparts of Reli. 
gion by a quarrelſome compariſon ; but that | may have 
leave at this time to doe as Jacob lometime did,when AL:- 
waſſch and Epbraie were preſented vnto him by 1sſeph 
namely,to crofſe my hands of purpoſe;'”and,contrary to m 
uſuallcourſe, ay my right "as +6 a the head of the young 

my lefthand on the head of the clder brother:T mcan that 


= reas in the handling 7 the natureot the | noly yYacCTamet 


” \ by 14 - a "I F 
of the Lords Supper, a twofold con'ideration ofers 
, LA ' | 
ſclte ;the © vec NCErNi! ing knowlcdve, in theexplication 


the nature of the m' j\terics cont; UNCC therein * the othe!: 
concerning our relkgious practice 1nthecculcbration there. 
of, You will not be dilp! lcaſed if 1 firſt begin w ith practice 
iniiſtinguponſuch holy ducties as concerne us in going a- 
bout this buſincfle ; laying atide, for a whilc,fch contem 
plations abour thc nature of this Sacrament, as ferves on 


to informe our knowicdge.. I have made choice of t . R. 
COU! - asthat which 151. moreneccflary tor this Audito- 
ric, 2, molt neceſlary tor this ſubict,the Sacrament, w! 


none amongſt us, fo rudely and iznorantly bred up under 
ſuch gOVernours,as Countrey or Vnuverlity hath aFurded. 
but that he is turnithed with iucha competency of k bows 
ledge, as tOgivea reaſonable account of hts taith touchir 

thc dodrine of the Sacraments: Yer it there be any wh F- 
!Enorance in this behalte may make them bluta, to fuch 


with 21 INCTC ale ot g94d! iy caretulncſlc | 1 theirs gEOVET! JOUT'S, 


* 


af 1 we are to ſpe ake. 1 may ui charity hope, that « Fevaag is 


r | ey. will DTOV idc tor thc ac lvanccmen of | I\C $40 


«11 as Lear! 1ing,nthoſe thatare underthem; and 


} —_k X ſe 
more conſcionablc indult y 1n tacmic LES, TO h« 1K an. 
_ , AC 0 _—_ 1 * . . 
romimAhon, andto make utc of allluch mcancs as thcy 
= $4 * þ % —_ . ; FR , - - mm o 
That! c - wap | unto, for hCAatranuncne of KNOWIeaUgc 11 
Ms and other points of truc Rev1tion, For the Satramcnt 
- 8 . . . & » «| 2 - | ' 
| ſcite; wee [hail noterre in failownmeg that rule , whic 
: 1 SALT 4 , f) o -y 4 $ | \\ i - —_— . | 
O'GSTruennati VINQUUIY,COAOAT, VV CC IHLLAKTENC DETTCET KjYOWM 
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for recervims the Sacrament, 
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to practice our knowne 4 cry, And theretforc - this SACr2- 
ment being i1{tiruted in thy Church tor | he continuall cx. 
ercife ot many heavenly graces of the Saints, much rather, 
than tor the employm.Int of their wits i long di tures and 
curioas fpcc ularior 5 abour the nature of this huly ordi- 
nance ; it willbee, i hope, not unit, fir{t to acquaint you, 
how this Sacrament {crves tor the increaſe ot grace un the 
hearrs of the god:y, and hcreatrer, as God ſhall give abtliry 
and opportunity, to untoid the truth in fuch controvericd 
doubrs, as have beenc raiſed touching this Sacrament, ra« 
ther by the darkneſlſc and ſuperſtition ot mens brain-s.tl an 
from any trucdi#Fculty that can be found inthe taſtitncion 
it ſz'te. I come theretore m the firit place, to put you in 

minde of that which concernes our Chriſtian practice a- 

bont this Sacrament, where our ducty is twotold : 

1, Afrequentcelcbration of this Sacrament. 

2. Aright remembranceof Chrilts death , ſet forth 

unto us therein, 

; Boththeſe dueties are compriſed and commended to us 

in thoſe words ot the inſtitution, in 1,Cor. 11. 

Avgaine, Verſe 24. Thi: d « yen remembrance of mee, And, 

2 er(e 25, T hue doe 44 oft as yee drmigit,m emmtruzcy 
of mee. 

: Verſe 26, For a4 often at ye fall cate this bread anid d mice 
his cp, yee doe ſb-w the Lov; ire come. 

Theſc words doe plaincly containe thofe two foremer- 
tioned ductics, con cerningthe time when this Sacramen 
is tobe celebrated, and that 1s,Ofrem ; and touching the ma- 
acr cr end of its celebration which is,a perpetuall Remcm- 
» brance ot the death of Chriſt. 

a For the firit, that its a neceflary duety which lies upon 
EVETIry ONIC, otre: 176 trequet 1469 his Sacramet It; It WCre oncly 
to be n hed that { ur pr a Tice Were aSconht la DO Ic.2 IS UT 

: con{ciences are gencrally convicted of the trurh of it Yet 

it any man lit roC uot , thy te rcalons may perly adc hum 

| that will not be obſtinate. 
1, The Commandementot Chriſt, [ This doe 4 often 4s 
B 2 ye! 
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yee drimke ot. 7] inixcs here implies a wars as often as yee 
doe it, therefore docit often ; not once in our age as Bap. 
tiſme,ncucr to be repeated; nor onceayeareand no more, 
as the Paſlcover: bar many times in our age, many times in 
a yeare, accordingas the Saints in the Primitive Church 
underſtoodthe meaning of theſe words, and not as ſome in 
theſe times , when Sophiſtry hath wraugled out Duvinity, 
would ſeeme tocavill; that becauſe the words runne [" Dos 
it 44 #ft 4s yee eate this vread, nd drinks this cup ] theretore is 
is attheir diſcretion to doe ic as ſeldome as they pleaſe. 

2. Theirowne neceſſity may perſwade them , if they 
can be ſenſible of their ſpirituall weakneſle and wants. Let 
them looke irrward,and ſce how great neede they have of 
many and often confirmations of their Faith, renovations 
of their Repentance, of Rirring up the graces of God in 
the ſoule, to adde an edge and cagernefie untoall fpirituall 
affections after bolinefſe,to get untothemſclves the moſt 
powerfull provocations unto obedience. Every one that 
hath grace, knowes how frequently the power thereof is 
impaired by temptations, weakened by worldly diſtrati. 
ons evenot ourlawfullimployments, and oucr-maſtered 
by the force of ſinnefull luſts ; ſo that they mult necdes diC. 
cover a great deale of ignorance in thery ſpirituall eſtate, 
that fegle not intheirſoules a proneneſle to affamithment, 
as well as in their bodies ; at lealt they bewray intolerabl 
careleſneſſe, that finding the emptineſſeand leaneneſle of 
their ſoles, yet negle to repaire often unto this holy Ta« 
ble, whereon is ſet forth the Bread of life, whereof when 
they have caten, their * ſpirit may come againe, their 
hearts may be ſtrengthaed,theirloules may berepleniſhed 
as with marrow and fatncſſe, 

Wherefore give mcelcave toperſiwade youtothe pra« 
Aiceof ſoneediulla ducty , and withallto tell you of that 
fault, whercof this age is extreamly guilty, A very ſhame 
it 15 to compare the ſlackneſle of our daycs withthefor- 
wardneflc ot thoſc primitive times ofthe Church ,..in the 
oftencelebration ot this holy Sacrament, Then it was ad- 

miniſircy 
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for recquing the Sacr ament. 5 
cc miniſtred almoſt euery Lords day; now we are fallen from 
[0 fifry times a yeere, to once, twice, thrice, or for the grea- 
e, tcſt part tofoure times in the yeere. It is true, that as in 
in other, ſo in this divine inſtitution , Satan hath done mnch 
ch by his malicious policy, to corrupt mens hearts in the ob- 
in ſervation of it : When the Sacrament was adminiſtred of. 
Ys ten, hee brought it into contempt by the commonneſle of 
os itz now that 1t is adminiſtred ſeldome , thorough igno- 
It rance , it is abuſed and negleRed as unneceſlary. 1 may” 

not preſcribe how oftenthe celebrationthereofis firto be 

ey uſed:our Church hath partly left ir tothe diſcretion of her 
ct Miniſters,partly injoyned the folemnization thereof at the 
of leaſt * three times a yeere. Shee hath ſeene the untoward.. * See the bock 
ns lincſſe of her children, who muſt be compelled by Law to of Canons. 
in come in untorhisteaſt,or elſe rhe Lords Table is likely to 
all ſtand unfurniſhed of gueſts. 

oſt A ſtrange matter that men ſhould neede a Law to bring 
2G them to the Sacrament: One would thinke that mens con 
is ſciences (hould herein be a Law unto themſelves, and that 
Ho there were no neceſſity to have a Statate for hungry men 
ed to cate, or for ſickefolketo rake phyſicke, But here isthe 
if. intolerable infidelity and irreligion of our times ;didnot 
© feare of Law and ſhame of the world prevaile more with 
Ut, many,than any benefit which they perceive isto be gotten 
] by frequenting the Sacrament,they that now come but ſel+ 
of dome , - would come never : they have noapperite tothis 
a- ſpiriruall bread, theirtafte cannotrelliſh this Angels food, 
cn and thence the Table of the Lord is contemptible in their 
Ir eyes, and their very ſoule-loatherh this bread of heaven, 
ed I confeſle indeed, that perſecution 1s a ſharpe (phrre to 

put men on upon.the diligent praQtice of all reltgious due- 

4s tics: and foitwasin the Primitive Church , tharthe bit- 
at ternefſe of aflitions gave a ſweeter relliſhtoreligion.Ne- 
nc verthelefſe they mult needes be ill nurtured, that will doe 
IF nothing without beating ; and very ſtrange it isthar men' 
he ſhould conſtantly wait upon the fervice of God , when' 
d- paineand diſgrace terrifiethem from it, and then fall oft to- 
co B 3 negle> 
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negledt ir, when honour, peace and liberty invit. them to 
it. and what ,my brethren,had the bloud of © hriſt a trether 
taſte in theſe fr. t ages aftcr it was newiy ſnedde? had his 
facrificed body a murefragrant (mell, inviting the Saints 
like birds of prev, ro fiye trom tar with maruellqus (witt. 
nefle, untothis dead but yet all-quickning carcafle? Hath 
itnow,through trat of time, loitthat ſweerncle where. 
with here coforc it chearcd! both Cod and Man? Nogtis we 
have loſt our ſenſcs, our faith, our zeale, our love. Chiriſts 
bloud like the Manna in the Arke, putrihics not, but endu. 
reth tor ever, toteed us alſo in thcic laſt azes of the world 
unto everlaſting litc. That fountaine which was opened 
in his ſide, runnes yet afreſh, and hathan everlaſting ver. 
tue toclcanſe us from the leprofie of finnc, and to coole 
the heatc of a weary ſoule, inflamed with finne and the fire 
of Gods wrath : only if we canbeſznfible of ourthirſt,ahd 
that our hearts can pant aftcr theſe waterbrookes, cunning 
amaincuntothcm tor refreſhing, when wee are turiouſly 
chaſed by our imquutics following us at the heeles. Wher. 
fore, my beloved brethren let us be admoniſhed hencefor- 
ward to make conſcience of trequenting the Lords Table, 
ſo often as by fit oprortunity wee may enjoy the benefit 
thereot, leſt our lazic (1-4. htu nfl. bear laſt puniſhed for a 
protanecontumprtot the precious bload of our Lord telus 
Chrilt, 

This be ſpoken of the firſt ducty in comming to the Sa- 
crament; the next followes, rouching that which is to bee 
done abcut the celebration of it.Now this is in generall, A 
ſolemne com:nemoration of the death of Chri jexpreſicd 
in thoſe words [ Doe thu imremembrance of mee ] and inthoſc 
—_ w fo-th the Lords death tall hee com-, ] Which words 

oc ſummarily declare what was the end and intent of 
Chrilt in mitirucing this Sacrament, and what is the ducty 
which hee requires ot every Chriſtian in the ſo;emnizing 
thereof; namely,Thart thercin we ſhould make a perperuall 
commemoration ot his death and pallion unto the end of 
the world, till hee come againe to wudgemucnt. Now this 
recmcome 
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for receFvinp the Sacrament, 


remems rance of the death of Chriſt in the Sacra: nent, is 


tobetaken in a doubviec [enſe. 


1. Inoppolitionto the outward lements and Cere- 


monies in this Sacrament. 

2, Inrclation tothoſle ſpirituall graces of the ſoule, 
which arcto bee exerciſed inthis commemoration. 

In the former mult be (hewed upon what our hearts and 
thoughts mult be fixed inthe holy Sacrament ;na! nely not 
on the Elements and ations of the Sacrament: but on 
Chriſt and his benefits ;allthe deſires of our ſnles mult be 
towards him,and tothe remembrance of his Name. 

In the latter'it will appearc, how, & in whatmaner our 
foules mult be fixed on Chriſt ; namely, not ina bare hiſto- 
ricall remembrance ot his ſufferings , but in a — 

and gracious feeling of the vertue of his death, work: 1 
lite and holineſſe in our ſoules. 

Of theſe two points in order; and of the firſt briefly, 
which is this, That our thoughts are nct rod well upon Yak 
curward elements and ations of the Sacrament, but from 
them to bee raiſed upto the meditation of Chriſts ſufte. 
rings, and the benefits we obtaine thereby. 

Doe this in remembrance of mee , ſaith Chrilt 
death, and your redemption by it: not, Dothis tor it owne 
lake, foo king no further than what is viſible to your eyes 
ih the outward folemnity, Never was any Ceremony, Le- 
rall or Evangclicall,appoinred for its own worth, as if ci- 
ther God were pleaſed, or mans ſoule ec lified in grace by 
ſuch carnall obſcrvations. For God tis a Sptrit, and will al- 
wayes bee worſhipped in ſpirie and truth: and mans ſoule 
15a ſpirit of a pure and immortall ſubſtance, whichcat not 
bee nouriſhed and maintained in liteand ſtrength by any 
ourward fadingthing or ation ; butonly by that which 1 
prop rtionableto its owne celeſtiall and ſpiritvall qua ty, 
Now this alone is the grace and favour of God, thetr calu- 
:cand ſtore-houſe whereot 1s the perfon ot our cuer-dicl. 


i.e, of my 


ſed Mediator Icfus Chrift, unto whomthe anctent Church 


was directed in all Leviticall obſervations, to whom 
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theſe Evanygelicall Sacraments doe {till dire us, 
Wheretore you are againe to be admoniſhed , thoſe e. 
ſpecially of the younger fort, That they doe attentively ob. 
ſerve what that thing is , whereabours all their medirat;. 
ons are to bee employed in this ſacred bulineſſe. Remem. 
ber that here Chriſt crucified isall in all,in every element, 
in every ation. When thou ſeceſt the Bread and Wine ſe. 
parated by conſecration unto this holy uſe , thinke on 
Chriſt ordained and fore-appointed by the Father from 
everlaſtiug, unto the accompliſhment of our redemption 
by his bloud-ſhedding, When thou ſeeſt the Bread broken, 
and the Wine powredforth, thinke on Chriſttorne and 
rent in his precious body with ſtripes and wounds, pained 
even tothe death in his moſt holy ſoule, full of the wrath 
of God and indignationof the Almighty, by whom he was 
ſmirtenforthy ſinnes, and plagued forthy tranſgreſſions, 
When the Miniſter offers tothee the Bread & Wine,think 
on Chriſt givenuntothee of God freely , and giving him- 
ſelte unto thee if thou wilt receive him. Whenthou recei- 
yelt and cate? theſe elements,thinke on Chriſt that living 
Bread, that gives life unto thy ſoulc, and by his merits pre» 
ſerves it from eternall death. Knit thy heartuntohia by 
the band of an holy faith , throw thy ſelfe into his armes 
ſtretched our on the Crofle to embrace thee ; waſh thy 
ſoule in his bloud , that thou maiit bee cleane ; hide thy 
ſelfe in the holesand clefts of this rocke, from the ſtormy 
tempeſt of Gods wrath , that it may nottouchthee ; pur 
thine hands andthy fingers in his ſide, and the print ofthe 
nailes, andcry out with that bleſſed Apoſtle in the higheſt 
degree of all poſlible reioycing, Mr Lorp, avp MY 
Gon. This is the lite of this holy Sacrament, without 
which ſpirituall applications, all is but a dead and empty 
Ceremony, Wheretore miſerable is their error, who out of 
ignora:ce or a wrong opinion, bend their ſenſes & amuſe 
their thoughts, only upon the things which inthis Sacra- 
ment are preſented untotheir bodily eyes , never looking 
up untothegraces and merits of Chriſt, unto whom one 
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theſe outward Ceremonies doe point. Two ſorts there are 
guilry of this offence : 1.Papiſts,who,in this and the whole 

rame of their religion, love to glory in the fleſh, and 
doate upon carnall outward ccremonioufnefſe ; reit too 
much in the epws operatwe , the worke done, without all 
power and life of holinefle in the doer. 2, The ſecond fort 
are ignorant Proteſtants, of whom there be thouſands, that 
underſtand nothing atallof the end and uſe of theſe my. 
ſeries. Itis pitifull co behold thedemeanour of the ordi- 
nary ſort of people at the Sacrament ; they comethither 
they know not wherefore, and they doe there they know 
not what; they cannot tell how to looke, which way to 
turne themſclves about any holy meditations:many times 
their mindes areltke a clocke thats over-wound above his 
ordinary pitch, and ſofſtands till; theirthoughts are ama- 
zed at the height of theſe myſteries, and for the time,they 
are like a blocke,thinking nothing at all: or elſe their 
thoughts fall fat on the earth to baſe and bodily things, 
yea ſome inthat wonderfull ſimplicity ,as to imagine they 
come thither for a draught of fiveet wine, and a morſell of 
finer bread : cr at beſt they raiſe their thoughrsno higher 
than the Communion Table, thinking that if they have 
received the outward elements, tm a reverent manner,be- 
haved themſelves decently during that aftion, forbcrne 
their worldly buſineſſe before and after , tempered their 
tongues from all uncivill fpeech , and demeaned them- 
ſelves mannerly for that day , then that they have done 
right acceptable peece of ſervice to God. This — 
of many,whether Popiſh or Clowniſh,cannot burbe muc 
:ommiſerated by allthoſe, unto whom ir is given to know 
any thing concerning the myſteries of the Kingdome of 
God. To conclude this point, letus remember that admo- 
nition the Church giveth us in this buſineſle, calling on us 
with a Swrſum corda, | ift up your hearts, and let's anſwer 
in doing as well as ſaying, We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Yea, be wee alwaies mindfull of that generall rulewhich 
Chriſtgives his Diſciples, when they, together with the 
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ſimple Capernaites, hearing Chriſt call himſelfe [win 
_ — [ bus fie JAeate endeede | and [ bu blowd Drints 
indeed: were much offended at it, as an abſurd impoſſibi. 
litie ; Chriſt tells them they miſtooke his meaning, Cit 
& the Spirit, Gaith hee, that quicky:th, the fleſh profiteth no- 
thing : the word: that 1 ſpraks unto you, they are Spirit and they 
ee Life.) 16h.6.63. ; 

Thus youſee whom wee muſt remember, in, and by this 
Sacrament, ws. Chriſt, and him crucihed :In the next 
place we arctoconfider, inwhat manner this commemo- 
ration is tobee made, [ Doe this in remembrance of mee.”] 
What ? in a bare recounting the ſtory of his paſſion, ampl1- 
fying the POgNEE all circumſtances, in curious con- 
templations about every paſlage of Chriſt, from the gar. 
den to the grave? Iathisall? no,nor hale : You mult ther. 
fore here remember a rule given by Divines, [That in 
Scripture words of knowledge, in matters betweene God 
and Man, doc imply the affe tions, JAnd as God is faid not 
boknow the wicked, becauſe he likes them not ; ſo when 
we are commanded to krow God,to remember our Crea- 
tor, &c. wee muſt not ſtreighten this precept unto bare 

culation of the Head, but extend it unto the holy devo. 
tion of the Heart,and obedience of the Hand. In this ſenſe 
muſt Chriſt crucified bee remembred of us in the Sacra. 
ment,not only as an objeR of ourKnowledge,but principals 
ly as the obic&t of our Love, our Faith, vur Hope, our loy, 
our Thankſgiving, our Obedience, Theſe and other hea- 
venly graccs arc all to bce ſet aworke, and imployed about 
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this remembrance of Chriſtinthe Sacrament ;and it is the . 


increaſe and exerciſe of theſe graces, that our Saviour in- 
rended, when he inftiruted this Sacrament, commanding 
us to obſcrye it in remembrance of him, and by it ro ſhew 
his death till his camming againe. Butthat we may goe a 
little more particularly ro worke in this point,obſerve that 
there are foure principall graces that Lone a ſingular uſe 
in this holy buſinefle : they are 1, Faith, 2. Repentance, 
3-Thankfulnefſe, 4, Love, Touching which, 1would lay 
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have youexpeR, that I hould here handle them ar large, 
by way of common place : my purpoſe only at this time is 
toſhew you, what ſin vertuc may bee drawne from 
the medication of Chrilts death,tor to quicken & increaſe 
the life and power of all thoſe forementioned graces.I will 
doe this briefly, deſiring the younger ſort efpecially,care- 
fully to attend unto ſuch generall heads of meditation as I 

| propoſe, tothe end their thoughts may have ſome 
matter whereon to worke, which otherwiſe will bee tog 
too wilde, and confuſedly diſtrafted, 

t. Firlt then touching Faith, Chriſt crucified ifpropo. 
{{d unto usin the Sacrament, as the objeRt of our Faith, al. 
luring us toa firme belicte in him, upon theſe two ſtrong 
perſwaſions ; 

1. Thathe isa Saviour All-ſafficient, having with him 
P_ Redemption. One that hath paid the utmoſt 
arthing that could be demanded for our ranſome, having 
troddenthe winepreffe of the fierce wrath of the Almigh- 
tie, and borne upon his ſhoulders the whole barden of 
that vengeance, which would have ſunke our ſoules rothe 


. bettome of hell. A Saviour that hath utterly defeated 


all the powers of darkneſſe ; and ſpoyled them , leading 
captivity —_ : thereby purchaſing for us a Kingdome 
that cannot be ſhaken, but ſure and ſtedfaſt againſt all vio- 
lence of our ſpirituall adverfarics, even a ſtable and firme 
eſtate in preſent grace, andan and faire paſſage unto 
that mar wer> bur which ſhall be revealed. Wher- 
fore juſtly hath he in this Sacrament ſer forth himſelfe un- 
tous, under the two elements of Bread and Wine, parts of 
one complete and perfeR nouriſhment: to aſſure us,that in 
his merits, there is an abſolute all-ſuficiency tobringus to 
everlaſting life. 

2. Thatheeis a Saviour freely givenof God, and gi- 
ving himſclfe unto us. Hee laid downe his life freely , no 
man having power to take it from him : and therefore hee 
freely gave his fleſh for the life of the world ; and in the 
Sacrameut he freely offers himſclfeto every beleever , - 
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be received and embraced by him. Both theſe are ſtrong 
motives to quicken our faith in remembring Chrilts 
death : for if cither the greatnefle of the worke of redemp- 
tion, and ſurpaſſing difficulty to ſave a ſinner, ſhould terri- 
fic us; we know whatever 1t be, he hath finiſhedir : or it 
our unworthineſſc ſhould diſcomtort us,we fee that Chri't 
ſtaies not till we can deferve him ; bur as hee died for us 
when we were unworthy,focven whilſt we are unworthy, 
hee offers himſelte to us in all the benctits of his death, 
Wherefore let us in a lively faith faſten our eyes upon this 
Brazen ſerpent, lifted up on thecroſſe to cure the herie 
ſtingings ot ſinne : ler oureyes,our thoughts, and our affe- 
Rions be drawne after him, and learne we, as the Apoſtle 
exhorts , .to truſt perfeRtly unto that ſalvation which is 
brought unto us. ThisforFaitts, | 

2. Inthenext place is required the exerciſe of Repen- 
tance, to whichthere is no provocation in the world more 
powerfull,than the ſerious meditation of Chriſt crucified, 
Two mot:ves there are, which commonly beit prevailes 
with allnatures, toworke in them ſorrow tor an oftence ; 
and they arc both in this matter moſt lively and vigorous. 

1. Mercic wonderfull and incredible to a deſperate 
effcnder, beyond all hope avd expeRation of his. When 
we were of noſtrength,when we were (inners, when wee 
were enemies, cyen then Chriſt in his time died for us, as 
the Apoſtlenotably aggravatesthe death of Chriſt, Rom.s, 
6.8.10. How hopeleſle was the ſtare of us men being once 
fallen by our firſt tranſgredion? and yet even in thisextre- 
mity of miſcry, how proudly and rebelliouſly did we car- 
ric our ſclvcs againſt that Majeſty, whom wee had offen- 
ded? Yer then behold in God the riches of all patience, 
gentteneſle, and compaſſion : he is mi-dfull of us, when we 
had torgor- both him and our ſelves ; his mercifull wiſc- 
dome prevents all thought, and care, and poſlibility in us, 
of providing the mcanes of our recovery. Now where ma« 
lice and unworthincfle 1s thus overcome by goodne le, 
certainely it there be any {parke of grace, of noble natures 
OL 
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for receiving the Sacrament, 


of i inzenuity left wichin us , it cannot bee bur our hearts 
ſhould bee overcome with ſorrow, tor offending fo gracie 
ous a Maſter , and rent afunder with godly eriefe == 
diſpleaſure of fo loving a Father. 

2, The horrible nature of the offence, which, when it 
isſmall,is ſleighted,bur {trikes the heart with aſt« niſhmene 
and confuſion, when tis cavitall,Now ſinne is of the worlt- 
deſerving quality that poſsibly may be; and it appeares by 
nothing ſo much as thefurious diſp! eaſure of God inflited 
on Chriſt, when hee barc our finnes in his body upon the 
tree. Trace him from the Garden toGolgotha , and yon 
ſhail ſce whole armies of ſorrowes ready to invade him, 
every ſteppe hee treads, the deeper he wades into a ſea of 
bloud, and wounds, and {tripes, and 'waters'of ai tion ; 
men, and div els,yea and God himfelfe fight agzinſt him ; 
he is forſaken of God, perſecuted, deſpiſcd,and 1 {corned of 
all the world, affailed and tempted by all the powers of 
hell, become the aſtomſhment ot Angels, the wonder and 
amazement even of ſenſclefle creatures. Ab, my Brethren, 
were our ſoules in his ſtead, and did wee fe ele but thelcaſt 
partof that anguiſh which poſſeſſed and incompaſſcd that 
holy perſon w rithin and witheut: how miſcrable might 
we judge our caſe to be ? Blefled we arenow , that in this 
we feele itnor : but yer wee ſhallnot bee bleſſed alwaies, 
unlefſe wee can compaſſionate his feeling of it: Where. 
fore let us turne our thoughts upon our crucified Say tour, 
and lookingupon him whom wee have pierced, ler us 28 
we are commanded, Zach.1 2.10 [| Mournetor him'as one 
mourneth for his only ſo:1ne, and be in bitterneſle for him; 
25 one thatis in bitterneſs for his firſt-born. ]Lerus ſce the 
cavſe of his ſufferings tobe in ourſelves, and lament we 
forour finnes that haveſlainethe Lord'of Life. And now 
let us learne to acknowledge what x deteſtable thing finne 
is, whichdeſerved (o horrible a puniſhment , tharcould 
turne the favourable countenance of themioſt merciful 
and pitifull God, into frowncs and fierce difplcaſure a- 


Yaintt his dearely beloved Sonne, as ſooncas he beheld in 
C 3 him 
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himthe perſon of an offctider. Shallthe pleaſures of ſinne 
be ſiveet tous, which cauſed Chriſtro drinke of the bitter 
cup, even downe tothe dregges? Shall wee make a jeſt of 


that, that made God angry inthe greatelt carneft that ever * 


was? Scemeththata light thing in our eyes, that brought 
on Chriſt a burden ſo heauic, that it _——_ the bloud out 
of his veines, the ſoule out of his body ? Oh how would 
theſe meditationsdaſh in peeces the conceptions of luſt in 
their infancic ? How m__y effcuall would they bee to 
nm 1977 16066 tne and cruciffe the body of ſinne in 
us? Know this and remember it, That of all motives to re. 
pentance, and preſcrvatives againſt the infeRion of ſinne, 
there is none fo {6 as continually in all places and 
imployments, tobcare about with us in our heartsand me- 
ditations, The Dying ofthe Lord Icſus. 

And this of Rn : itfollowes that we ſpeake of 
the third grace to bee exerciſed inthis holy commemora- 
cion of Chriſts death, which is Thanktulneſſe, A grace of 
fingular uſc in this Sacrament, which thence takes its 
name of Excharifhe , whereby it is frequently ſtiled. Sor- 
row and joy muſt here be mingled together ; a ſorrow for 
ſinnethat deſexved ſuch ſufferings, but a joy unſpeakable 
and glorious, in Thankſgiving to Chrilt for his great mer- 
cie, in taking upon him ſuch ſufferings. And great cauſe 
there is, we ſhould be thankfull for the death of Chriſt, in 
theſe three reſpeRs. 

1. Becauſeby iethe greateſt bleſſing that ever was, is 
purchaſed for us; namely,pardon of finne, reconciliation 
with God, grace and glory, 

2, Becauſethere 1s on our part, the greateſt undeſert 
of it that may be For wherein was God beholding unto us? 
we were his creatures when we wereat beſt, and then hee 
needed us not : we were his cnemies when we were at 
worſt and he had juſt cauſe to hate and puniſh us. 

- Inregard of the infinite diſproportion betweene us 
Chriſt who dicd for us ; the juſt for the unjuit, the 
Lord for the flave, the King for the ſubjcR, the Creator 


for 
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for the creature. All theſe arc forcible morives to ſtirre up 
in usa thanktull rejoycing inthe Lord our Saviour, that 
hathdone fo great things for our ſoules. It ſhould make 
our hearts breake forth into bleſſings, and thankes , and 
praiſes, admirations, and cxtollings of the wondertullfa- 
your he hath ſhewed tothe ſonnzs of men. Wherefore if 
it be poſſible, let us bring our hearts in tune to beare a part 
inthatnew ſong which the Elders ſing before the throne 
of the Lambe, Kev.5.9 10. [ Tho art worthy totake the books 
and to open the ſealer thereof : for thow waſt ſlaine ard haſt redee- 
med #; ts God by thy blowd, ont of every kindred, and tongue,and 
people, and nation, and bait made us unto our God, Kings and 
Priefts, and we ſhall rcigne on the Earth.) And for a ſweerer 
harmony, ler the Angels be admirred into this quire ; with 
them and the Saints, ſing we as it is verl.1 2, [ worthy « the 
Lambe that was ſlaine to receive power, and riches, and wi[dome, 
and flrength, and honour, and glory, and bleſring :] Yea, for x 
full Conſort, let us with cvery creature in heaven, in carth, 
under the carth, and in the _ fing as it isin _ 3» 
Bleſring, honour, glory and power, be unto bim that fateth wpen 
Lo and toads for ever andever. | Andſo 
much alſoof the third grace: the laſt followes,which is | 
4. Love unto Chriſt, ina holy affetion of the ſoule,car. 
rying us with fuldefiretothe enjoying of him,and making 
us to preferre our communion with, him, before all thibgs 
that in this world may chalenge our deareſt reſpet. All 
thoſe motives that ſtirre up toThanktfulnefle, provoke alſo 
unto Love ; the ſmallnes of our deſert,the greatnefſc of the 
benefir,the gloriouſnes of the perſon, all are here in a fingu- 
lr degree, and for them Chriſt deſerves our Love in the 
hizhelt degree that we can poſsibly ſhew it in. Hence the 
Church in the Canticles can finde nonames ſo firwhereby 
tocall her Spouſe Chriſt leſus, as theſe ; [ Him whom her 
ſole loveth,her Bclovyed,and her well beloved. ] [ts admi- 
rable what pleaſures ſhee takes in deſcribing and talking of 
his rare excellencies ;hcres her full contentment, and the 


height of her joy and that hee is able to ſay , [My Cant.r, 
Zht of her joy and peace, weldeloved 
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welbeloved is mine, and 1 am bis. ] Certainely, my Brethren, 
were our heartstruely ſpirituall, had our ſfoutcs taſted how 
good the Lord Icfus hath beene unto us , were our eyes 
opeucd toſce him at the right hand of God clothed with 
all beauties of holineſſe, glory, and mazelty, it could not be 
but that our finnes, our plcaſures, all the pompe of this 
world would bee moſt vile and deſpicable in our efteeme, 
and nothing but Chriſt would appeare worthy of our 
Love, Delightand Admiration. 

Theſe are thoſe heazenly graces of chiefe marke, that 
receive life and ſtrengthfrom the death cf Chrilt,remem- 
bred in this Sacrament. And theeftet of them all is our 
obedience in life and converſation, that wee ſhould ſerve 
him faithtully, that hath bought us at ſo deare a price. 
This is the triall of the truth of allthoſe forenamed graces; 
when our Faith works by Love, our Repentance 18 appro» 
ved by retormation , our Thanktulncflc and Love (hewne 
in keepingot his Commandements. This is alſothe end of 
the death of Cirift, who hath redeemed us from our vaine 
converſation, whercin weelived in the luſts ot theficth, 
that henceforth wee ſhould live unto him : who hath delt- 
vercd us from the fcare of our encmics , that wee ſhould 
ſerve him in righteouſneſſe and holinefz all our daye's. 

And thus you {ce what it 15 rightly to remember Chriſt 
crucified, and to ſhew torth the Lords death in the ufe of 
this holy Sacrament, even to remember him with belee- 
ving, with penitcnt, with *thanktull, with loving, with 6+ 
bedicnt hearts. Not to remember him in this fortzis to for- 
gct him ; not to know the vertuc of his death in this man» 
ner, is to bee ignorant of Chriſt cruciicd. An excellent 
knowledge, but of all moſt difficult to be pur in praQtice. 
Tis aneafie thing to turne the ſtory into atragedy,to make 
s Scenicall repreſentation of the death of Chriſt, as the 
Papiſts uſe to doe on good-Friday, or to compile a curious 
dec!amation of this ſubjeR, as Popilſh Poſtillers and I'rea- 
chcrs doe in their Lenton Sermons. I diſcommend not c- 
loquence inſo cxcellcnta ſubject, words cannot be better 

beſtowed 
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n, beſtowed than here : yetthere is an error to be feared, leſt 
w the tongue only bee 1mployed , where the hcart chiefly 
cy (hould bee buaed; and there is danger alfo leſt ſuch higl 
th diſcourſes prove not unlike thoſe of Tragedians, made 
be more to breed admiration ot the Poer, than attention 2d 
Mis obſervation of the fat. Thus much I may fafcly ſay, that 
1e, the meditation of the death of Chriſt, requiresnot ſomuch 
"ur ſtrength of wit and invention , as the exerciſe of all holy 
and zealous affections of the foule, rothe increaſe of pictic 

Wat and obedience. There cannot bee a greater incongruity, 

m- than to diſcourſe of fo holy aſubje&, with an unhallowed 

ur heart; to amplifie the indigniry of Chrittspaſsion, and yer 
rve not be moved ar all to remorſe of conſcience tor finne ; to 
ce. rayle on Iudas and the lewes, and vert ſweare by Chriſt; to 
C3; deſcant upon his Bloud and Wounds in da dif 

[0s courlſe,and yet toteare theſe, and trample upon that in cx. 

Vne ecrable blaſphcmies ; ro talke of Chriſt, and yet not to live 

I of as a Chriſtian; torelate toothers the ſtory of his crucifying 

ine by the Iewes, and in the meane while by obſtinate impiety 

c(h, and prophanenefle to cruciftie him againe unto himſelfe, 

Clt- This 1s tar from being a Preacher and a totlower of Chriſt: 

ud to ſuch let meo ſpeake in Se/vravs words a little altered, Y 

Chriſtum legwnt 5 impudics ſunt, Chriftum audinnt & ineb7i- S:l.de Gab 

riſt antur , Chriſtum ſequuntar & rapinnt : hee ergo etiam nos qui [.4.& 9. 
» of Chriſtians dicmmaur, facimms, VW hat might one of Mahomed: 

lee- diſciples here fay, Ecce quales ſunt qus Chriſtum colunt ; ſee 

h Os the ſervantsof the crucified God, fee them luxurious, pro- 

fore tanc, intemperate, blaſphemers, ſcorners cf Religion: it 

As mult needs be, will he then ſay, they havea bad maſter,thar 

ent are ſuch evill ſervants : Ss enm bone diſcerent, bonti eſſent, 

ice. ind, Sartta 4a Chriſtians firrent, i Chriſta ſanita docmſſet, 

ake Thus whilit me profefle theraſelves Chriſtians,they are a 

the reproach unto Chriit, a difzrace of the Goſpell, and ſhame 

00s ot all Religzon. Wherefore 1 beſcech you perſwade your 

—_—_ ſelvesof this, that you never know Chriftcrucified artghr, 

tC till your hearts can blecd in ſorrow for ſinne,as his bl 

rect tor ſatisfaRion, till your Faith embrace him, your foul 
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rejoyce in him, your love be fixed on him, till hisdeath 
have cauſed the death of ſinne in you : till then, know that 
you arc but i2norant 1N this great mylteric of C hriſts ſuffe. 
rings. And now you are to goe unto the Sacrament, take 
time and care to thinke of theſe things ; fo may you goe 
with comfort, and depart thence with profit unto your 
ſoules, 

The Apoſtleafrer hee hath declared the true inſtitution 
of the Sacrament, and the right cndto be obſerved in the 
celebration of it, namely, The perpetvall commemoration 
of Chriſts death, in th: worgs before ſpoken of ; hee goes 
forward in thenext place , to ſhew the great danger that 
men run into by perverting this holy Inſtitution, and abu- 
ſing of it to wrong cnds and purpoſes, They commit agreat 
ſinne , which drawes upon them great judgements beth 
remporall andeternall, unleſſe by'diligent examination of 
themſelves, the ſinne be preventcd,and the puniſhment re- 
moved. This the Apoſtle doth from the 27.verl. unto the 
3 3.verſe. The reſolution of which words is ia bricfe thus : 
They containe 

3. T1heſinne of unworthy recciving,verſ.27, 

2. The meanes toavoide this ſinne, which is due cx- 
amination of ones ſelfe betore the Sacramenr,verlſ 28. 

3 Thepuniſhment which they incurre, who commit 
the ſinne, and neglet the mcanes ; now that is damnation 
or judgement, ver{.29. 

This puniſhment as it is temporal,izamplified three waies: 

1, Byexperiment inthe Church of Corinth, wherein 
God made it appeare by judgments he inflicted upon them, 
how much he was offended at their profanation of the Sa- 
crament, ver1. 30. 

2. Bytherrue cauſe of thoſe afiictions, the not-juds- 

ing of themſelves, verl.31. } 

3- Bytherightend wherefore theſc judgementscame 
npon them , which was to bringthem to repentance for 
= their abuſe of Gods ordinance , leſt otherwiſe goins 

they tall intofurther condemuation, verſ. 32 

A! 
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At this preſent I ſhall ſpeake only touching the ſinne of 
uworthy communicating at the Lords Table, whercof 


Fo. the Apoſtle ſpeakes in theſe words. 
Verſe 17, Wherefore who/orver ſhall eate this bread , and 


ws drinks the enp of the Lord wnworthily, ſhallbe guilty of the bedie 
00 and bloud of the Lord. 
In this verſe we have two generall parts: 

"Tot 1» The ſinne it ſelfe, unworthy receiving the Sacra- 
hs ment,in thoſe words. [ #hoſorver hateate foe. mnworthily.)] 
wal 2. Thequality of this (inne : tis no ſmall fault , bur a 
A" bloudy offence ; tis to be galley of murder, and that of the 
wr deſt man that ever was, Chriſt Icſus:; [ Hee ſhall lee guide 


Wi re, oe. | 
Of theſe in order. Firſt let nsenquire what ir is to eate 


we this Bread and drinke this Cup, ,e, to receive this Sac ra- 
pr ment unworthily, «-aZius. Vaworthinefſ- in receiving the 
ho: Sacrament, may be tak-nin reſpect cither of the perſon,or 
Off of the manner of-receiving. Vaworthineſle ot the perſon 
4 is not here meant, for ſo ris apparant that no man can 
; come worthily tothe ©acrament, foraſmnch as thebeſt of 
men cannot deſerve of God the fmalleſt dlefsing of this 
al life, much leſle fo great a favour as toenjoy the benefit of 
the Word and Sacratnents to everlaſting life. Whercfore 
nie inour publique Leiturgic, wee doe ju ly acknowledge, 
"IV ["T bat we doe not preſwone tocome to this Table, truſting in our 
rigbreonſmeſſe but in Gods great mercy ; andihat we are not wor= 
08 thy [o much aa to p_ the crummes under the Lords Table ] 
ole much lefle to fit thereat as a gueſt. ; 
—_ Vnweorthineflethen is here tobe taken in regard of the 
"IF manner of receiving, A poore man may bee unworthy to 
|; be {ct at a Kings tablegbur yet he may there carry himſclie 
do. worthily, 1.6. in ſuch a decent bchaviour, as 15 azrceadle to 
7 thereverence and majeſty of the place in which he 1s. So 
me weare unworthy to (it at this Table, yet when God in- 
for vites us thither, wee may carry our ſelves worthily, .c, in 
ing Guch a holy dilpolition of our hearts, and reverent demons 
20ur in Gur outward ations, as God requires of us 11 vs 
At — & ia facrc 


F 


20 


Chriſtian direflions 


ſacred a buſineſſe. The poverty, Bindneſle, lameneſle, and 
the like, is not objeted to ſuch as come to the Marriage- 
feaſt, Matth, 22, but the matter that is queſtioned, is the 
want of a wedding garment. Now you know, that hee 
which makes aſolemne ſumptuous fealt,cannot bur take ir 
as an indignity and diſhonour offered to him -and his 
cheere, if any be ſo rude astothruſt in himſclte among the 
reſt, in his ragged and vileapparrell. Let us then en 
we may offend in the manner of celebrating this Sacra« 
ment : We ſhall know this by that which the Apoſtle re. 
proves in theſe Corinthians. They had many faults ; a- 
mong them they arc here taxcd for difſentions,& quarrel- 
ſome factions amongſt themſelves, verſ. 18. for profanc- 
neſs,in comming to the Sacrament with as little revercnce 
as they did to their Love-tcaſts ; nay with lelfe, having in 
thoſe feaſts firſt diſtempered themſelves, verſ 21. for cx- 
ceſle in their Love. fealls, and thence comming drunken 
to the Sacrament, verſ. 21. laſtly, for pride and diſdaine, in 
deſpiſingthe poorer fort , that had not wherewithall to 
carry matters in ſo brave and frolicke manner as them- 
ſetves, verſ[, 22. Thus they carednot with what mindes,nor 
in what manner they cameto the Lords Supper, making 
the Sacrament an occaſionof debate, hatred, riotand luxu- 
ric, which ſhould have been a cauſe of modeſty, peace, hu- 
mility, ſobriety, and love. The caſc- was too too bad with 
them, their diſorders being ſotowle, that the Apoſtle pro- 
feſleth in expreſle termes , that this their comming toge- 
ther could not be called a celebration of the Sacrament : 
[This &« not, (aith he, te eate the Lords Smpper ]vcrl.20, Now 
what the Apoſtle reproves inthem, in regard of the fore- 
named particulars, holdstrue by proportion 1n all commu- 
nicants,in regard of other the like diforders : whence in 
the generall, obſerve this concluſion, 

[_ They that celebrate this Sacrament in any other man- 
9cr, with other mindes, for other ends, than Chriſtinten- 
ded in his Inititutionof it, they obſerve itunworthily. ] 

- Forthus is a general! rule touching every partbf Gods 
worthip 
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worſhip, We mult ſerve God, not as we thinke fit, but as 
he hath o__ ; God muit bee judge of his owne ho- 


R nour : and in all matters of ſubſtance, theres nothing de- 
. firting and agreeable to his good liking , bur thoſe things 
, that he hath commanded, obſerved, and done in thatman=- 
% ner which he hath preſcribed. And theretore in this Sa- 
: crament,tisnot what ends and fancies we haveof it, but 
. what manner exerciſe of Religion God hath intended 
4 by it, that is acceptable, If this be negleReJ, the Supper 
£ of the Lord is not celebrated worthily, bur unworthily 
s profaned, But not ts ſtay upon generalities,let us ſee how 
L many waiesthe Sacrament isthus protaned, *Twere end. 
x lefle to reckon up all*particulars : wherefore obſcrve that 
Wl there are generally three ſorts of people who doc unwore 
in thuly reccave lt ; 1.]gnorant, 
_y The < 2.Superſtitious, = 
wo z- Varctormed inlite. 
bo Tt. The Ignorant, whoobſerve it of taſhion, by courſe 
_ of Law, and cuftome of the Countrey ; becauſe they are 
Sf now at yeares of diſcretion , and muit doe as others doe: 
Jed butin the. mcane time know not a ſyllable whatitis, or 
1 whereabouts they goe, Examine them, they cangor tell 
ky you what a Sacrament is, what the outward fignes are, 
ml whatthe graces thereby ſignifiedare, what the ends and 
th uſesof a Sacramentbe : 1f you aske them theſe queſtions, 
wy) they underſtand you no more, than if you ſpake in an un- 
wht knowne language; or it they can anſwer you out of a Cate- 
Al chiſme, t1s by rote ; they doe not know a jot the meaning 
_ of what they ſpeake: and you may perceive it plainly, doe 
bi but a little vary thequeſtton from that which they finde in 
v4 their bookes, Theſe when they come to the Sacrament, 
in are meerly paſſive in all that buſinefle z there their bodies 
are,there they fit and ſee, and doe as others doe, but for 
wy, their mindes, they cannot tell which way to fet them a- 
wy worke in any meditation. Were | toſpeaketo an auditory 
that is not learned, thisfault were mach to be urged. itde- 
HY {cr7cs much pity, toſee abroad that ſome are nor raughe, 
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and more deteſtation to behold, that for the greateſt parr, 

they will not learne their ducty,in this or any other part 
of Gods worſhip. It muſt needs much affect the heart of 
any one thatis Chriſtianly diſpoſed, with ſorrow & indig. 

nationgto ſee thoſe that profeſle themſelves the ſervants 
of Chriſt, know as little of him, as thoſe thatare his open 

enemics. Barbarians and Turkes know the name of Chriſt, 
and ſo doe theſe: but for their duety in the worſhipand 0- 
bedience, they both know much alike. This and more 
migzhtbe ſaid, were itnot in this place, where knowledge . 
doth abound. Neverthelcfleto deale plainly , let no man 
fattcr himſclfe, nor another. Let us bh well adviſed, that 
none of us be ignorant amongſt ſoplentitull, lo calie means P 
of knowledge. A great fault it is1n any,in us much greater, . 


who if we be not better than others arc, and therefore a 
worle, becauſe we oughtto be better, Yb» ſub/unior prero« N 
gativa, mior oft culpa, faith Sa/vian : and he gives a good ” 
reaſon of it, becauſe Preter cam defor mit atem 14am Vitinem wr 
in ſe habet, w/o [ublement at is nomne motalur, |LNOrance 11 T 
matter of Religion, 180! it ſelte a notable defo rmity 1n C- . 
very one that calls himſelfe Chriſtian; bur in the learncd, "S 
their profeſſion makes it mach more viſible and odious. ar 
Thoſethat be free from this taulr, are alſo free from touch wh 
of this reprootec ; but if any may juſtly blame himſclte for my 
being ig1orantot 'this duety, let mc belpeake him in Salvi- 1 
PLL wor 1s, Non 4 me 1 ſob Good [mgnua dict e/trmnet, [ed a conſcie lift 
entia ſua; lisnot I, but his owne con{cience that reproves Bce 
him. And letſucha one carry hence this leſſon to his (tudy, _e 
That he thats ignorant , muſt nceds be wicked, even bc- tot. 
cauſe he is ignorant : nor 1s it poſſible, bur he (hall faile in wy 
his duety \what ver he goe about, Forthe Sacrament, tis _ 
plaine, an ignorant recerver is an unworthy receiver, bc- " * 
cauſe a5 the Apoſtle ſpeakes afterwards, verſ.29 [He e dts _ 
ſcerneth not the Lordebody \] he knowes not what ends and als 
uſes are to be made of this holy Sacrament. We muſt know ion 

that wenow have no altars to the unknowne God,no wor- —— 
ſhip of a knowne God in an unknowne manner z we mult F 
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T, underſtand both whom, anc how we worlhip,clfc our {cr. 
- vice of him is not 223444 2=/;612 a rcaſonable fervi Ice, as the 
O 


Apoſt!c would have it, Kom.12.1. but ablinde aime, and 
> brutiſh devotion. 


2s 2- The Swperſtitious, who aſe the Sacrament quite in 
t another faſhion,% other tutcnts thanChriſt ever appointed 
x : it. In this kinde thoſc of the Romith Church have intole- 
* rably perverted this holy Inſtitution of Chritt, both, Prieſt 
ar and Pcople. Theres fcarce lctc any ſhadow at all of thefirt 
> Inſtitution, alls perverted and corrupted withfond and 
a" imptous abuſes, Never was there any device more blaſ. 
= phemous, and more ridiculous too, than that abornination 
__ of the Mafſc, Wherein wee have a Supper for the living, 
_ turned into a facriticeforquicke and dead, a Miniſter into 
Fore a facrificingPricſt, a Table into an Altar, Bread and Wine 
pt” into very fleſh, bloud, and bones, cating of bread into de- 
2's rouring of alivingman,a cupof wine curned to a draughe 
641 of mans bloud, the remembraace of Chrilis dc ath, into a- 
iit doration of the outward elements, all the ſimplicity of Sa- 
- I cramentall Actions metamorpholcd into ſtrange geſticu- 
1G lations, crouchmg. ducking, crofling over the bread , the 
ts wine, the Prieſt, the people whufpering, murmuring, waſh- 
. fe ing, ſhif ing from place to place, fromthis ro that de ,dip- 
> hogke ping the bread inthe wine , iningling the wine with watcr, 
w/29 lift1ogup the bread over the Prieſts head, keeping it like a 
cl Bee in a boxc,carrying in proceſſion, bringing it to ſicke 
vs mens bed-fides to keepe thence evill ſpirits,carrying it in- 
57 ay tothe field in warre to defend from gunſhor, with a world 
in of other ccr cmonious trinkets,and fopperies, deuiſed with- 
wt 8 out any ground in Scripture or reaſon, as may be ſeene in 
4 nf their bookes and praftice, By this meancs they have tur- 
> he ned the Sacrament into a Stage-play,or cs ſhew : 
wie where the poorepeopleare ſpeators only, underſtanding 
know 1cthing at all, bur fecding their eyes by 'gazingupon the 
94 hy rideof cmpty ceremonies and idolatrous pope. It 13a 

- qult thing omen hat admirable to conſider whence, and how 
nder- | 2 8cat impiety, ſhould ſpring from ſoplaine an Inſtituti- 
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on as this of the Sacrament is, and how in courſe of time 
it ſhould fo farre degenerate into ſuch a ſtrange mixt ure 
of foolery and iniquity : but as in Gentiliſme, the divel| 
having drawne menfrom the knowledge of one pure invi- 
ſible God, he cafily puld them into infinite errors, both to 
frame unto themſelves many 2ods, and to conceive mo: 
abſurd opinions of them; ſo kere having once perverted 
the ſimplicity and ſanRity of Chriſts inſtitution, he hath 
by degrees (cvery age adding ſome new tricke or ot her) 
brought ic at laſt unto that Maſle of Idolatrous abominati. 
ons, which Gentiliſne it ſelfe could hardly equall ; and 
Chriſtianity, bur that it ſees now come to paſle, could ne- 
ver have ſuſpeRed the poſſibility of it. ,We arehighly to 
praiſc Almighty God , that hath delivered us and this 
wholeland, trom fo great a corruption ; and that we have 
the Sacraments celebrated in our Churches, in that pure 
ſimplicity of ſubſtance, and thatreverend decency of &c+ 
remonics, as1s agreeable to Chriſt his firlt Inſtirurion, 
Nevertheleſſe, we ought yet to be admonithed, that even 
we take heed of ſuperſtition, that in our ſecret thouzhts we 
inclinenot too much unto that conceit of Opus operatim. 
Let none thinke the bare outward ations and clements 
areable to ſantific him, or that he is the better for them, 
and the ground he trcads on for that day;tharif he goe ta- 
ſting, he hath the mare, if having caten before , he hath 
the leſle benefit, or that even the very recciving of the dle- 
ments, is of great yertue roa ficke man. I confeſſe tis ſo 
to him and al] others, it with a pure heart and faith untai- 
ned, itbe rightly received; only this would be looked un- 
to, hat Proteſtants in proteſſion, be not Papilts in ſome 
part in their opinion, conceiving too highly of the out- 
ward worke, raking little heed tothe inward vertue. = 
gainit the ſuperſtitious uſe of this and all other parts © 
Gods ſervice, ler us remembert hat rule of Chrilt[ /» v4 
they worſhip mee , teaching fe jor dottrmes mens tr.ad1tions, | it 
Scribes and Phariſees ,Papilt or Proteſtant, deprave Gods 
ordinances, or make new of their owns, teachingthem tor 


dofrines, 


— — —Qﬀ—— —___, DO, AD 


for receiving the Sacrament, 25 
—— 


dodrines, whereby, and wherein to worſhip and pleaſe 
God (Wee ſpeake not now of lawfull ceremonies, that 


1me 
3 touch not the ſubſtance of Gods worſhip) in ſodoing they 
ivell teach an crror,and worthipGod in vaine. 
mY 3- The Vnretormed, who haply know what belongs to 
h to the Sacrament, and uſe 1t not with any ſuperſtitious con- 
moſt ett, bur yet they nſe it without any amendment and re. 
reed formation of lite. This kinde of profanaticn is of all moſt 
hath to be feared amongſt us, where knowledge of the nature 
cher) ot the Sacrament, takes away all ſuperſtitious opinion in 
nati- theufe of it. Now by the Vnreformed, I meane thoſe in 
; and whomthe utc of this holy Sacrament, breedes not a pro- 
1 ne- zortionable increaſe of grace and ſanity. You heard 
ly to i crctoforethat the exerciſe of many Chriſtian graces,was 
| 'this intended in this commemoration of Chriſts death, and 
have wherethat is wanting, all the reſt 1s nought worth, The 
' pure Sacrament is appointed for our nouriſhment in grace; 
of ©£« where we grow not by it, t1sa figne this tood was not di- 
ur10n, geſted, butvomired up againe. Where Faith,Repentance, 
© even Thankfulncfle, and Obcdience are not encreaſed , there 
\ts WC Chriſt cruciticd was not remembred,bur forgottenin this 
FALNM, Sacrament. Where holinefle thrives not by fo holy a 
ments mcanes, profancncſle muſt needs be very ranke : guilty of 
them, thisgreat fault were theſe Corinthians. They came to the 
r0C ta- Sacrament, but with what minde ? They were uncharita- 
e hath ble, contentious, proud, deſpiſing the poore, and,which is 
he elc- wor: of all, they came drunken. They are regiſtred for it, 
- tis (0 verſ,21., Who would thinke it poſsible elſe, that there 
untai- could be ſuchprofanenefle, that a man, when he isdrunke, 
ed un- would venter to come into the Church, and to the Sacra- 
1 ſome ment ? Such a one was 1udas, that came to the Paſſeover, 
1c out- and was, or would have bcene atthe Lords Supper, witha 
ac, A- minde full of treaſon and covetouſnefle. Suchare all they 
arts of that come, not having their hearts at all touched with re- 
” vane morſe fortheir ſinnes, or if for the preſentthey be fome- 
us. | 3 what moved, yet they preſently fall intoall their former 
e Gous linnesagaine, For ſuch as come with a reſolution to hold 
1em 107 E OR 
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on in their ſinnes, it is manifeſt that they profane the $a. 
crament extreamely. For whereas in the Sacrament we 
make publique profeſſion of our obedience to Chrik, 21. 
ving up our names in his honourable fervice, by taking'y 
us this badge thereot , and ſo cate this Bt -ad anddrink 
this Cup,in athankfullrememorance of his death, where. 
by that great bleſsing of remiſsion of ſinnesis purchaſed 
for us : who now can belceve that they doe this heartily, 
whoin the meane time diſubey Chri'ts commandement, 
deſpiſe all holinefle, continuing with delight and wilful. 
neſle in thoſe finnes which Chrilt died to expiate ? Is this 
the uſe we ſhould make of Chriſts death ? | Shall wee conte. 
"Me 118 finne that grace may abound ? | The Apoſtle makesthe 
anſwer,[ Ged forbid. ] How (hall we live in finne , when, 
Chriſt is dead for finne, and we with him ſhould bee dead 
unto ſinfic? as the Apoſtle argues, Kem.6. Its therctore but 
8 mecre mockery of God, tor men in the Sacrament to 
make (hew of what they intend not at all, Others come 
haply with a good mcaningto docwell in the general, but 
this reſolution holds nor longer than a day or two, cr z 
weeke ; afterwards they are as bad as before, vea ſome- 
what worlſlc by their relapſes. The oncfort make Chriſt a 
patron of their ſinnes, thinking they.may more ſecurely 
ſerve Satan, under the protetion of Chritfts livery. The 
other make the Sacrament a payment of the old ſcore, that 
they may the more freely runne on upon the new ; the 
pardon of the former ſinnes, 1s unto them a licence for 
lewd prafticesro come, Betweene both forts, a world of 
cople there 1s that {trangecly protane this bleed Sacra- 
ment,never uling it toany increaſe of piety intheir ſoules, 
The ſame men they came untoit, the ſame they depart 
thence, only hercin {till rhe worte, becauſe not amended. 
Were they proud before ? they are fo {till : were they co- 
yctous betore? they are never the more liberall unto the 
poore members of Chriſt leſus,for ailthat Chriſt hath bin 
fo tranke-hearted, as to beſtow his hcart-bloud upon 
tcm:; were.they voluptuous before they went? they itill 
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follow the ſame pleaſures with all greedineſſe : drunken 
before, and drunken ſtill: (wearers 9 gon {wearers 
ſtill: deſpiſers ot Gods ſervice and true Religion, ſcoffers 
at Chriſtian piety, ignorant, unbelceving, unfaithful, un- 
thankfull, impenitent , envious, malictous before the 
went to the Sacrament, and they arcthe ſame men (till, 
They have indecd been at the Sacrament, and there they 
proteſſe open!y to be of the number. of thoſe that [ Doe 
truely and earneitly repent of all their finnes, that are im love 
and charity with therr weighbours » that imtend to leade a holy 
life, followwng Gods commandements, and walkmg thence-forth in 
his bely wayer, | they there (cemc ro confc fle [ that they are 
beartily Torrie for their muſdomygs, that the remembrance of their 
fines 1s grievous, the burthen of them intoler.s ble :] yea they 0 
further, promiſing all amendment ,whcn they ſay, [ Here 
we offer and preſent unto thee O Lord our ſelves, our ſonles, our 
bodies, to be x reaſonable,boly,and lively ſacrifice, ] Be nothere 
good words now ? but whats the eff of ail theſe prayers 
and proteftations ? Looke upon them, you ſhall ſce nothing 
at all performed of that which was ſpoken: theres no alte= 
ration 1n them ; they are (t:!] rhe Cane men they wcre. 
What /eremy ſpake unto thoſe falſe-hearted Tewes, /er. 42, 
20 [ Surely yee diſſembled in your hearts, when yee ſent mee wis 
to the Lord your God, ſaying, Pray for us unto the Lord onr God, 
and according to all that the Lordonr God ſhall [ay, declare nnto 
us, and we will doe it, | may be applicd unto theſe men; que= 
ſtionlefle they rhought not of what they ſpake , or ſpake 
what they did not mcane, when they thus profeſſed Le 
fore God and his Church their repcntance and reſoluti- 
on for obcdicacc. No, thoſe were but worgs of courte : if 
theheart had intended what the rungue uttered . it had 
not bin poſſible for men to tell CGud alye unto his fice, in 
{> ſerious a matter. Wag :zngccd the burden of finnc mto» 
[crable? was the ſorrow for it hearty and earneſt chen? and 
is yet the practice of the ame fins pleaſarr, caſic, and tall 
of contentment? 1s anv man ſo mad tothru#t his ſhoulders 
underthat weight which he knowe+ to be inſupportable ? 
K EB 3 And 
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And what is now become of all that [weetneſſe, of the 
mercy of our Lord leſus Chralt, in pardoni! 12 that which: 
was paſt? w as it never felt at all? or 15 it fo ſoone fe rgotten? 
or may be ſo cafily recovered? Is his love folittle worth, 
as thou wilt part with it forevery toy? or isit fo common 
and cheape, \ to a faire word or two may win 1t? It 1s not 
credible, thar thc ſc who have indeed waſhed their gar- 
ments 1! athebloud of the Lambe ,and made them white, 
would ſoquickly detile them againe, had rhey beene of a 
right breed, i.e. Sheepe of theLordsfl ocke, and not Swine 
of another Heard. Wheretore now let every ons of us de. 
end into his owne heart, and tric how the caſe ſtands 
with his foule ; if his conſcience tell him, that he is as bad 
this ycare as he was laſt, as unreformed alter. as before 
the Sacrament, that his heart 1s as tull of cvillthoughes, 
his mouthof unſecmely, uncleane,and curſcd ſpeakin2,his 
life of careleſſe and irrcligivus pratices as ever, let him 
conclude with humſclte, I hat litherto hc hath ce arcn this 
Bread, and drunke this Cup of the Lord unworthily; moſt 
ſhamefully abuſing that t6 protanencſlcand im; pact) tre 
God hath appointc d toruhc Cxcrcite and 17 crea! T t holi. 
neſſe and true devotion, 

Hitherco of tie Sirine it felte, how, and by whom 
ie 1s committed. In the next place wee mult conſider 
of the quality of it : Tis very hainous, and they that 
commatr it, ove gmilry of the body and bloud of the Lord.) A 
very hard cenſure of a fault that ſeemes not to be very 
?rcat. What? to profane the Sacrament, ſhall it be coun: 
ted murder and bloud-guiltincflc ? an abetting and conſen- 
ting ro the damnable fat of Indas 2: Id the Iewes, in cruci- 
tyi 2 the Lord of Life ? A very horrible offence. But here 
notmuch out of the w 2v \letuslcarne one obſervation that 
may be ot uſe, to reAifie our judgements in this and oth« 
the like matters: Tis this, 

[ The quality of Sinne 1s not tobe meaſured by ours, bu: 
by Gods judgementof it.) 

As the Heavens arc above the Earth , ſo are my waies 

high: 
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1 hicher than your waics, and my thoughts above your 
the 
thoughts, ſairh God, E ſay 55-8. Tistruc in all things,and it 


IT holds in this aifo about the nature of ſinne ;{ God ſecth nce 
oh as man ſecth, he judgeth noras man judgerh. ] Tis asnatu- 
__ ral. to man to extenuate linne, as It 15 to finne :to make a 
_+ {mail ;ault of agreat, and no tault of a little one, Our love 
_ to the pleaſure of ſinne, blindes our judgement in diſce [- 
- ning cf its filthy nature. Whence [Nucdthat notorious de- 
3k pravation of the Law ot God, by thoſt favourable and 
whats flatrering interpretations thereof” which the Phariſees of 
$78 oid! rought in, and thoſe of Rome {till maintaine, yea na- 
Gy 1 turally every one of us allow themgn our hearts Mlas, what 
bad great harmc can there be in't,tobe ra(hly angry, whena 
Gabe man's urg'd to 1t ? tocall our brother foole ? to hhoke on a 
hes, woman with ſome ill defire and no morc ?to ſweare by le- 
FT% rufalem , by the Temple , the Altar, by ones Head, this 
TA Hand this ight, or Goch other little cathes? theſc be ſmall 
"'Y matters, vemall ſfinnes, and why {hou!d we beſonice, as 
my 7 not tor! hinke that thc Phariſces were inthe right leavi ing 
on our ſuch perty mattcrs , as not forbidden by the Law 2? 
wt ' True, moſt mcn would thinke fo ; but our 2rcat ar id onely 
Door, Chrilt Ielus, whom We Oug ht to heare, hath 

Los taught us another leflon, not to judgo anything a toy and 
"Tu trific,that breakes Gods Law, and brings the ſoule in dan- 
FW ger of h cll fire, Sce AMarth.y, For am an, whole calling rc- 


]A quires'tt , not to reprove his brot her, when he ſecs him 
| runnC into aiill courſe, and by loving rebuke toreclaime 


very 
ele, him, wou'd be interpreted by molt for a courtclic , rather 
Gon, than an unkindnefle. Why thould he meddle, and put his 
abs. friend into melancholy, provoke him to angerand diſlike 
"va of him, with many Jn now what God judges 
that of this kinde-hcartednefle he calls ic hatred of our br. ther 
the in plaine tearmes, Levi, 1 9.1 7.{ Tho ſhalt not bats thy bro- 
ther in thy heart ; thou [halt in any wiſe rebwhe thy merghbour,and 
s but not ſuffer ſome upon him, ] San! had a faire excuſe, one 


wou'd have thought; the people mult have a little content 


waics n the ſpoile of the Amalckites, and God mult have a ſa- 
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crifice too: if then ſomething of the beſt be ſpared from 

eftrution, will Samwe/ take it fo hainouſly? Yea that hee 
will, and God alſo, whoby Semmel tells Saul, that however 
he Nleight rhe mat rs yet this his offence 1s Rebellion,and 
th at as ad as Witchcratt, and that hus tranſgrefſion 15 ins. 
quity and Idolatry ; and,that w hich will grieve Sau! more 
than the loſſe of Gods tavour, he thall lote his Kingdome 
for it, 1.Sam.1F. Its a ſmall thing ro catean Apple : true ; 
but tis a great matter toditobey od: an id if eAdaw tranſl. 
grefſc, though bur in taking of an Apple, he ſalldyeto rit, 
andall his poſterity, Nothu ng then 1s ſmall, whereupen 
depends ghe ſanity ot Gods commandement and our o- 
bedience. Now here you muſt remember, that theres a 
double reafon, why we our ſolves arc not cquall judges of 
the nature andq juality of finnc. 

1. Becauſc we are the parties accuſcd, and impleaded 
as Zuilty of tinne ;andt heretore we cannot be cquall arbi- 
trators 11 our owne cauſe, where love of {inne, and of our 
(elves muſt needs make us partiall. 

2. Our judgement is port the rule of rightcouſneſle, 
but only Gods will and Gods law. He is ludge,and thc one 
ly Law-giver that mult fave or dc troy , acquit Or Con= 
dc mne. Heis the perſon offended, tl hat © ily can without 
parttality interpret the quality of the off. NCC. 

Let this then be a caution th make us looke abs wut 118, 
and adviſe what we have to do when we deale with tinne. 
We know not what wee goe :bout when we meddle with 
it; its like cntermediing with Stare buſinclcs; a ſmall mat- 
tcr,as a word miſplaced, a circum'tancc nor obſerved, 
throwes a man betorc he 1s aware into a Premunire. or 
Treaſon. Power is in.ihe hand « | : King,and tis he mult 
nterpret how tarre he takes |1nſclte wronged by the at- 
tempt. So in ſinne, when we mcddle withit, we meddle 
v ith (20d Oo I CiNC tcit Sovcratzne Lord ; aur allegiance ro 
heavcn IS 990” arty” yam C allied ] | UC tr. 1, EVETY * Fnce 
1nthiscalc 1s Capitail, and incurrcst he puniſhment of rc- 
bcilion, V\ Rn it CUnCcEriics us foto thinke of finnc, 
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as God (peakes of it, and in this point leſſe than in any, to 
leanc unto our owne wiledome, but to be ruld by his. All 
our Diſtinions, | xtenuations, Qualifications, RejeRi- 
ons upon other, good Intentions, with a thouſand ſuch 0+ 
ther ſhitrs, will vaniſh away mto horror and utter confu- 
fion, when God (hall lay righteouſnefle in the ballance,and 
cenſure our finncs according to his moſt impartiall and 
exa&t judzemeyt. Thus mach I thoughtir not amiſle to 
obſerve by the way ; ſeeing the Apoſtle ſcemestogoe farre 
in cenſ{uring this finne ot unw: rthy co! mmunicating,to be 
no lcfle a t fault than guilty iefle of bloud : that we may nor 
thinke the Spirit of God here ſpeakes by an Hyperbole;but 
that we way learne,as here, ſo in othcr things,to bring our 
judgements to his, and not roqualitic his by our Rhctoricall 
devices. 

Wee muſt now procceede to enquire what the Apoſtle 

mcancs, when he ſaith, that ſuch as cate and drinkc un- 
worthil y,arc guilty of 'the body and bloud of the Lord, By 
the body and bloud of the Lord , he mcanes the Death of 
Chrilt Icſus, whoſe body was ct ucitied, and his bloud ſhcd 
by the Iewes. Burt herethe queition 15, how ſuch as pro- 
Fin C the Sacramcnrt arc Cuiity ot hnits dcath? | anſwer, 
Guiltincſle of a fault, reachecth partly tothe ARors, partly 
wthe Abettors of 1t ; ſuch as give counſell agd aide to the 
doing,or conſcntto 1t when tis done. Thoſe are the prin- 
cipall, thcle the acceflory ; and in ail crimesthat are capi- 
tall. the ſame punith: nentis duc unto both. Now the Icewes 
were the princtpallactors, and fo in the firſt place guilty 
of Chrilts death, at whoſc hands his Loud innocently ſhed 
ſhall be requ! red. Bu? othcr+s ma» be ab. ttorsof this their 
fac; 2 boththe poſterity of the 1-wes are u to this day, 
who blaſphcme his name and account him ju{tly put to 
death by their tathers, as a malc:actor and d« ccrver, tor 
which cauſe they (til! feel the v<nvcrance of God von 
then: according tothcir tathers cu rſe;] +15 Bloud be upon 
w 21 our children: Jand alfo many Chriſtians arc, who 
profolling the name of Chriſt, yet deny the vercuc oi his 


death 
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death and ſuffering. But is any Chriſtian ſo wicked as to 
allow of that tat of the eek 1 crucitying Chriſt? Yea 
that there 1s, even all thoſe that uſe t this Sacrament of his 
body and bl nd r_wtapr ,they allow it, and by fo doi: 
arc euilty ot hisdeath. But how can thisl beſo? TI us: ” 
that protaneth and abuſcth this holy Sacrament, doth in a 
Gecialiing ucr offer contempt unto the body and blovd of 
Chriſt, Foraſmuch as the Sacrame: t 15 appointed for this 
vcryend, to be a {igne and viſible re epre cſen tation of the 
death of Chriſt, wherei n his (ufferines and the benefits of 
them unto us, are in lively char acrs hgurcd out befor 
us, and,as by a ſcalc,conftirmed unto orr aſc and comferrt, 
V\ herefore, when this moſt folemne and hol See wa ncemos- 
ration of Chriſt crucihcd, is celebrarcd in an) other man- 
ncr, than what1s agrecable to the dignity and grearnefle of t 
ſo excellent a pcrſo n, ſo excellent a bl effi ng as Chrilt cru- 
Cificd is unto us: then , however wee may thinke we ho- 
nour him by our outw ard ſervice , yet Chrilt takes him- 
ſelfe tobe diſhonoured , and his death deſpiſed, Other 
Waies there are whe revy diſhonour falls upon Chriſt ; as 
by diſobedience to his ( Goſpcil, deſpiſing ot his Miniſters, 
&c. but this is an immediate contempt of him,when he is 
diſ-regarded in that very thing which forth his dcath 
and ſuf rings gan indignity in this kinde, is a villeny,thats 
offered properly aud immediatelyto his facred perſon and 
precious merits, As 1h alike, but much inferior caſe, when 
the picture, ſcale, armes, chaireot Eſtate of any King, arc 
violated, the diſgrace done to them, redounds immediate- 
ly to the conte: mpt of the Kings perſop, and the docr of it 
is puniſhable, as if he had — violence upon the 
King himſelfe. So h+- that unworthily uſeth this Sacra- 
ment of Chriſts death, muſt needs offer contempt to his 
death it ſelfe. Now no mancan in any ſort di-eſteeme the 
death of Chriſt, but he in part conſents to the treaſonable 
conſpiracies and pratices of Indas and the ewes, 1n put- 
ting him to death, as it it were a matter not ill done,or not 


ſo ill done as it was indeed, Yea hethat ſleightly paſſcth 
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overthe death of an innocent perſon, making a ſmall mat- 
ter of it;he cither makes the innocent to be indeed nocene, 
one that hath juſtly deſerved to be ſlaine, who being Mlaine 
deſerves fo little regard, or at leaſt he makes himſelfe no- 
cent, breeding a ju!t ſuſpicion that he was or would have 
been conſenting to that mans death. You ſee then, that it 
is no ſmall matter to profane the Sacrament ;but a very 
hainons offence, which brings us within the guilt of that 
horrible finne of murdering the Lord of Life, the thought 
whereof ſhould make us to tremble , and to deteſt both 
them that did it, and our ſelvestoo, if we be acceflary toir. 
This ſhould make us very carcfull and wary, how we ap. 
proach unto the Table of the Lord, ſeeing as the benefit is 
great if we rightly reccive this holy Sacrament,{o the dan- 
gcr is as great if we reccive it unworthily,becauſethereby 
we become guilty of the death of Chrilt. I would I mighe 
perſwade you ſcr:ouſly rothinke of this point : much rath- 
nefle and impiety in comming to the Sacrament would be 
revented by this meanes, if men would duely conſider 
be fearfull a finne they commit when they come unpre. 
paredly and unreverently thereunto. Allthe difficulty lies 
in this,if they wovld but beleeve, that this were ſuch a 
fault indecd, The Apoſtle we ſee is exprefle , [ Wholoever 
eatcth unworthily 15s guilty, &c. Jbut yermen can hardly af- 
ſent to this. What ? are they not baptized intothe name of 
Chriſtzare they not Chriſtians profcfſing the Goſpeil of 
Chriſt ? do they not receive the Sacramentin honour of 
Chriſt ? and will yee yet judge them ſt:ch beaſts and mif< 
crcants, that they are conſenting to the death of their Sa. 
viour? They were not worthy tolive an houre, if they did 
beare anill minde towards him, they conld with him ac- 
curſed,whoſoever loves not the Lord lefus;for themlcives, 
they love him, and honour him 1m their hearts: it any Icw 
or Turke ſhould revilc him, they will fight and dye for his 
ſake ; yea if any affirme that they hate him, theyle 1pit 1n 
hisface, and have him by the cares. Herenow bee great 


words, one would thinke; and men that ace thus refolved, 
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" can wee judge them otherwiſc than the very friends of 


Chriſt? Wee judge them not: but let us heare what rhe 
Scripture faith, [He that cates, &c. unworthily, is guiley, 
&c. ]Guilry he is not, but by conſent ; conſent he would 
not, unleſſe he did deſpiſe and hate Chrilt; this he cannot 
doe and be his friend : yet this he may doe even then 
whilſt hecats this Bread and drinks this Cup with a good 
meaning, as he imagines,in a honourable cclebration of the 
memory of Chrilts death. Wheretore that ſuch men may 
got deceive themſelves with vatne imaginations, I will 
commend unto their obſervation one concluſion more that 
ariſcth from theſe words, and then I have done. Tis this, 
[ Many that profeſle* Chriſtianity , thinking that they 
love and honour Chriſt, may yet hate him as much as 

the Iewes did that crucined him. ] 
1he pointis cleere from the Apoltles doQrine, where. 
by we ſec, that men may thinke to honour Chriſt by recei- 
ving the Sacrament of his bodyand bloud, whileſt yet at 
that very time they may ſo farre diſhonour him, as to be 
accounted enemies and haters of him, ſuch as ſtand guilty 
before God of ſhedding the bloud of that his only Sonne, 
No Chriſtian, you may beſure,would be ſofuriouſly mad, 
to goe tothe Sacrament with ſuchan intent, therein to 
profeſſe his maliceagainſt Chriſt, and bning upon himſelfe 
the guilt of his bloud : but ſce how bad tis to truſt our own 
—_— meanings, and how calily wee may commit a faalr, 
whilſt we verily thinke we doe avoide it. The heart of 
man is wicked , many times making profeſſion of love, 
when tis full of ſecret enmity and hatred : withall, mans 
heart is ſo ſtrangely deceitfull, that it may ſometimes hate, 
where it dire&ly intends tolove, The truth of this is cer- 
taine, and of ſingular uſc in judging traely of our ſpirituall 
eſtate, I will but briefly touch in ſo much as concernes our 
p_ purpoſe, Exed,29,5.God threatnethto puniſh Ido- 
aters to the fourth generation. Yea but why ſhould God 
be angry with his friends? they honour God, and would 
actor a world robbe him of his glory ; tis not the crea- 
ture, 
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ture, but him they worſhip in the creature : their piety is 
ſo great towards him, that willingly they would alwayes 
have him in their mindes,and what better than an image 
to put them in remembrance ? They defire muchto have 
their weakneſlc helped , and a lively piture is a ſingular 
matter to ſtirreup devotion; beſides,their reverence of this 
majeſty is ſo much, that in very modeſty they will not pre. 
ſume into his preſence, but by mediation of a Saint or An- 
gell;and he that honours Gods (riends,doth nor,they hope, 
diſhonour God. Thus plead they of the Romiſh Church, 
and the like pretences had the ancient Idolaters amon 
the Gentiles and lewes,thinking verily that in thus doing, 
they had demonſtrated much love towards God. But doth 
God take it ſo? no,in his wrath and jcalouſic ke will puniſh 
them and their poſterity, as haters of him: for did they 
love him, they would have kept his commandements, as 1t 
is,ver([.6. worſhipping him as himſelfe had preſcribed, not 
as themſelves liſted. And this hatrcd which Idolaters beare 
towards God, is moſt manifcſt, when at any time God ſhall 
ſend his Prophets and Miniſters, to charge them with his 
commandement, and require them upon their allegiance 
to forſake ſuch their courſes, then Coththe malice and bite 
ternefle of their hearts breake forth ourragiouſly in all de- 
ſpitefull conterapt and cruell uſage of the Lords meſſen. 
pers,as all the ſtories of the Scripture doe teſtifie. Againe, 
theres no deubrt but the Scribes and Phariſees, thoughe 
that Chriſt uſed them very hardly and uncharitably, whea 
he told them that they allowed the deedes of their forefa- 
thers, in murdering the holy Prophers of the Lord, Chriſt, 
if he would, mightſ-e well cnough that they were no ſuch 
men,nor ſobloudy minded, their doings teſtihe the high 


opinion they have of the Prophets [ for they bwild the tomber 11,1, 3.29.6 


the Prophets, and garmſh the lcbres of the rightrows ] let 

= —_ roots 2 —_ Trheir diſlike the wad, of 

ſuch foule fats, /f we,fay they had brene in their dates of onr 

fathers, we won'd not have beene partners with them in the blowd 

of the Prophets.)] No,would not? _ likely a _ 
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ſhall finde honourable entertainement among the Scribes 


and Dhariſces, it he live in their daies, Now ſee, tis a Pro- 
phet that ſpeakes untothem, that great and only Propher, 
whereof all others ſpake ;namely, the Mcllias ; if they ho. 
nour any ,theyle ſure honour him. Nothing lcfle, the very 
ſame murderons minde their fathers bare towardsthe old 
Prophets, the ſame doe theſe their children carry toward 
this Prince of Prophets ; witneſle that of Chrilt, /ob.8 40. 
[ Now yee goe about to kill mee, a man that hath teld you the 
truth hich 1 have beard from God, | And as much kindnefſe 
would theſe men have ſhewed to any of the Prophets, had 
they been then living, and as cager in buds VICC$ 
for which Chriſt taxcd thoſe times. Wherefore, Chriſt 
knowing the ungracioustemper of their hearts, full of all 
hypocrite and wickedneſle, juſtly pronounceth them ul. 
tic of thcir fathers tault, and tells them 1n plaine termes, 
that [ the blould of all the Prophets, ſhed from the foundation of 
the world, ſhall bee required of that generation, |as you may 
reade, Luk.1 1.47.7 ſeq. Againe,ſhould theſe Phariſees and 
other Iewes whocrucihed Chriſt, have beene told before 
hand, how vitely and maliciouſly they would uſe the long 
expected Meſlias, whom they ſo much honoured and defi- 
red after : with what indignation, thinke you, would they 
have deficd himcthar ſhould thus have called their lovalty 
in queſtion? Wel!l,Chriſtis come amongſtthem;4o they re- 
ccive him lovingly?No now their hote love torhe Vieſſias 
is turned to hatred and deſpight ; they vilihe him by baſe 
reproaches,and conſp.re againſt him by all mcanes pofsi- 
ble. Whats now the cauſe of this? didnot Chriſt manifct 
himfelfe evenunto their conſciences what he was? Y es, but 
heres that marres all; *twas another maner of Meſlias that 
they lookt for, a magnificent King, under whom they 
might domineere ovcrall the world, live inſtate,and enjoy 
their picaſures;ſuch a one they expected, ſuch a one they 
lov'd : as for Chriſt he was a poore man in ſhew, and little 
hope they ſaw of great matters by him ; beſides, he was, as 
they thought , too too cager in reforming the manirons 
abuſcs 
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abuſes of the Tewiſh Church; he was, as Malachy prophe- 
fied of him, [ /the a purging fire, and lthe Fullers ſope. ſuring 
bimſelfe downe to trie and refune the ſilver, yea even to purifie the 
ſonnes of Levi,and to purge them 4s gold and filver that he might 
offer unto the Lord an offering in righteeuſneſſe, | Mal. 3.2.3. 
He fals foule upon the ambirion,covetouſnes,hypocrifie,8 
other great enormities of the Phariſees, Scribes, & chiefe 
Rulers ; he ſpares none, but treely reproves every off:ndor, 
and ſmitcs at every corruption with that (harp two edged 
ſword, which gocth out of his mouth. This enrageth the 
corrupt mindes of the TIewes, and quite daſhcth all their 
imaginary love and reſpe&, which they ſeemed tobcare to 
the Meſſias, the honourable and good affeftion which they 
had conceived towards his perſon, 1s turncd intothe very 
gall of bitterneſſe, when once his perſon appeares accom- 

anicd with ſuch circumſtancesand qualities, as are utter 
ly diſtaſtetullro their falſe opinions and corrupt affetions. 
So that now,as the Prophet Malachy had foretold ſoit falls 
out, [ Who may abide the diy of bus comming, and who may en« 
dure when he appeareth 7 Mal.3.2. Theſe Tlewes could not 
abide ic with any patience, nor can any whoſe hearts are 
like unto theirs, 

Now the cauſe of all this, why men indeed may hate 
that good they (ceme to love, isfrom that perpetuall en» 
mity which is betweene the ficſh and the ſpirit, corrupti- 
on and grace. A bad man thats unregenerate, may for 
ſome re{pe&s profeſſe muchlove and liking of the Goſpell 
aad of Religion, and hee may for the preſent ſpeake as 1 
thinkes : but in the mcane while he 1s not aware, that itil! 
there remaines in him a roote of bitterneſle, deeply fallned 
in his nature, which tillit be plucked up, makes all religt- 
on diſtaſtefullto him Theres in him an habituall corrape 
temper of his heart,that ſtands utterly oppeſiretoGod and 
Gocdnefle : and let it be but once ſtirred by the preaching 
and application of the Word, you ſhall ſce preſenely , that 
the man who made ſhew of much love andattectionto 
Chcilt and his Goſpell, now boyles in fierce rage and ns 
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ward 14lice azainſt them, his heart ſwells with very ſcorne 
and diſdainoto be brought in obedience under the com- 
ma 1dsof the Word ; and now he teſtifies to allthe world, 
that he cares not a button for God,for Chriſt,for Propher, 
for Apoſtle, for Miniſter, for all or any of them : they arc 
none of his friends that will cfoſſe him thus in his content- 
ments, and he will be an encmy to all that thus controule 
tum, 

Wherefore you ſee how dangerous tistotrult ourſelves, 
wherein without great heed taken, we may be Chriltsbit- 
ter enemics, when we thinke we are his deare friends, Le: 
this bee obſerved by thoſe that are apt to thinke ; Qh it 
Chriſtliv'd on the carth, or the Apoſtlc Pax/,or ſome other 
of thoſe famous men were alive topreach unto us , wee 
would honour them with all poſſible reverence, we would 
kifle the ground they trod on, chaine our cares to their 
tvs, follow them, heare them, obſcrve them, doe as they 
bid us. Fondconceits of men that know not what they 
ſay : ſuch was the opinion of the Phariſees ronching the 
old Prophets [ Ob had we then lived ge. ] fuch was the rich 
mans dreame in hell, 06, father Abraham, bur if one come 
from the dead. | Wee know how vaine theſe imaginations 
were, and will alwates prove. Men admire vertue when 
they (ee it nor, and the old Proverbe is true, Dead men doc 
not bite : The Prophets are dead,Chrilſt 1s gone to heaven, 
Paw! preachesno more, their names are now moſt honou- 
rable;tis a credit to bee their Diſciples, and as for thcir 
writings, we can Chuſc cither notto reade them, or not t9 
apply them. But did we indeed fee the holinefle,humilicy, 
xeale, ſeverity againſt finne, ſtritneſſc of converfation;itull 
living and breathing in theſe men : were Chrilt againe in 
that his humbled eſtate, or any of his ſervants to preach 
unto us out of our Pulpits, (hould they with their accu- 
ſtomed boldneſſe and zeale freely rebuke the diſorders that 
are amongſt all ſorts of men, the Athciſme, Infidelity, Pro- 
fanenefle, Pride, Luxury, Oppreſſion, &c. that are now in 
the Chriſtian world; Chriſt muſt be crucified pins, _ 
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ſcorned asmuch asever, Pan/ ſhould againe be accuſed by 


many a Termilu for a peltilent fellow, and mover of ſedi- 
tion throughout the world, A, 24.5. cAmeziah would 
gake a complaint upon Amo: to /eroboams, that Amor hath 
conſpired againſt him in the middeſt of the houſe of 1ſrael, 
and that the Land is notable to beare all his words, Amos 
2.10. Ahab would azaine call Ekab a troubler of Ifracl, 
11nd his enemy, becauſe he reproves him of his Idolatry, 
covetouſneflc, and murder, 1.Kmy.1$.17. 21.20. Looke 
what mcaſure they found 1n their times, the ſame they 
ſhould finde. The reafon is maniteit from that of Sa/omon, 


[rhe righteous is an abomination to the wicked ] 1mpicty and Prov.29.27, 


ungodlinefſe abhorres the fcllowſhip of holinefle and puri- 
tic ; they that doe cvill will hate the light : and that of 
Chriſt ſtands good for ever, Job 7.7.[ The world haterb mee, 
becauſe 1 teſtifie of it, that the works: thereof are evill, | It ha- 
xd him then in his owne perſon ; it hates him now in his 
Word, Sacraments, Miniſters, and Ambaſladcors, all which 
are by ungracious men, yet calling them tor Chriltians,de- 
rided, ſcoffed, contemned and tramp'ed upon by a thou- 
land indignitics : and hate him it willſtill,ſo long as Chriſt 
by his Word & Miniſters ſhall rebuke men of all their un» 

godly doings. It is not poſsible that men thould ever love 


thoſe, in whom as Sa/vian ſpeakes, Nehil videwt ſunm, quo« De Gub,l.3, 


ziam Dei totum ; they ſee nothing agreeable to their owne 
humours, becauſe all things agreeable to Gods will, 

To concludethen, let us not thinke, that becauſe we are 
baptized, protcfle Religion, heare the Word, receive this 
Sacrament; we arethcrefore ſuch as doe trucly love and 
honour the Lord Ieſus Chrilt. No, letus goe upon a ſurcr 
ground, and that is that molt cerraine and intallible rule 
which Chriſt gives, Jobs 1 5.14. | Tee are my friends if you 
toe what ſorver [command you. ] Hee loves him truely tr: -c 
loves to obey him, and for his ſake will be content © Que 
any thing he bids him; be difobedient, and pretund * hat 
thou wilt, thou art an encmy of Chriſt, and Chrt't anc 
micof thine. Thinke of this ſeriouſly as maiy as 0c 
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touch their hearts ro Zoe unto the Sacrament, that they 
may firſt purge their ſoules of their inward rebellion, and 
naturall hatred of Chriſt, leſt whillt they in the Sacrament 
ſeeke for life by his death, rhey become guilty of his death, 
And remember,;that as the bloud of Chrilt ſprink!cd on the 
ſoule by an holy taith, ſpcakes better things than the bloud 
cf Abel, namely, tor mercy and pardon to be given us : {6 
where tis deſpiſed and troden under toot,being counted as 
an unholy thing, it cries much lowder tor vengeance than 
did the bloud of Abe! , and deſerves a forer puniſhinene 
than any tranſgreſſion againſt Moſes Law, Heb. 10.28.29, 

Thus we have ſcene the nature and quality ot this finne 
of Vnworthy partaking at the Lords Table : it followes 
that we goe forward unto the mcanes which the Apoſtle 
here preſcribes for the avoiding of this ſinne,and that is 
diligent cxaminationot a mans ſelfe before he come unto 
the Sacrament. This the Apoſtle ſets downe, verl.28, in 
theſe words ; 

Wherefore let a man ex amine bimſc!fe, and ſo let bum cate of 

that Bread, and drmle of that Cmp, 

The words need not any curioſity inthe diviſion or 1n- 
terpretation of them, The ſenſe is plaine: Heres a duertic 
commanded unto us, thats Examination of onesfſelte ; and 
hcrethe time or particular occaſion that requiresit , thats 
Beforc we come tothe Sacrament. Tis not put to our dif- 
cretion, the wordsare imperative : Leta man examine, let 
him cate ; He muſtdoe both, but firſt examine, then cate, 
The praQticall concluſion that hence iſſues out, is this. 

[lt is a neceſſary duery of every one, firlt ro examine 
himſelfe before he preſume to come tothe Lords Tablc, ] 

In unfoldingunto you this point of moſt excellent pra- 
Qice in Chriſtianity, letus aſcend a little from the parti- 
cularto the gencrall ; firſt touching upon the naturegnecel- 
fity, and uſe of Selfe-cxamination conſideredat any time, 
then deſcendingto the explication of this ducty, with its 
particular relation to the Sacrament. 


To examine ones ſelfe is in bricfec, to take a truc ſuruey 
Ot 


A A —_ ——_——— i —_ _—— — _——_—__ 


for receiving the Sacrament, 41 
ey of our ſpirituall eſtate in grace. This is done by comparin 
id our preſent condition,what we finde in our ſelves, wit 
nt the Scriptures. The Scriptures are they that ſupply unto 
h, us all Articles to be inquired of ; w_ us What 1s good, 
he and required of us, what cvill,and forbidden to us. They 
ad acquaint us with the nature of every finne, of every grace, 
lo making a full diſcovery of the kindes and properties of 
2s both. When now a man ſhall queſtion himfelfe upon ſuch 
an interrogatories as theſe; Such and fuch ſinnes are forbid. 
ne deninthe Word, and they that love and live in the pra- 
29, Atice of them,are wicked and gracelefle perſons, Am I one 
ne of them that delight in doing ſuch things ? Againe,Such and 
Fes ſuch graces and duetics are required of all thoſe that are 
tle trucly good and godly men, Have I thoſe graces ? Doe [ 
tis practice thoſe ducties? The conſcience being thas exami- 
1t9 ned, will returnea true anſwer to every queſtion, Yea or 

in Nay. Whence it will be cafie to give a true cenſure of our 
ſpirituall eſtate, how matters goe with us in regard of 
e of Frace or Corruption. This is,in tew words, felte-cxamina- 
tion : the neceſsity of which duety will appeare unto you 
i- by confidcration of a double conſequent that followes z 
eric one upon thenegleR, the other upon the Praftice thereof. 
and 7. The negleRt of this Chriſtian ducty, breeds igno- 
nats ranceof a mans fpiritnall eſtate: a fault very cateto be run 
dif- into, but be yee aflured, of very great dangerto thoſe that 
let takeno notice of it in themſclves-Tis true,that mans heart 
ate, is deceitfull above all things, and tis very difficult to know 
it thoroughly ; beſides that, love of finne and (elfc-love 
nine makes us unwilling to ſee our owne foulecorruptions,or to 
lc. ] enquireafter ſuchvertuesand graces,aswe know the want 
pra- of them would but grieve us, and we ſuppoſe withall,that 
arti- if we had them,they would be but a burthen to us Where- 
ccl- fore we are apt to caſt a vaile upon our underſtanding, and 
une, take up ourreſl.in an ignorant perſwation, that all is well 
1 1ts with us, becauſe wee liſt not to know what wee want. 


Which reſolution how dangerous it is, will ſoone appeare 
to-any that can unde what miſchictcs thelc arc ; 
ot G namely, 
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namely, hardnefle of heart, prefumptuous boldneſſe in fn. 
ning , continuall dangcr to fall from bad to worſe, and x 
fearfuil preparationfor all future terrors. There is 10 Mil. 
ſtone or Adamant ſo unycelding tothe ſtroke of the ham. 
mer, as is that heart which hath once (or all taken up chi; 
conc.ulion,All is wel with me.Counſcl him,admoniſh hun, 
threaten him our of the Word, Lapiii atixers (in another 
ſenſe) he heares you not, you may hold your ſelfe quict, he 
is well and warme, what doe youdifquicting him ? Diſco. 
ycr unto him the danger of ſuch courſes as hee tollowes ; 
that it he continue therein he runnes upon his owne cter. 
nall rnine anddeſtrution, you move him not a jot, excenr 
it beto choler: in which,tor your courtcſic,hele returns 
ſuch an anſwer as this ; Sir, ſhift for your ſelfe Care not 
for mee, I truſt to doe well enough torall that you fay to 
the COntrary ; and ſo he ZOCs On preſumpru« ully, till at laſt 
he periſh in his great folly. Beſides,ſuch a carcicfle regard 
of oncsſpirituall eſtate, throwes a man eve ry moment ut. 
on a thouſand unexpeFed dangers. Hee that knowes no 
how bad he is, afluredly he cannottell how bad he ſhall be. 
We walke among ſnares, and temptations are laid for us, 
which way ſocver wee turne our ſelves about: to prevent 
thele,there needs great wiſedome and watchfulneſle : hee 
that hath neither, can hee hope to eſcape taking ? When 


the prudent are oftentimes caught, what ſhall become «f 


rath and heedlcfle adyenturers ? Surely experience tells us 


what 15 theiflue of ſuch wretchleſle and ill-adviſed mes : 
when God ia his rightcous judgement (hall ſuffer them to 
tall upon ſomefeartull temptations, that fit their ſecret,but 
to themſelves unknowne corruptions, they take fire at the 
firſt ſtroke, and breake out intothoſe vile unpicties, which 
even themſelves aforetime could inot thinke of withour 
dereſtation. Bur yet theres a miſery worſe than all this : 
when once God (hall awake ſuch a ſleepy conſcience, and 
teare off that covering wherewith floath and ſecurity had 
mutficd and oyer-ſpread it, When by ſomenctable judge- 
ment fallea fit a man , God (hall quicken in him the re- 
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ug membrance of his former iniquities, or when ſickneſſe 
1 ſhallſcaze on him, ſummoning him todeath, and death to 


. . judgement, when he fhall fee his ſinnes fer in orderbefore 
C him, and large rolles of inditement written againſt him 
v within and without full of ſinnes and woes : thinke you 
GC nt that a man hath then rewarded evill unto his ſoule, by 
a piunging hi:nlelfc into thoſe perplexitics , which watch- 
* tulnefle1n tine would have prevented? Oh what amaze is 
=_ fuch aman in, who hath ſo many reckonings to be made 
Cc up; when new and old mult be reckoned tor at once, when 
cr ſo many thouſand thouſand debtsare to be cleared, where. 
hs of there is not ſo much as one poore farthing diſcharged ? 
= Had itnot beene wiſedome to have looktinto theſe thugs 
Kb betimes, againe and 2gaine to have fer all reckonings to 
ay right, to have gotten the debt-booke crofied, the obligati- 
wa on canccllcd, and a diſcharge ſealed up unto our conſcien- 
ar” ces in the bloud of Iefus Chrit? This had beene a fafe 
= courſe; and not like deſperate Bankreuts to ler all things 
= runne at adventure. Then might one have rejoyced in fick- 
G nefle,and triumpht in death,being delivered trom all thoſe 
os trrrors,which utterly overwhelme thoſe carelefle perfons, 
Rs who in thcirdaics of peace and healthnever remembred 
_ God orthemſelves. = | 
KL This and more all: »if more can be, isthe danger of this 
> of pe of examination, negleRted : the benefit that comes 
y the 
op 2. Prattice of it, ison the contrary ,a diſtin and cleare 
Tg knowledge of our ſpiritual citare. By this prooteand exa- 
uv mination of our {clves, we ſhall know plainely whether we 
AY: be in the Faith, whether Chriſt be in us, yea or no ; whee 2.Cor-13.5, 
ich } ther wee be dead in finne, or alive to righteouſnefle : wee 
Ld ſhallſee what graces we have, what we want, what cor- 
Rp ruptions we have overcome , what do yet Overcome us, 
ed what godly duerics we pratiſe, what we omit, where we 
dad dce well, where wee faile. This will diſcover unto the 
ſee- whole temper of our ſoules,what evill :feion 13 ſtrongeſt 
44 in us, in what thing weare aptcſt to finne, that fo we may 
—_ G 2 . be 
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be the more heedfull to prevent a danger ; ayaine, what 
graces are weakeſt 1n us, what mo't uſctull for us, that ſc 
we may get theſeand {trengrhen thoſe. This particular di. 
ſtint knowledge of our ſclves,will bring torth theſe three 
blefled efftets. 

1, Wakefulneſle and Tenderneſſe of Conſcience, He 
that is thoroughly acquainted with the ſtate of his bore, 
that knowes what dilh is hurttull, what healchfull to him; 
he that hath found what the danger of a ſurteit is, will be, 
you may be ſure, wary of his diet and courſe of living, Na. 
ture learnes us this care over a crazie body,and grace will 
tcach as much watchtulneſlc over a finnetull foule, He thar 
hatþ taken thorough notice of the great diſtempers of his 
heart, how quickly enticed by every temptation to pra- 
Aiſc any evill,toneglet any good dr1ctics; He that hath 
found how ougly and tearcfull the face of finnc 1s, when 
it is preg med in its true ſhape , ſtripved of all its lying 
aleclihs or pro'its, and accompanied onely with Gods 
hatred and curſe, Hethat hath found what it is to venter 
upon finne, with the loſle of Gods fayour,the joy of the 
holy Ghoſt, the pcacc and ſweeteſt repoſe of a good con- 


{cicnce, blame him not, my Brethrer, if hee bee afraid of 


finne. Doe not cenſure htm tor foolithly preciſe, it he of. 
ten aske, and inguire, and doubr in many particulars of his 
practice,not daring to hazzard l:imſcife where haply hee 
ſces others goe on confidently. Nay,bleſſed isthis temper 
of the hcart, if that of Salomon be truc,| B/effed is hee that 
feareth alwaies. By how much more odious 1s the finne of 
thoſc,who intheir hearts deſpiſe this tendernefſe of conſe i. 
ence, and with their tongues rayle; revile, and curſe it, 
deeming it the ſigne of afilly efeminate mind tobeaffraid 
of any {inne,efpccially of ſmall offences ? But ever let thoſe 
that beare the faces of men, and name of Chriſtizns,deteſt 
ſuch impicty, that tramples under foote with ſcorne and 
diſdaine,the moſt precious comfort of a Chriſtians ſoule, a 
Good Conſcience. Thoſe menwillthen ſee their crrour, 
when Ged ſhall coolethe heate of their highbloud,and re- 

bete 
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bete the edge of their furtous refolutions,by caſting them 

upon their beds of afflition, and ſcourging them with the 

rodot his indignation. Then they will conteſſe that a 200d 
conſcicnce,ſoftened by grace and purged by the ſprinkling X 
of the bloud of Chrilt , from the 5:1lr of finne, is more 

worth than millionsof thoſe unlaw! u'l pleaſures, wherein 
orly,they ſometimes thought, truz contentment was to be 

, tound. 


2. Humility, He that ſhall often looke his face in the 
glaſle of the Law of Liberty , which will not make him 
. one jotfairer or fowler than heis, but tracly diſcover un- 
" tohimall his det rmities; ſucha one will notbce forward 


to tall in love with his own<c beauty. When he fits downe 
rotrie himſclte by this Law, he finde3 thercin all perteti- 
on of holineſſe commanded, but not the thouſand part '6Þ 
this holinefle and goodnefle inhimſclfe. He reades in the 
Law large Catalogues of ſinnes forbidden, upon paine of 
O Gods cternall diſpleaſure, and in his owne conſcience hee 


's fndes the guilrot all or moſt of thoſe tranſgrefſions. When 

* he ſcans his be {t workes, he hindes they fall farre Chort of % 
A that faith, zeale, ſincerity, and perfe& charity, wherein 

= they ouzht to have been P: -rtormcd, This examination 

- lets him ce that he harh little wherof ro be proud;& now 

=_ what cver others may thinke of him, he knowes ſo much 

mn cvill,and fo little good by himſelfe, that he cannot thinke 

"6 highly and honourably of humlclte. Ler him be d-fpiſfed, 

- reviled, repre oched as baſe and vile, it isno corraſive to 


c him ; for why ? he abhorres himſelfe more than anothec 
Can deſpiſe lim,and is more vile in his owne eſtcem,than 
he can be im anothers reproaches. Thus when he looks on 
his graces, he ſees Gods glory ;when on his fins, his owne 


= ſhame : which breeds mn kim all humble affeQions ot 
a" thankfulacſſe roGod , that of bad hath made him good ; 
Cs and carctulneflc 1n bimſclfe, that ot good he may become 
P much better, 
" 3 True Peacc and Comfort ia lite and death. Often 
whe reckoning (faith the Proverbe) makes long triends.. Tis 
xtc G3 never 
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never truer than inthis matter; He rhar often calls hig;- 
ſelfe roa ſtrict account, judging himſeitc tor his tranſereſ. 
ſions, weeping over them in godly furrow, n-ver ccafing 
gill pardon be obtained; this man alone poT.ilcth his heart 
11 peace and comfort. Hee knowes od 15 at perce with 
him, and therefore nothing can put him to m'1ch teare or 
trouble:which makes him with much quictne11- a+ reſo- 
lu:ion expe the approch ot all adveriity of fick:cle,of 
dcath,of judgement. Again,wheras the joy of a maas heart 
4n this life ls, that hee (hall be ſaved in the lite to come; 
this can never bee ſound where no examination 15 had, 
upon what reaſons and certaine greunds this hope ts built, 
Many havefell{hort of that they looked atter,becauſe they 
expeRtcd heaven, when it did not belong to them. A ſevere 
eral of our ſelves will prevent this crror, and give exact 
notice of the truth of fuch graces, which God hath given 
us as pledgesof tuture glory, that fo ſhall. our rejoycing ia 
the hope of ſalvation bee full and perteR. Laſtly, ourjo 
and peace will beby thismeanes conſtanr,whilelt throuph 
frequent examination of our hcarts, and watchtulnefſe 0- 
verour waics, wee ſhall prevent many ſinnes that would 
wound our confciences,and picrce our hearts thorow with 
many forrowes., 

Vſe. Youfeerhe duety ; but all this 1s nothing worth 
the knowing, unlefle you will practiſe it. The practice, [ 
conftefle,is hard : men being loth to ſce that by themſelves 
which they like not ; and Satan,as loth men ſhould dothar, 
which he knowes would doe them «00d. For man, ris in- 
poſſible to him to perſwade the heart ; bur uh rhou, that 
Bleſſed Spirit of Grace,which ſpcake!t ro the heart of rhe 
unwilling,to make them willing to every good werk,,. r= 
{wade your hearts and mine to the ſerious practice of this 
moſt Chriſtian duety. My beloved Brethren, | cannor Gar 
be carneſt in this matter, becauſe, who can but ſee and bes 
waile the backwardneſſe and gencrali negleRot us all in 
this port ? Tas a ſhame to ſee the careleſnefle of molt,that 


ſcgke to knaw all things but themſelves, They enquire at- 
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ter all wichour them, nothing within them. Their mindes 
are as il] ſer as their eyes, they can turne neither of them 
inward. Speakel thisof the unlearned, or of the learned 
alſo? I would I did not of theſe. But tisno breach of cha- 
rity to lay, that there are many among us, who know the 
Hiſtorics of a thouſand yeares paſt, that yet cannotrell you 
the particulars of their owne lives; men well acquainted 
with the myſtcrics of Arts & Nature, but utterly ignorant 
of rhe ſecrets of cheir own ſou'es. How many are there a- 
mong't us, that can ſay with David, Pſal.i 19.59. [ [ bave 
thongit on my waics, and twrned my feete unto thy teſt umonies? 
Nay, we have a thouſand maicers to thinks on all the day 
lons , the night too, the weeke, the yeare : but who fits 
downc, and thinkes on himſelfe, queſtioning thus with his 
ownc heart; What am 1? What doe IP? How live I? Such a 
courſc 1 tollow, is it good and lawfull? 5ech things I doe 
not, arethey my ducry,yea or no ? Is God my friend? Am I 
his ? What hope have I of heaven? Say I dye tomorrow, 
to day, this very houre, wheres my aflurance I hall bee ſa- 
ved? What Apology can I make againſt the accuſations of 
Satan and my con{ctence ? Will Chri!t be mine Advocate 
when I ſhall {tand in judgement? Doe | grow in grace, or 
doe I decay ? Doth my Faith, my Love, my Obedicnce,my 
Knowledge, increaſe or decreaſe ? Am better this yeare 
than 1 was laſt ? Whar ſinnes have I conquered now, that 
held mce in combartc then? What graces have I obtained 
now, that I had not then? Do we thus commune with cur 
owne hearts, uponour beds,or in our ſtudies? Surely when 
God lookes downe from heaven upon us in our ſeverall 
implcyments, taking notice of our buſic imaginations and 
enquirics ; may not hee fay to 1s, as he ſpake by [eremy to 
the lewes, ler.$,6. [ I hearkened and beard, but they ſpake not 
er1yht : no man repented buy of bus wickedneſſe , ſaying , What 
have 1 done ? every one turned to his conrſ?, as the horſe 
mes the —_ Yea this enquiric, What have wee done? 
ſecmes only to be wanting among ſo many queſtions,as are 
evcry day {cauncd by us, Hence it comer-thee moſt _ us, 
cn -: 
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when we are bronght to the triall, and required by others 
or our owne conſcicnces , to anſwer diltinftly touching 
the eſtate of our ſoules, in matters betweene God and us, 
we lhuffle and (hift it off, with an, I thinke ſo,l hope well, [ 
perſwade my ſclfe all ſhall be well, I ſhall doe as well ay 
men of my ranke : but in the meanc time, all theſe hopes 
and good opinions goe upon noclearc and certain grounds 
at all. Me thinkes that admonition of the Apoſtle, Heb. z, 
7 2. ſhould ſhake us out of this lazic humour [ Take beege, 
Brethren, left there be mm any of you an evill beart of wnbelrefe, tn 


departing from the l1vmg God. | Looke toit, a man may bee | 
ſtarkc naught, and yet thinke himſclte good : it ands us t 
in hand to goe apcn ſureproofe in ſo weighty a buſineſle, 
and not upon blinde ſurmiſes and groundlefle preſumpti- k 
ons. Heretherctorc let mee exhort youto obſerve two { 
directions, . 
1. To take all opportunities that ſhall be offered us for t 
the exerciiz of this duty. We are not at all times a like di- { 
{poſed to this; there are ſpeciall occations that fitus tor it. t 
Many timegone fad accident or other turncs home our el 
thoughts toour ſelves, and makesus (ce what we are in 0- * 1 
ther men. The lofle of a dearctriendgthe ſound of a paſſing- it 
bell,the fight of a E-ing man, hath a {trange vertue many » 
times;to compolc adiſordered heart, putting it intoan cx- li 
cellent calmencfl: to attend any religious 1umployment. el 
Sometimes a Sermon hath ſct us to rights , and ſcnt us pr 
home quickned with much holy aftcRion more than ordi- lo 
nary. Sometimes vacation from all buſinefle, lends many th 
a ſilent and ſtill houre, Sometimes a fic of naturallmclan- M 
choly and penſiveneſſe, makes ns apt for inbred ſpeculatt- '' 
on. Somerimes a wakefull bed calls upon us to examine en 
our hearts. Many ſuch occaſions God offers, if wee were pe 
wiſcrtolee them, and willing tomake uſe of them. Much (h; 
were gained inthis, and all other Chriſtian pratices , by ho 
the obſervation of ſuch ſcaſonable opportuniries,itour tolly on 
and ſloath did not robbe us of ſo treat abenetit, wi 
2. It opportunities will not bc had of their owne offe- de 
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rins,then make ſome, Spare an houre ina weeke,or a day 
in amoneth for this bulineſſe. Certainly tis ſtrange how 
we poſt over the time of this our ſhort pilgrimage: wee 
cate away one part, fl:epe away another,idle away a third, 
and of the remainder God hath by farre the leaſt part.Doe 
we ſpend two houres of foure and twentic in religious ſer= 
vices? Nay one were a faire allowance with moſt of us. 
What ſhall we ſay? 1s not heaven worththe having ? or 
may a man fo calily get thithcr? or mult God give itfus 
when we ſecke not after it? Letthem bluſh for ſhame of 
their intolerable careleſneſſe, who have ſo much, or ſo lit- 
tle to doe, that they never could ſpare day or houre for 
theſe meditations, to ſet themſelves of purpoſe upon a 
thoroughexamination of their owne hearts and lives. Tis 
fingular profaneneſle for a man that hath a God to ſerve, a 
Soule to fave, a Heaven to hope tor, a Hell to feare, Sinnes 
to be avoided,Graces to be getten,yetnot to find an houre 
ſpare tothinke of theſe weighty affaires. Tell mee nor, 
thou haſt a calling, a ſtudy , many buſinefles that require 
thy preſence and diligence, and thou cant not intend all, 
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* Intend thou the —_ ; and thats Religion: Diligence 
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in a calling, knowledye of arts, skill of languages; in a 
word, Learning will never bring a man to heaven ; tis Re- 
ligion muſt doc that, That is good in its time and place, 
this only abſolutely neceſſary: When love of learning and 
preferment tells thee tis needfull thou be a ſchollar, let 
love te God and thy foule make anſwer, tis more necdfull 
thou be a Chriſtian : care for that, but not defore this, 
Moreover,know this, that convenient ſeaſons wiſely cho- 
ſen and ſparcd from civillimployments unto religious cx- 
erciſes, never hinder but bleſſe all other our affaires. And 
perſwade thy ſelfe now of this truth, which one day thou 
(halt not chuſe but acknowledge , That. thoſe daies and 
houres which are ſpent in prayer,in faſting, in examinati- 
on of thy heart, and ſuch otherexerciſes of repentance, 
will bring thee more true peace and comfort upon thy 
dcath bed, than all other times = life beſides. Weng 
ore 


' fore be wiſe,and redeeme the ſeaſon : and thou that in thy 
buſieſt employments, cant ape weeke, every day,tinde a 
re houre for to talke with a friend, to (port, ro doe no. 
thing, to doc evill ; fave this walte, and turnc it toa better 
uſe, and let God have that (mall part, who deſerves all. 
Beloved , let me heartily intreate you, to reſerve to your 
ſelves ſome time for thclc purpoſcs, I will ſtint no man, 
and I thinkc, I ſhall over burden none , if I ſhould Pcr- 
ſwade cach one to {ct apart trom all bulinefle an houre or 
twainin a week.a day in a moneth, tor this ſpiritual! exer. 
ciſe. Our great negligence, gives occaſion of defpairing, 
that we ſhall never cquallthoſc rare patternes of holineſle, 
which this and other ages have commended untous ; who 
thought it no wearinefſe, every night roſcan the ations of 
the day,every weeke, moneth, and yeare, to make ſuryay 
of what had been dene in that time. Their induſtry was 
bleſſed, and they enjoyedthe fruits thereof,in all abundant 
increaſeof graces and comtorts, andthe world cannot but 
acknowledge it.l ct us follow them, though we cannot 0- 
vertake them ; and we allo, accordingto our endeavour, 
may expe a biefling too,in all increaſe of grace and peace 
untoour foulcs. 
1hus of this ducty in generall, 2s fitting to be uſed by a 
Chriſtian atall convenient OCCaſic ms:let us come ro con'it- 
der of it,as it is a ſpecia'l preparation before the receiving 
of rhe Sacrament, when by no meanes it ought to be neg- 
leted. Whofoever wiilcate of that Bread, and drinke of 
that Cup, mult firſt examine himſelte, 

This t. Excludes fromthe Sacrament all ſich, as tho. 
rough naturall or caſyall imporency, arc not able to exa- 
mine themſelves : as Children, Foolcs, Ma&men. 

2. The neceſsity of this praftice, leades us to enquire 
wherin this examination doth conſiſt,rhat every one may 
know how to diſcharge himlelte therein. In generall, the 
ſunme of this triall,is, Whether we come worthily to the 
Sacrament, or no. Now to make us fit and worthy parta- 
kers ot the Sacramentgthere are required in us (as here- 
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tofore hath been ſhewed) divers (pirituall graces, whereof 


whoſoever is deſtitute, he certainly profanes this holy or. * 


dinancc, and by unworthy receiving, makes himſelte 2uil- 
tie of the Death of Icſus Chriſt. Wherefore wee muſt 
know what thoſe graces are, and whether they be inus in 
truth,yeaor no. There are chiefly theſe Graces required 
in a worthy receiver, Faith, Repentance, Charity : touch» 
ing which we are to enquire after ſome certaine and in- 
fallible rules, whereby we may be aflured, thatwe have or 
want thoſe eraces, This 1 ſhall doe briefly in every one of 
them; 

For the triall of our Faith, whereby wefirmely reſt our 
ſoules upon the promiſe of ſalvation in Chriſt , we have 
theſe twocertaine markes to dilcover the truth of it un- 
to us. 

1. Equality of Obedience unto all Gods Commande- 
ments: True Faith hath alike reſpe&t to every word of 
God. He that trucly beleevesany one part of Gods will, 
belceves the reſt alfo ; becauſc hee knowes, all is of God. 
Whoſoever theretore ſhall fay , That he doth this good 
worke, or leaves that ill pratice, out of Faith in Gods 
Word, becauſe he beleeves Gods commands, prohibici- 
ons,and threatnings in ſuch and ſuch particulars : this man 
tells an apparant lic , 1t his conſtant endeavour be not the 
fame in all other particulars, wherein his Faith and Obe- 
diencec ſtands inyaged untoGod,as 1 - , uponas ſtri&t 
termcs,as in thoſe tew things that hee _— This point 
bath been heretofore more at large handledin irs proper 
lace ; and therefore now I doc but name it. Let it alwaics 
remembred as an infallible triall of that Faith which is 
ſound and ſincere. Looke we then every man into his lite, 
and take we good heed to our waics, whether they be 
ſrait — : If thy pratices be uneven, that thou 
obeyeſt in ſome things , not in others, taking liberty to 
tranſereſſe, where pleaſures, profits, or any predominant 
caraall affeQion craves ſervice and fatisfaftion at = 
hands, doing juſt ſo much of Geds will,as may {land wit 
H 2 thine 
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thine owne and other mens good liking : In thiscaſe, thou 
mult ſceke for true Faith, for as yet thou haſt it nogs. Bur if 
thy courſes be regular and unitorme,that in all things thoy 
unfainedly endeavourelt to bring thy will ro s$ will, 
offering thy hearty obedience toevery thing that he com- 
mandsthee, to things that croſle thee and the world, as 
well as that content eitherznort caring who be offended, fo 
God be pleaſed by thine obedience: In this caſe, thou maiſt 
rejoyce, in that thuu haſt a ſureteſtimony inthy ſelfe,that 
thy Faith is without falſhood and hypocriſie, 

OY Truſting on God in all temporall matters. Gods 
truth is the ſame in promiſes of this lite, as in thoſe of the 
life to come, Wherefore he that afirmes, that he beleeves 
undoubtedly God will be graciousto his ſoule, according 
to his mercifull promiſe in Chriſt ;if he rell erye, he mu 
alſo beleeve undoubtedly, that God will provide for his 
body, according to thoſe loving promiſes, which hee hath 
made in matters of this life. He then that being placed in 
low eſtate, ſeekes by indireR meanes of bribery and flat- 
tery to climbe highcr, diſdaining to wait onthe provident 
hand of heaven, which will ſoone findea fit ad vancement 
for him, when he is fit for it: He that is in poverty,and 
will grow rich, or that is rich, and will become mightic 
by fraudulent and unjuſt praftices : He that is wealthy, 
ſtored with ſuſciency in temporallbleſlings, yer ſtill cares 
and fears, leſt he ſhould want,% fall to beggery : He that 
dares not be liberall to the poor, for fearir ſhould impovc- 
riſh his eſtate : He that in adverſity makes flcſh his arme, 

tting his truſt in his purſe, his wits, his friends, making 
haſte tor hiseſcape by all unlawtull ſhifts, leapingthe wall, 
not ſtaying till God open the priſon doore : He chat dares 
not truſt God with his children, fearing their miſcarriage, 
except himleltc ſcethem well provided for: all theſe and 
the like have not learned as yet, what it is truely to be- 
lecyvethepromiſc of mercy of Chriſt Ieſus, when as they 
darc not take Gods word torſmaller matters. Tis certaine 
he doth not indeed truſt God with his ſoule,that dares ur 
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truſt him with his eſtate. Burt when in all occaſions and 
conditions of this life, a man can patiently wait on God, 
uſing lawfull meancs, commutring the ſucceſſe roGod,pre- 
paring himſelf with contentednefle for every event,howe- 
ver God ſhall diſpoſe of matters: this confident and quiet 
reſolution flowes from the ſtedfaſt apprehenſion of that 
elorious and rich mercy , which God hath vouchſated to 


his ſoule : which makes him reſt afſured , that all things * 


needfull will be ſupplicd in ſcaſon for the relicfe of body 
and eltate. This forthe triall of our Faith. 

The ſccond Graceto be enquired after,is Repentance ; 
which we may deſcribe to be,A fpirituall ſorrow for finne, 
joyned with atruz hatred of it. Theres inward griefe for 
the tat, and the oftence thereby given unto God : And 
theres inward hatred or averſion of the heart, from the 
foulcnefle and corruption of finne remaining in us. This 
change of the affeRion is wrought in true Repentance. The 
proper markes whereof are exprefled by the Apoltle,2.Cor, 
7-11. We cannot runne over the particulars, let us take 
the generall fume, whereuntothey may becaſt; and that 
is, cAmendement : This is a ſure marke that will nover 
faile ;he that in truth diſlikes and ſorrowes for his ſinne, 
he will endeavourteamend it. They are alwaies joyned 
together, Repent and Amend your lives. He that can con- 
fefle ſinne, ſpeake againſt finne, and weepe forſinne, yet 
after a while returne freely to the practice of finne ; bs 
leeve him not, theres ſeven abominations in his heart : he 
loves ſinne in his very ſoule, even then, when his tongue 
and his cyes ſcem to proclaime his deteſtation of it. There 
may be,l conteſle, a relapſe into the ſame fault, thorongh 
much infirmity and violence of temptation : buta willing 
continuance in any all courſe, and true Repentance, are 
utterly incompatible. Wherefore this triall is caſie;ſce 
what reformation there is in thy life ; if when thou haſt 
been reproved by the Word forfach faults, as thou know. 
eſt thy ſelfe guilty of, thine heart hath ſmitten, and "= 
ſoule becn humbled within thee — 24 mA" 
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hath brought forth a full reſulution and conſtant endea- 
vour ot Amendment, then maicit rhou be truely called a 
Pconitent Convert ; but it for the preſent thuu didſt cry 
God mercy,and atrerward hoideſt on (till in the fatac un- 
godly practices, then reckon th, ſclte tobe as thou art, in 
Impenttcnt aud Obſtinare finncr. This of Repentance. 

Nextfollowes 
The third graceto be enquired into, and that is Chari- 
tic. This is a large word, and hath rcicrence ſomcrtime to 
God, ſometime to Man. Charity cr Love towards God, is 
not properly that grace which here we underirand, Tis 
true, the heart of man ought ro be replemſhed with hea- 
venly love unto God and Chrilt, in all ſpiritual] excrcitcs ;; 
and cſpecially in this Sacrament , wherein their love to 
him is ſo graciouſly revcaled. Bur the triall of the two 
former graces, will quickly ſhew what true Love at God 
there is 1n us; He that Obeyes, Beleeves. He rhat Amends, 
Repents. The very ſame, Obedience and Retormation,are 
the touch-ſtone of our Love to Gud, according to that in- 
fallible Canon ſct downe by our Saviour, /oh.14.15. [ /f 
you love me, beepe my commandements, | He that wili not do 
what God would havec,he hates God & Icfus Chri't arthe 
very heart, let him make never fo great ſhewes of love 
untothem, But we paſſe trom this,tothat Charity which 
properly comes hcreto be enquired after, viz. that which 
reſpeteth man; which in gcnerall, is that affeRion of the 
heart, whereby we wiſh good unto our neighbour astoour 
ſclves, and arc willing,in what wearc able,todoe him that 
good, we would have done to our ſelves in his caſe, This 
affection is branched by the Apoſtle Peter, 2.Per.1.7. into 
two parts ; 1,Brotherly Kindnefle, and 2.Love.Thats more 
particular, reſpeRing manas a Chriltian, made one of the 
houſhold of Faith , and of that bleficd number of thoſc, 
whom Chriſt 1s not aſhamed to call Brethren. This is 
more generall, reſpeting man as man, made ike unto us 
in one communion of Nature. Lect us {ce what may bethe 
triall of our Charicy both waics, ot 
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2. :. Of our Loveuntothe godly. The proofe hereof is 
by this: !f it be indiferen:,without refpeR of Perſons; if itbe 
Ty conſtant,without reſpet of Times. He truely loves a righ- 
111. rcous man in the nam- of a righteous man , becauſe he is 
"n fuch, that can finde in his hcart toplace his entire affet;= 
CC. on any where, where God hath placed his, be he ſtranger 
or acquaintance, mcane or mighty, honourable or baſe; tis 
ri- all onc, it God have ca{t his love upon him, thats ſuFcicnt 
to to make him worthy of any mans love in the world Does 
| is his citate alter,& fallshe into diſzrace withthe world, in- 
Tis to pcrſccution,into poverty?Charity failes not for all this. 
Ca- Tis not affliction ſhal drvide between /onathanslovie,& the 
$3 foule of David, Religion ties no ſuch looſe knots between 
to Gods love tous, or our love one to another. Nor tribula- 
wo tion, nor anguiſh, nor perfecution, nor famine, nor nake<d- 
z0d nefle, nor perill, nor the ſword, nor death, nor any thing 
ds, can ſeparate us from the love of God our heavenly Father ; 
Are and how then ſhould theſe things worke in thoſe, that are 
In- his childrcn, a breach of af-Fion one towards another ? 
[If But now on the contrary (ide, He that loves Religion in a 
t do rich, gentle, or nobleman , bur fleighes it in a poore and 
the mane man: He that loves the company and commerce 
oOVe with thoſe that arc Religious, becautethey are affable , of 
uch faire and pleaſant conditions, men of excellent endow- 
ch mentsfor learning, policy, &c. becauſc able rodoe him a 
the 2ood turne oran 11!,or in regard they areſuch as will deale 
OUT trucly, and not cozen him : He that can looke ſtrangely 
that upon a good man in ad crfity,turning him off witha tew 
This * col-i words, when he feckes tor ſome helpe at his hands : 
anto He that of many childrcn hath ſome truely Religious, yer 
nore in divi2ing his cſtate, hath no rcſpet to Grace, to honour 
f the that with a (>eciall bleſſing: He that m marriage defires 
hoſe, Religion only as over-weight ro (0 many pounds of gold ; 
11s 1$ fuch mens love unto Religious perſons is mcerly counter» 
ro Us feit, and no better than plaine diffimnlation. 
e the 2, Of our Lovethats common to all men. Among 0+ 
Of ther arguments of this Charitable affection , wee _ 
at | 
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theſe rwo that are infallible, whereby we may proceed in 4 
this triall. ; 

1, Whena man can truely grieve 1n the Evill, and þ 
hearrily rejoyce in the Good that betals our neighbour, h 
This is a ſure marke of a charitable minde , when a man 7 
can truely grieve at their afliftions,pitie them in their de tl 
cayes, loſſes, diſgraces, ſicknefles; bur above all in their os 
Sinnes. When a man can viſit them, counſcil them, com- 


fort chem, reprove them in love and mildenc le, and pray + 
heartily for them. Againe, in ſuch good things as befall th 
them, if we can unfainedly rejoyce inthem : intheir gra- ot 
ces, their civill vertues, their learning, their reputation Br 
amongſt men, thcirplaces of preferment, with the like If go 
we can wiſh them well to thrive with thoſe geod things, re! 
and deſire that they may doe much good withthem, If we hit 
can ſpeake well, and thinke well of them, becauſe God, fer 
the Church, the State hach uſe of them, what ever relati- "on 
on they have to us ; yea eſpecially, though their credir vis 
ſeeme to obſcure and hinder ours. This is true Charity, on 
like that of Aſoſer,Nam.1 1.29.| Would God that all the Lords in c 
people were Propbers.) Is he Magiſtrate, Miniſter,Schollar, , 
&c.as good or better thanT am, Would God not he alone, ons 
but all others were ſo too, that amonglit the good, I were ] 
the meaneft. Burt on the other fide, privily to rezoyce in od 
the evils of other men, to repine at their proſperity, to be 2o of 
diſpleaſed with our neighbour for being equall,or better wor 
than our ſelves, and halte angry with God for making him now 
ſo ; theſe be ſymptomes of a bad minde, wherein malice, the 
envic, and fpitc, have catca up all loving refpeR vnto our 7 
brethren. they 
2. Aminde willingto pardon offences done to us, and T, 
ro ſceke reconciliation where we have given them, This The 
1s a very hard matter to put in praQtice ; mens mindes are Ginn, 
fe tull of pride, ſcorne, and malice, that they cannot ſtoop acne” 
to hers : they count it cqwardlinefſe to put up a wrong ma 
done them, and baſcnefſe to acknowledge an injury done _ 
to another. Wheretore they reſolve to take no wrong, 0 Gras 
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doeno right. This isfarre from Chriſtian Charity,which 
is alwaies accompanied with a patient, peaceable, and 
humble minde, We ſce what men will doe, in cafe they 
have offended their deare friends, whom they much re. 
(þe&; they reſt notrill by jaft excuſe, or plaine confeſion, 
they have reconciled themſelves, and wonne their loves 
againe. Why willthey not do ſorowards others ? Tisbe- 
cauſe they love them not, nor care for their love; and 
therefore they are at a point : if themſelves receive hurt 
theyle right themſclves if they can ; if they doe hurt , let 
others looke to it, and get fatisfation where they can, 
But that heart which is charitable , preferres peace and 
good will amongſt men, beforeall ſuch wilde and furious 
reſolutions. He will doe for man what God hath done for 
himfelfe, who hath freely pardoned him farre greater of- 
| fences; and,though he were the offended party, yer firſt 
ſought reconciliation with him. Thus much for the exa- 
mination of cur hearts couching theſe ſeverallGraces, In 
concluſion I will but name two queſtions,and anſwer them 
in one word. 

1. What isto be done, if, after exaraination, we finde 
our ſelves unworthy? 

I anſwer, They that finde their wants of theſe Graces, 
and acknowledge it, mourne for it, prayfor the redrefie of 
it, theſe are indeed worthy, though nor fo worthy as they 
would be. But forthofe that neither have theſe Graces, 
nor care to have them ſuch are utr-rl'y unworchy. Dogges » 
they are, to whomthis Bread is rot tobe given, 

2, Whartif men finde them {elves f.rat one time, need 
they make no further triall at ot! ©: *imes? 

I anſwer, Yea, they mu? a!wairs examine their hearts. 
The Precept is gencrall, rot limitzd ro this or that time. 
Singe is deceitfull,ard our hearts may bc kardencd byfuch 
carcleſneſle. A godly man is notſopriviteusred, buc hee 
may receive the Sacrament vnworthily, comming tot 1N 
acarelefle and prophane manner. And there(oce theſe 
Graces muſt ever more beſct aworke, and fret ___ 
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—5Sﬀ Chriſtian d:reions 
Rill uſcd for their increaſe. 

* We havedonewith the (in of Prophanation of the Lords e 
Tablc,in Vaworth; reccivingof thi ſe holygnyſteries,men- f 
tioned verſ,27. We have allo ſhowed what is the meanes t 
whereby that ſinne may be avoided ; which is due exami. re 
nation of a mans ſclte, ſpoken of, verſ.28. We mult now O 
goc forward unto the puniſhment of this ſinne, whenmen ſc 
come unto the Sacrament unworthuly : this is ſet downe, n 
ver(,29, intheſe words, me 

For hoe that eateth ard arinbeth mwworthi y,cateth and ta 
drmketh damnation to bimſcife , wot diſcerning the C) 
Lords boay. | . ra 
Theſe words containe a plaine declaration of that dan- el 
ger whereinto men runne, who neglefting duely to cxa- ad 
mince themfelves, approchunworthily to the Table of the T 
Lord. They brind themſclvcs in danger of damnationthat by 
do fo; and therfore they had necd be very wary & circum- dr 
ſped, with what minde,and how difpolcd,they venture t ri 
come unto the Sacrament. ſor 
Inthe words we have two parts: Firſt, The ſin ofunwor. ar, 
thy receiving the Sacrament, mentioned before, verſ. 27. ſel 
Here againc repcated with an addition of an interpretatt- th 
on, whatis meant by eating and drinking unworthily, art 
{ For be that eateth and drinketh wawerthily. | But how is thar ul; 
done ? the lait words of the verſe fthew it [ Not diſcernins Vo 
the Lords Body. JSecondly,The punithment tinats infli 4&9 un 
upon this ſfinne,, which 1s Damnation, or Iudgement, in no 
theſe words [ Hee eateth and armketh danmation to hins- gr: 
ſelfe. | aff! 
Touching the ſipne of cating and drinking unworthily, oft 
we have ſpoken at large heretotore; for the preſent, I ſhall gre 
only adde a word or two concerning that clauſe which the mc 
Apoſtle addes by way of interpretation, vis. [Not diſcer- wa 
wag the Lord; Body.) ; hat 
1 he meaning of the phraſc is not obſcure.,To diſcern the Obe 
Lords Body , 1s to put a right difference between the out- a: 
ward Elements inthe Sacrament, and common bread and AT 
WLE» 
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wine. This difference isnot at all in ſubſtance,bur in the uſe; 

X the one is protane,the other ſacred; being ſer apartto ſigni. 

fie unto us the bencfits of Chrilts death & paſs1on. He then 6 
that toucherh theſe outward Elements, without any due 


? rezard untotheir myſticall uſe,as they ſer forth unto us 
, our Redemption by rhe Body and Bloud of Chriſt , but yu. 
, ſeth them as he would doe his ordinary food, hee diſcer- 
' neth nor the Lords body, becauſe « Pexeivee, he ſeparateth 


not, nor puttcth any diltintion between the holy ane pros 
4 fane, but uſcth that which is ſacred in a protane manner, 
Of ſach that doe this , there arc rwo forts : 1. One I2n0. 


i rant, that know not the ſignification and uſe of theſe 
'F things, whocome unto the Sacrament upon mecreout- 
6 ward reſpes,without a!l regard to the ſpiritual! uſe of it, 
6 They know not, poore ſoules, what itisto feed on Chrift 
t by Faith, how his ficth becomes meat indeed, & his bloud 


drinke indced untothem, they haveno skill in ſuch myſte» 
ries as theſe. Bread and Wine they ſec upon a 1 able, and 
ſome extraordinary ſolemnity in the diſtribution thereot ; 
ard therefore,as at a great mans table, they bchave them- 
5 ſelves ſoberly and mannerly : and thats all the devotion 
they have, orthinke they need to have, 2. Another ſort 
are Negligent perſons, that know well cnough the end and 
uſe of thels things , but by reaſon of ſecurity,wich other 


wordlv and wicked affections, they become carclefle and 
{ unprofitable partakers of theſe holy myſteries. They ſtirre 
1 not up their hearts unto the excrciſe of theſe heavenly 
s graces unto worthy recciving. They ſtrive not for more 

aflurance of Faith, in laying hold on the promiſe of grace 
a offered them in Chriſt ;their hearts arc not touched with 
!1 ercater ſorrow for finne that hath crucihed Chriſt, nor 
c more ardent love unto Chriſt, who by his bloud hath 
Y waſhed away their fir.nes,nor fpirituall joy in C hriſt, who 

hath done ſogreat things for them Their reſclutions of 
: obedience unto Chrilt are nor guickned, with more vigor 
'- and conſtancy than before. Bur in this and all cthcr era» 
d ces, they are as they were,nort a whit amended and 1ncrea- 
& TT {cd 


— ————————————————————— —— 


i — 
ME ———_— 
tit 


————— 


_ I > —  —— Ou — 


© Chriſtian direfions 

ſed by this ſo holy meanes, as God hath of purpoſe ap. Ge 
, ointed for the nouriſhment ot grace in the heart, and 0- the 
$ bcdicnce inlife. Both theſe ſorts are faulty, in not diſcer- is 
ningthe Lords Body; the one not doing itat all, the other thi 
not as they ſhould doe it, As inthe time of the Ceremo- in« 
niall Law, thoſe that obſerved the Legall Ceremonies, ſcr 
cither without knowledge of their ule , or without true of 
devotion in faith and obedicnce, both did protane them: Mc 
fois it ſtill in theſe ceremonies of the Goſpell. They doe obl 
not diſcernc the Lords Body, who either miſtake the ſha- the 
dow for the ſubſtance, ignorantly ſuppoſing nothing elſe is wo 
to be looked after, but that which 1s viſible in the outward obſ, 
Ceremony ;or who know whereto theſe Sacramentall Ce. ric, 
remonies tend, but out of negligent protanencſl©, uſe them rite 
not with that ſpirituall affetion, which is agr&table tothe kno 
inſtitution of God. Of the two faults, tis hard to ſay,which am 
is greater, and which the Apoltle molt chargeth the Co. his « 
rinthians withall, or whethcr both alike. They were a and 
Church, but newly convertcd from Gentiliſme, cut of thei 
whom twas hard to take away, on a ſudden, their former the | 
ignorance and profaneneſle. They had been inſtrufted, but 947, 
yet they might in many things be miſ-led thorough blind. are | 
neſſe.Neverthelefſe, protancneſle ſeemes to have _ the afſer 
greateſt ſway amongſt them ; offending nor ſo much, be. 1/1200 
cauſe they knew not what was their Juery about the Sa» them 
crament, as for that they cared not toobſerve it. mon 
The concluſion that ariſcth from theſe words of the A. full c 
poſtle, is this inthegenerall, tull | 
[The worſhip of God is then profaned, when the Cere- 411 0: 
mony and outward worke thcreof is performed, but the be cn 
ſpirituall inward ſervice neglected. ] fered 
Bread and Wine, breaking, powring out, diſtributing, 1dod, 
cating and drinking, all theſe thingsare but ſenſible repre- dign; 
{cntations of ſpirituall good things; they are the (ſhadow, [Yea 
but the ſubſtance 1s Chriſt : and therefore if the heart teth | 
dwell only upon theſe outward Ceremonies, and Chrilt be cour! 
noakeidad; the Sacrament, without all doubt, is ponlhnen, the ti 
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God hath appointed thoſe things to helpe ovr infirmiry, : 
thereby to aſcend unto higher matrers; but not to nouriſh 
is in our weakneſſe, ſtill trogaze on tranſitory outward 
things.This is a generall rule,not tor Sacraments alone, but 
in cvery part whatſoever of Gods moſt holy worſhip. The 
ſcrviceot God during the rime ot the Law,conſiſted much 
of carnall ordinances , as the Apoſtle calls the Sacrifices, 
Mecates, Drinkes,divers Waſhings,with ſuch like outward 
obſervations in the Jewiſh Church, Heb.g. 10. Bur yer 
then in theſe carnal! ordinances, there was a ſpirituall 
worſhip required ; namely, that theſe things were to bee 
obſcrved with knowledge, in faith, in zcale to Gods glo- 
ric, and with reformation of life. When thoſe externall 
rites were kept withour this ſpirituall of. of them, wee 
know how meanly and contemptibly God ſpeakes of ſuch 
a mechanicall worſhip, Z/a.1.ver.1 1.0 ſeq. He ſets forth 
his diſpleaſure againſt ſuch ſervices, in all tcrmes of diſlike 
and diſdaine; telling the people , That the multicade of 
their Sacrifices is| to no purpoſe, ] that [ Hee delights not ] in 
the bloud of bullocks,and fat of fed beaſts , that he p 
quires no] ſuch things at their hands , that ſuch oblations 
are [neaJens an | abommation, their ſolemnefeaſts and 
aſſemblies heſ canner away withthers, | that his ſoul/e hateth 
them, ] that | they are trouble 10 him , and hee weary ts brave 
them. | And whereforc now all this difdaine of ſuch Cere- 
moniall worſhip? the reaſon 18, ver{-15. [ Tour bends ave 
full of blend, } Againe, Chap. 66.3. he fcts it out to the 
tull how acceptable ſuch ſervice is to him,[" He ther killerb 
an 0x0,” av if he flew a man : he that ſacrificeth 4 lambe , as if 
be cnt off a deogges necks : he that ofereth an oblation,as if be of. 
fered (wmes bloud: be that burneth mcenſe , as if be bleſſed an 
idol.) Nothing can be fpoke with greater ſcorne and in- 
dignation : the reaſon wherof tollowes in the next words, 
[ Yea, they barre choſen their owne maies, and their ſoule delighs 
teth in their abomimations.) So long, as they follow this 
courſe, God deteſts them and all their ſervices. Now in 


the times of the Goſpell , Chriſt having * rctormed the Heb.z.ro. 
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worſhip of God , hath aboliſhed thoſe carnall ordinan- 
ces, and 1n roome thereof ereted a worth ip of God 
* in Spirit and Truth. Wee are to perf rme a ſpirit, all 
worſhip ; but yet with all, ſome outward bodily obſcrvati- 
ons are required of us now, though very for and very 
caſie. To falt, to bow the knee in prayer, to pronounce or 
hcare the Word, the adminiltration of the Sacraments in 
all their outward rites, theſe arc externall and bodily cx- 
erciſes, wliich profit little where godlincfle is wanting. 
[The Kirrodome of Ged, {aith the Apc (tle, us mot mextes and 
drinuer, but righteomſ» eſſe , and peace, and 'oy in the wed Gheſ#. ] 
Theſe things are (:rit acceptable to God, and other things 
for them,Outward Cercmoniouſnefle 15 meere hypocritie, 
where grace and fanftity is not firſt mover to ſuch obſer- 
vances. Tisa poorc matter to forbcare a meale or twaine, 
and yet rake o! 'cs fill in finne til ic ſurterr; to goe ſoftly, 
look: fadly, ſpeake taintly, and: weepe a litt le 100, as it 
were in forrow for finne, and carry in ones breaſt a heart 
unrent, unbroken, unſoftened, by trac ſcnſe of finne, and 
workc of grace. What profit is it,to ſpeake a Sermon, or 
hearc a Sermon, whcn onely one mans tongue and the 0+ 
thers carcs are employed tor that houre ? when it comes 
not from the Preachers heart, nor picrceth unto the hea 
rers conſcience, neither th. one nor the other trending 
to pratiſc as they ſpcake or heare? To what purpoſe 15 1t 
to bow the body roGod,and yet ro make, ones hcart like 
an iron fincw, thats too {iiffc and four ro bend in obe«l1- 
encc to Gods Commandemeznts ? 1i the tongue goe vii" be, 
the CYCS and hands hr 1 tO heaven ET it the thu: 2h It's 
wander, the heart 2rd aff: Hon lic ttat upon the cart! wil 
ſuch a praycr be an acceptable Sacr: cc? Whar availes it 
a man to have h us face {rrinkled with a little cold water, 
bat not to nave hi on iT W, (h.d from an cvill confcu cc, 
and purged trom thc uncicamneſlc of — 18 COrTUPTa ie 
to take on him in Baptiſme the badge of Chriltianty, yet 
m his converſation to live like an M it dell, in all | diſobcdi- 
ence tothe Lawes of Chriſt ? Will it advautage @ man any 
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whit. that he goes foure or five times a yeare to the ho y 
Sac rame! It, it he be cither renvorant of what he TO=e abow , 
or propha! els carcicflc of ma KKINg oc ; uſc of what hee 
kn wes ? if hee remar” ie ll 1rrchot us and impenitent, 
continuing 11 covetoutnele, in fweartre tally ng, i11dle- 
_—" unju't practices to get gaine, 11 commun neglect 
ct the exerciſes of Religion, 4 {cc ret defpi ler of © Gracc and 
ſcotfer at true (in cerity, with other the like uns zodly pra- 
Aices : willit hclpe or fave him, that at folem ie tines he 
comes tothe Lords Table,there cates a bic of bread, drinks 
a little wine, heares a tew prayers ſtates till all be done, 
and fo away the ſame man hee came thither ? No, this 
hclpes not, but hurts exceedingly, having brought upon 
himſelfe the guilt of a fearfull tranſsrefi on,in profaning 
the holy Sacrament, becauſe hee diſcerneth not the Lords 
Body. God who looketh unto the hcart, and 1s wel! pica- 
ſed in the fincerity thereof, regards no Ceremony with- 
out obedience, but hates ſuch complementall hypocrilie, 
as much as we docdcteſt the like diſlimulation 11a man, 
that vailes bonnet zOWCs the hammes, ſmiles in your tace, 
ſpeaks faire and fricendly,ourt yet his heart 1s not with vou, 

But we paſlc fromthi 1s pount, having touched upon 1t 
heretotore * WC COMmCEU unto the puniſhment here Cnouns 
ced again{t unworthy reccivers of the Sacrament, v2. 
Damnatio:, [ He el teth and, trinbeth d immation 19 bumoſelt & 

For theſe words wee arc to enquire 'what 18 meant by 
Damnation in ths place, and whatir i529 cate and dricke 
ir, Damnation in this place hgnitics twotnings, 

1. That puniſhment ct man in hell fire, which wee 
eall cternall damnation. 

2, Thoſe evills which in this lite are 1af1 Qed upon 
tranſereflors, which we call aflitions and temporall judg- 
mcnrs. 

Both theſe are included in this word | ya ] here ren- 

red Damnation. That cternall judgement io hell fe, is 
hereby meant, wiilbe made apparant unto us 

I» From the nature uf the linac of protanation of the 
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Sacrament ; which were it but a ſmall offence, did yet de- 
ſerve the wages of eternall death, bur being ſo hainous and 
horrible a crime as it is , viz..Guiltinefle of the Death of 
Chriſt, it muſt male him that commits it, obnoxious to e- 
verlaſtingcondemnation. 

2. Fromthe quality of the | rm that commit this 
Gnne, who are parcly the wicked,that continually profane 
this Sacrament, partly the godly, that yer ſometimes pro- 
fanc it too, Such as bee ungodly , unbeleeving =11] wa 
they, without doubt, vring themſelves in certaine danger, 
not of temporall judzement alcne, but much more of eter- 
nali damnation, for their perpetuall abuſe of theſe ſacred 
myſteries, whereof they partake without faith, repen- 
tance, or any amendement of life at all. As for the true 
beleevers, they doc ſometime come unworthily to this 
holy Table, being now and then overtaken with ſecurity, 
and ſcduced by manifold temptations, though otherwiſe 
holy and godly men. This their negligence deſcrves alſo 
the ſame puniſhment, though God for Chriſts ſake be plea» 
ſed to turne from them his everlaſting wrath, making 
them onlyto fecle alittle part of his diſpleaſure, in ſome 
temporall aMiFtians, wherewith he chaſtiſcth them for 
the amendement of their crror. 

Now that temporall judgements are fignified by this 
word Demnation, is manifeſt alſo by the Text, inthe verſe 
following, where the Apoſtle mentions fickneſſes, infirmi- 
ties, and temporall death, as aFiQions laid upen the Co- 
rinthians, for their profane abuſe of the Sacrament. [ For 
thu canſe many are ſiche, ce. ] God correted them to bring 
them to repentance and amcndement of their fault,that ſo 
leaving their ſinne, they-might eſcape eternall condemna- 
tion. This then is the fall meaning of the word, yiuay viz. 
Eternalland Temporail judzement : whereunto a!! are lia- 
ble that profane the Sacrament,in not diſcerning the Lords 
Body ; be they beleevers or unbcleevcrs, godly or wicked. 
Only here 1s the difference; the one fort by this ſinne des 
lerve both, and have both, being punilhcd eternally and 
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- temporally too forthe moſt part, Butthe other deſerves 
d both,yct feclsbut oney being in mercy chaſtiſed withtem. 
t porall aFiRions , that comming to repentance they may 
avoide etcrnall puniſhment, Wherefore | take ir, our laſt 

Tranſlators have with good reaſon rendred this word 
s x;iuay not [ Indgement | but [ Damnation] thie higheſt de 
c gree of judgement, and that proper puniſhment whic!: 
hn this ſinnc of gnworthy receiving dothdeſerve, 

So that the obſervation which * ſome here make upon « 24,4. a6. 
the word, that the Apoſtle here uſeth ['*7«z ] not ſymlyr (ryatin come 
a] thereby ſignifying not[_exitmm erommem | but [ caſtige. fef.luim de 
t10nc; terporales}] is not here tobe admitted, Neither doth Relg Chiitti« 
the Analyſis of this place require it, nor yetthe uſe of the j5,- OP 16, 
word in other * places. It being apparant that theſe words & toh . >. 8, 
are uſed indifferently in the ſame fignification, hs. 

Having now ſeene what is meant by Damnation, it is * Theſ-z.12- 
eaſic to underſtand what is mcant by eating and drinking 1 Tum 3.1, 
damnation ; which is i plaine termes , To commit ſuch a 
finne in profaning the Sacrament , as deſerves both etcr. 
nall and temporall judgement. Not that there is in thoſe 
outward elements of Bread and Wine any deftrutive and 
hurtful qualiry,or that Chrilt, ſignified by thoſe elements, 
is become of hisowne nature a ſavour of death, and cauſe 
of damnation unto any ; but becauſe in the prophane uſe 
of the fe holy things they commir a feartull finne, whereby 
- Gods wrath ts provoked againit them, to the puniſhing of 
s them with temporall and cternall plagues. The Sacrament 
4 is not as poyſon, which of irs nature workes death in the 
Z eater ; but it isthe food of life,no#t healthtull and nourt- 
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ſhing uytothe ſoule, if it be received into an heart duely 
prepared for it. Bur as the fruits of that tree of knowledge 
0 of Good and Evill, might be wholefome init ſelte, yer 
- Adam did cate his death, whenhe raſtcd of it contrary to 
Gods Commandement : fo this Table of the Lord, which 
. is a feaſt of choilſelt delicates for refreſhing of the ſoule, 
when men come rightly red thereto, becomes 
J 


the bane and deſtrution of foulcs, whea men preſent 
» them- 
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I frame the Conclul1on gencrally touching every part 
of Gods wor(hip, as well as the Sacrament. Tis a high dife * 
honour to the very pcrion of Chriſt, when the Sacrament c 
of his Body and Bloud isabuſcd ; tis allo a horrible finne 
committed again(t the majeſty of G' 1, whenlcever wee 
ana 29, m1 oke and c ontemne him 1 any of thoſe things, "7" 
Wit he would be fanAihed and honoured by us. A And ya 
wat F206 we may alcc: id trom the particujar to the ge | C 
ncrall, and conſider how great a {inne 1t 15 to profane a! y 
one whath ever of the ſacred ordinancesot ( odsſervice F 
and what puniſhmcntthey incurre that F x fo. All oftcen- 
ces become greater or lefle, according as the perſon, a- . 
rain{t whom t | | 
uty. Iherctore 2 {innc agaimit God, 15 greatcr than a eo 
wrong againit our Neighbour. Further, thoſe oftences | 


CA 
n CY Are «< On mi! 


which MMmMCdi ate!) touch the DCTION « tended , are mcte 
1a1nous than thotc that itrike him at the rebound. Theres 
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Ore it We Compare the inns of the firlt Table, with the n 
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innes againft the ſecond ; in the generall,we e may ndoe 
thole finnes , whereby God himſelfe is immedia ely Con 
temned in this worſhip are Sreate! thanth ole wherein te 
(3 deſpiſed mediate i T [ecundario, __ anikc wee neniectr 
Juety to man. Bur not to center mto an ex * 
zbout this point : this is for certaine, T' 
committed in the matter of Gods wor } p, arecf a m 
provoking nature, ſuch as he cannot endure v ithour {o 
vere puniſhment inflicted on the oftcndeors, Atheilme.. 1:1. 
fidelity , hatred of God, &c, bee finnes, "the very nwno 
whereof be terrible : Idolatry, Superſtition, Will-wort] 
Pretane and Negligent worth Ip, thelc have eentler num 
Hut be moſt harefull ( {innes, againſt which Ge dswrath «nd 
jcalouſie burnes, to (ce his holinefle and honour tram: « 
pled in the < luſt by baſe and finnetul! wretchcs. A King 
mult needes take it very tenderly, to bee dif-regarded i 


thoſe very ceremenies, wherein he lookes for ſpecial ho. 
nour from his fabreAts; much more murſt God be oftende«] 
it when hc hath made us forto honour h1m,& made o1 ey g 
ICC x7 r ro which wee (hould ſhew on! reverence and 
ſubjcRion, we ſhall of our pride deviſe other waix 


of « ur « wb tO WO! Pe 5 im , or out of neg! gence and 
pr. tanencſle of ſpirit, goc thoſe things he h ath p reſcribed 


We Care n —_ W. Againft this ſin: ne God hath ever reves. 
| led trom heaven his fierce w rath, upon States and King- 
dom<c<,1s well as private perfons, by whom he hath beene 
| Lefoiſe. and ncgleAted in his worihip. | Czr/ed (faith Her 
rewy, chap.4$.10, ) & be that 4ot the workes of the Lord neo« 


{bgently,) This was a particular threatning again't thoſe 


| that would ſparc Moab, nd not execute the full jadgc- 
| ment of God upon ' 1 le 1n thar utter deſtraftion, 
It Kept backe the roads 6 , Notwithitan 
| ng te Cru te is appliah tc toall 1 ater 
ds ſervice ; Curſed is he th at dot h anv thing ncg:1gent. 
| ly,which God {ets him abont : for it 15 Gods worke, whe 
, _ is a bountifull rewarder, fois he a fevore exactor of 
d Aairhful ſervice a our hands, He will not daixe us 11 om 
: K 2 reward, 
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reward, and accordingly he lookes we ſhould nor falter 
with him in our obcdience. To fleight him in his wor. 
ſhip, doing matters by halves , ſceming more to coutent 
our idle humours, than ayming fmcerely at Ins glory,is a 
foule contempr, and cannot but bring a curſe nponus. [ Yee 
hb 17: deſpiſed my Name )(aith God unto the Pricits,Afal.1.6, 
W hercingfay they? in that[ Te offer wnc/caune bread upon mine 
«/tar,) verl.7. Matters were come to that paſſe in this 
Prophets time, that neither Prieſt nor People cared a jor 
how God was ſerved. Any thing they thought would con- 
tent him ; and therefore they preſumed to offer that to 
him, which they durſt nor preſcnt unto their Prince or 
Governour ; the blinde, the lame, the torne, the licke, any 
thing which their coverouſneſſe could beſt ſpare, was a 
facrifice good enough for God. Yea the whole frame of 
Legall Ceremonies they were utterly weary of them,coun« 
ting them baſe and contemprible, and in effe& , nothing 
but an unprofitable drudgery. Doth God take this well at 
their hands ? No, he curſcth themfor this their impicty, 
[ Curſed bee the decerver, rebich hath in bus floche a mate, and 
voweth and ſacr:ficerb wnto the Lord « corrupt thing. TThe rea- 
ſon tollowes,[ For / am « great King, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, 
end my Name i dreedfullamong the heathen. ) Wherefore it 
muſt needs be a horrible offence in the Tewes, the people 
of God, thus to vilifie ſo great a majeſty , when even the 
Gentiles themſelves yeelded a more awetull reyerence 
thereuntos 

I ſhallnor need to ſtandlong m proving a truth ſo evi- 
dent ; the time and paines wiil _ bee berter imployed 
in making application of it to our ſelves. A threefold uſe 
of this point I commend unto your contideration and pra- 
Rice. 

Jſe 1, Firſt, Information of our judgement touching 
fuch cvills, as we ſee doe befallmenin this life. Wee be- 
hold the veſt Churches in great calamitics, the belt men 
ſorely afflited, and we wonder that God ſhovid deale fo 
rigoroul]y with thoſe that ſerye aud worſhip him. Wee 
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heſle at many caufes , but feldome doe wee hit upon the 


er 
_ right, which herethe Apoſtle intimategunto, vz.Profana- 
ne tion of the ordinances of Gods worſhip, This IrreligiouCſ 
2 ncfle in Gods ſervice, 1s the maine Joe y as of other fins 
"By ſocof all judgements Vnrighteouſneſſe againit man , flnes 
a from irreligion towards God ; and therefore in puniſh» 
is ment we mult chicfly caſt our eyes that way , it wee will 
Ty follow the {treamc up unto it firit fountaine. We common« 
”_ ly ivoke another way , 2nd put off our calamitics upon 0- 
ny ther cauſes, It any other but the Apoſtle had to!d theſe 
_ Corinthians, that their ſicknefles and deathwwas ſent upon 
, them, for their profanation of the Lords Supper , they 
mn would have doubted of his opinion. Many were ſicke and 
2 dyed, bur what ot that ? men cannot live orbe well al- 
of waics ;theſe things come at adventure, or by courſe of 
Ne Nature : twas want of carc in their dyct,twas the malig 
ng nity of {ome unwholſome dith, wanc of excrciſc, ill tems 
at . r of the body, infeRion of the aire, and ſuch like cauſes, 
wv, veg them weake and ſickly ; want of phy ficke, 


ud want of looking too, old age, or forme ſuch matrer hath 
broughr them to their end. Any thing, rather than whar 


"J- 
F the Apoſtle ſpeakes of, ſhould be reckoned up as the cauſe 
it of their preſent grieres. But hee having a derecr ſpirit to 
le judge of matters, tells them plainly, that what ever they 
we may 1magine, was for abuſc of rhe Sacrament, [ For this 
"Ee eaw/e ]that ſicknefſes and deaths reigned amongit them. 


W hen the Iewes endured ſo many mak rics, even trom 
their firſt plantation in the land, to their finall caſting out 
from thence, they were ſcldome aware ot this point, that 
le their corruptions and abuſcs in Gods worſhip brought 
ſach plagues upon them : if the Fhiviſtims, Canaamies, 


4- 

and other Borderers upon them,doe (peile their Country, 
'o tyrannize over them, and opprefic thew,with cruell flave- 
bo ric, as they did in the times of the ludges, they will inter- 
1 pretthis to be nothing but an old grudge, whichthele Na- 
o tions bare againſt the Iſraclircs, tor dil-pofſeſling them of 
be thei Cownrey, tor whuch they werc hated, and — 
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(\ {oruecht to worke revenge. It the Kingdome be 
dedsriia thing but Reboboams folly, and 11] counte!] 
1 adviſed Courtiers : If Nracl make warre on ledah. 
Indah upon Iracl , thats but policy to keepe C 

'c(t one ſhould encroach upon both 


GOIWNC 
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't rhcre be civill warrcs, thats trough the tachions at 


and ambitious Statcl- men: It a Forrciner invad 

them,tis : nothing butthe pride of  ambirts us tyrants, that 
cannot - content with their owne, but fecke afte: glory 
and great! ſe in the ruingof other Kinzdomes. Yea if x 
; Tay Of Nebuchadnezaar Carry them away Captive 
ut of t1 land, though they may thinke in the genera!! 
that G ; lis not well pleaſed with them , yet they wou! 

reſolve theſc efteAsinto otherTauſlcs, tm Xe Proper agen: 

conceive ; Twas weaknefle in their Kings degencratiny 
from their ancicnt valour, want of ood c« ntederates,o! | 
good counſellors, of skilfull and rfulty commanders , of 
hardy ſouldiers, they were over-borne by multitude ; anc 
rtheſe, or ſome thing like theſe, were the cauſe of chis mil 
fortune : but of their ſinnes, they thinke not of that mat- 
ter. Many there were nodoubr, who judged better touch. 
ing the -ſucceſſe of Civill and Ecclefiaſkicall af UTCS, th 

dime the. equall dependance 
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ten ſmitten, yet they returned not to God thar | 
them, becauſe they were 1gnorant of their has, for wh: 
he ſmote them. Thence in many grievous calamiti: 
the State, they did what Saien T ig by all polnick * mcans 
to uphold the ruincs thereot ; but vor there was 10 retor« 
mation at all of the horrible corruptions of Goas 1 
Religion. This they looked not afte: $11 all had bs 
well on that {1de; whereas indeed rhe maine cracke wi 
threatned the dowaetall of that glorious (tare, was not 14 
thc roote, or ſides of the bui i1din, 7. barely in thc Lav? 
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and Civi!! goyernement : vut in that onely ſtrong pillar, 
whereupon allrelted ,viz.Rcligion, now rent and (iivSed 
inpicccs. Had wc a hiſtory of thoſe times of the Iewith 
ſtare, compiled by Iewiſh Politicians living then, argl re- 
ating unto us the fame publike events, which wee ftinde 

" ecorded in Scripturcs, it would quickly appeare by the 
-OmMpat fon, that God judge otherwiſe of the cauſes of 

aſc things, than the State then did. Thoſe Rorics would 
be lic unto theſe written in latter ages, touching Chrilti. 
an Common-weaiths, where Church and Statc are put a- 
ſandcrgas having little dependance one upon another ; All 
1otable events,profperousor unhappy,the riſing or decay 
f ſtates, or great menin the ſtate, &c, are curiouſly enqui- 

ed into, all counſells and circumſtances ſcanned and cen- 

ſured ; but for Religion, what entercourſe it hath with ſuch 
events, thcre 1s "nt fo mach as a elauce that way, So 
»linde and earthly 1s every man, in diſccraing aright of 
Gods juJgements, and the courſe of his government over 
all humane afaires, Wherefore, that man may ſce his er- 
ror in this point, God hath beene pleaſed by revelation 
from heaven, to make knowne unto him the chiefe cauſe 
of ſuch calamitics, as come upon States and Kinzdomes 
profeſſing true Religion, For which purpoſe, God raiſed 
up Prophets trom time torime,to put the Jewesin remem- 
brance of that which otherwiſe they would not have 
thought of, -iz.that for their abominable corruptions in 
Gods worthip, and other ſinnes proceeding thence, they 
were thus plagued. Theſe men cryed ont loud enough te 
be heard, ſaying, as it is 2.Kmg.17.2 3, | Twrne from your 6+ 
vill waies, and keepe my commundements and my /tatater. | But 
then,as now , the poore Prophets preached to little pure 
poſe ; they mighttalke tillthey were weary, few men re« 
earded what they ſaid. Wherefore God hath cauſed their 
Sermons, and the Storics of their times, to be recorded in 
everlaſting monuments , that all ages of the world may 
take notice of the true cauſe of Gods judzements. Where- 
:n welſcc tharGod lets paſic, as ſcarce worth the _— 
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all civill conſiderations , and brings all the proſperity or 
adverſity of Church or Statc unto this head, ws.the Neg. 
Ic& or Regard had unto Religion and Tuſtice, 

The children of 1fracl did wickedly in the fight of the 
Lord, they ſerved Bas! and the gods of the Nations, the 
torſooke the Lord, they walked nor 1n his ſtatates, theſe 
be the reaſons, for which matrers goe il with them, as we 
may finde it at large exprefied , /wdy. 2. & 2.Kmyg.17.& 
2,Cbren.36, Y ca in this matter God gave untothem a ge- 
nerall rule, whereby to refife their judgement, and ours 
in the like caſe, in the 29 of Dexr. Where, Moſes tells 
them, that when their poſterity, or the ſtranger trom a far 
land ſhould ſee the plagues of the lewes countrey,and the 
diſcaſes thereof, wherewith the Lord ſhould ſmute tt, they 
would axe after the reaſon of it, and (ay { #herefore bath 
the Lord done thus wite this land ? what meaneth the beate of 
thus great anger? ] The anſwer tollowes.[ Then wen jball ſap, 
becarnſe they have forſaken the Covenant of the Lord God of 
therr fathers, which hee made wh them when bee brought them 
forth out of the land of Egypt. For they went and ſerved other 
gout And worſhipped them ; gods whom they knew rot, and whom 

e had net groen wnto them. And the anger of the Lord wa 
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kindled ag amft rh:s land, to bring wpor it all the curſes that are 
written wm this bock-. ] verſ.14.15.16.17. According to this 
obſervation we may judge of the ſtate of the Chriſtian 
Church,ruinatcd in the Fai by Saracens and Turkes,oycr- { 
run in the Weltby Gorhs, Vandals,and other Northren na- 
tio.2s, then when pure Religion was corrupted by Sets & 
Herefies, by ſaperſtitious abuſes brought into the worſhip , 
of God, eſpecially into the Sacrament,more and more pol- 
lutzd by abominable vanitics, by pride and contention a« ' 
mong the Biſhops, by negligence in the inferior Clergy, [: 
by turning, Religion into regular hypocrifie,cach one fcr- [ 
ving £04 atter the ſtatutes of Ah«b, and decrees of the # 
houſe of Grars, | meane, aftcr the rule of his new deviſed ' 
order , but not according to that rule preſcribed in the 
Word, whereby alone all nuit walke that looke for peace | 
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or upon themſelves and the Iſrael of God, When thumwby ſi. | 
[MN {tirion, protaneneſle, impicty, and all filthy corruptions 
in dofrine and mggners, the name of Chriſtian became 
he even to be a diſhonour unto Chriſt, God dealt with thera 
c as before he had done withthe Iewiſh Church, deliverin 
pd them over into the hands of cruell enemies, who _ 
ve and ſpoyled them on every fide, Bur yghat (hall wee ſay 
o unto Churches reformed and purged from the leaven of 
Ce ſuch corruptions ? may we apply this rule unto them? Yee 
rs wee mult even in theſe daics of diſtrefie and trouble, 
lis wherein God daſheth the nations of the carch together, 
* breaking them one upon another like earthen veſſcls.Now 
he that the Kingdomes of the carth are ſhaken, and the 
cy Church of God perſecuted and aflited with fire, ſword, 
ih and defolation; We that are yet but paſſengers, going on 
"s in quiet by the way , cannot but behold and bewaile her 
as, forrow, which ſitteth upon the ground , weeping fore in 
of the nighe for theſe miſeries that are come upon her. Oh 
Ta that our heads wee full of water , and our eyes a foun- 
ver taine of teares,that wealfſo could weep day and night for 
omn the ſlaine of the daughter of Zion / But now it we ſtand 
ik ſtill and wonder, and <nquire[” How doth the City /it ſo/itary Lam,1ivercy, 
oy that was full of prople ? bow /% become 4 widow ? ſhee that 
* WAY Freat y the Nations, © a Prmceſſe among the Provin- 
2n #7, how i+ ſhee become tribmtary ?) Heare what anſwer her 
I- ſelfe will make :[ The * yoks of my tranſgreſrions us bound by * Verſ.14. 
TY bu hand, they avs wreathed and come: up upon my necks; | ther- 
& fore it followes,[h- hath made my ſtrengrh to fall, the Lord 
ip hath delrwered mee imro thoir bands, from whom 1 am not able 
Il. $0 riſe wp. | And againe, [ * The Lords righteor, for [have * Verſ 18, 
2« rebelled agamft bis commandement; : Heave { pray you all peo- 
y, ple, and bebold my ſorrow , my * roms and my Jong men are 
"I's gone into captivity ] And againe,| * Rebeld, O Lord, for | am * Verſ,1@, 
he in diſtreſſe, my bowels are troubled, my heart is turned within 
ed we : For { have grietowſly rebelled. | Yea thus 15 it, Tisthe 
he finnes of a Church that kindle a fire in her palaces; Her 
ce finnes that ſharpen her cnemies ſword to the flaughter, 
OR L Her 
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Her finkes that deſtroy hcritrong Held, and make the 
rampart and the walltolament a languiih together. Let 
usnot here cry out upon men, complagne upon Princes, 
blame we know not whom , nor for what; as if all had 
been well, had they done, or would they doe as we hava 
contrived it : but lay wethe blame whererhe fault is, and 
fay we , Thatthembe the finnes of the Church that kepr 
good things from her,and brought evill upon her. And be 
we ſtill ſighing in filence,for tis the Lord hath done this ; 
even hc hathdone that which he had deviſed; he hath co. | 
vered the daughter of Zion with a cloud in his anger, and | 
caſt downe from heaven to carth the beauty of iſraclL In. 
deede, Reformation is a glorious name ; a Church refor- 
me4 and reſtored unto purity of doAtrine and diſcipline, 
is a glorious ſociety, Bur its one thing to have Gods pure 
worſhip eſtabliſhed by Law, another thing to have it ſet- 
tled in mens hcarts, and obſcrved in their prattice. The 
dodtrine of a Church may be pure, the Sacraments rightly 
adminiftred, the government duely ordered ;and yet God 
may be highly diſhonoured by that Church , when thac 
which is well appointed ts aot yet well uſed, This is haply 
the Corinthians caſe here inthe Text ; they did not, for 
ought we can prove , pervert the Inſtitution of the Sacra. 
" ment, adding or omitting any thing materiall to the ef. 
ſence thercot: but yet they diſpleaſed God in the celebra. 
rion of it, becauſe they obſcrvedthe cutward forme , but 
with irreligious and gracclefſe hcarts , nggking tothem- 
. ſelves no ſpirituall benctit at all. So is it with any Church 
wherein purity of Doctrine, Sacraments, and Diſcipline is 
maintained , this forme of godlinefſe is without the 
power of it, no fruits thereof appearing in mens obedi- 
encc anto the Goſpell. 1 ſpeake not this co accuſe our bre- 
thren, butto warne our ſelves. They feele the ſmart, and,no 
doubt, doe know their finnes. Our duety is to pray for 
them, thatGod would fpeake peace to his people in their 
aTiRtion, and reſtore unto them joy of heart for the daics 


cf mourning which they have ſeen, Well,lers pitic Reny 
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and looke we to our felyes, whoſe priviledges and bleſ. 
ſings arc as many as theirs, and our / haply more. Be 
we inſtant in prayer, that God will pardon the deformi. 
ties of our reformed Church; I meane, the negle@ of his 
Worſhip, the contempt of his Word, the ſcorning of his 
Miniſters, the profanation of the Sacraments, the deſpiſing 
of government, the ſchuſmes and diſcords amongſt us,the 
; rotaneneſle of mens lives, the Infidelity, Atheiſine, Pride, 
ntemperance, Injuſtice, with ſuch corruprions as diſgrace 
Chriſtian Religion, diſcredit our moſt Chriſtian Charch, 
| diſhonour God, and provoke his wrath agaialt the Land. 
Tis not the power of an enemy, the conſpiracy of [cſuites, 
the malice of hell that ſhall endanger us, if our fines doe 
not fight more powerfully againſt us, than the force or 
craft of any adverſary. Sparc then O God thy people, and 
be mercifull to the iniquities of the remnant of thine he- 
| _— Pardon our fins and helpe us graciouſly. So ſhall th 
| blefling alwaics continue upon the head of thine anointed, 
| thy favour upon his poſterity,thy peace upon this C —_— 
| and proſperity upon thy people. 1 have but one wor 
| more to Gy. and | have done; and that is, 
| Vſe 2 For cxhortation,that we would put in praftice 
what wee know touching this point. Profanencſle in mat- 
eters of Gods worſhip bring remporall and cternall puniſh. 
ments upon a man, ApPIY this to that condition wherein 
thou art, whether adverſity or proſperity, If aflition be 
| upon thee,on ty body, thy foule,thy name, thy eſtate, thy 
| friends,come to ſcrutinic & make ſearch where and what 
| thy ſinne is. Say with thy ſelfe, Doe not I negleR ſome 
parrs of Gods worſhip ? doe I not uſe others careleſly? 
Where thou findeſt the fault, repent of it, amend it ſpee- 
| dily, and fo God will _— hisrcd _—_ Rs in = 
| time make thy pathsproſycrous, Bur 1t they beſo already, 
and thou defireſt ro hive thy peace continued unto thee, 
here learne the way to enjoy comforts,and prevent many 
forrowes. Attend diligently unto the worſhip of God, do 
not ſlubber it over , doc him tan oe" doe it faichtully, 
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elſctis no ſervice but Nloath. Heare the Word, but atten. 
tively, and mixec it with faith; pray, but fervently ; faſt, bur 
unlo« the bonds of wickednefle; receive the Sac rament, 
bur fraitfully. Doe not theſe things as common bulineſles, 
goc not to Church asthou wouldcſt Zoe to thy chamber, 
preach not , nor heare a Sermon as thou wouldeſt doc an 
Oration , pray not to God as thou w: uldeſt ſpeake to a 
man, come nor to the L rds Tablc as 0 an rdinary re- 
paſt. Put on other affeAtions and thoughts infacred,than 
thou doeſt in ctvill buſineſles : advite thy ſclte before thou 
meddle withthem; in doing of them {tirre up thy heart to 
a regard of God with whom thou haſt rocoe;of thy ſoule, 
whoſe well oz ill fare depends much upon theſe things, 
Know that it is no light matter to mocke (od to his face, 
ro come before him with the body, and draw necre with 
the lippes, butturne from him in thy heart,to make a ſhew 
of regarding him, but indeed to {Ictght him. Remember 
Salomons rule,| Take heed to thy forte, Fe, | Eccleſ.$,1, when 
thou goeſt to the Houſe of God, s.e. to performe any wor- 
hip to him, take heed to thy footing, be adviſed where. 
abours thou zoclt, | 41d be mire neere to heare, that 15,10 0s 
bey Gods will declared unto thee in his Word, { than to ofe. 
fer the ſacrifice of fooles, ] 1.0, to obſerve the ceremonie and 
outward worſhip, without obedience and inward grace ; 
as fooles doe, who thinke by ſuch {crvice they pleate God, 
whereas in ſo doing, they doe evill and ſorely offend him. 
Only this {pirituall ſervice in taith and obedience is accep- 
.table ; all other without this 1s vaine, neither pleaſcth 
God nor profits us. This doing wee ſhall have good pro-, 
ſperity, providing well for our comfort in this life,in the 
eſcape of many evils that protanen:fle would bring onus, 

and alſo tor our honincts in the world to come. 

Thus much be ſpoken touching the puniſhment of the 
kinne of Vaworthy receiving ; namely , that by ſo doins 
men rurac them into hazzard of temporall and eternal! 
—_— this 29.verſe. I now proceed untothe 30. 
yerle, where the Apaltle ſhewes nnto the Coeinthians 
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the danger of their profanation of the Sacrament, by a 
particular inſtance of their preſent miſerable condition, 
wherein they now were by reaſon of ſuch their offence, 
What hce had ſpoken generally touching all enworthy 
Communicants, that they cate and drinke damnation un« 
ro themſclves, he declares to be moſt true in a recall CxPC» 
riment among, themſclves,tnthe words of the zo.verſe. 

[ For thus Canſcy many among you are wen, and ficke , and 

many ſlerpe. ] 

They need not looke farrefora proofe , let them but 
turne home their eyes upon themielves, they might ſee ap- 
parant markes of Gods anger againſt them, tor their ſinne- 
tall abuſe of the blcfled Sacrament. The weake and lickly 
bodies, the dead carkaſes of ſo many among them, were 
witnefles ſufficient that God was highly difpleaſed atthem 
for profaning his holy Table, The words fall into two 

n & 2. £ . 
parts, t Irit, a C aulc | For this Canſe #1 77 tor this mat- 
ter ; namely, a finne detore mentioned, for not diſcerning 
the Lords Body in the Sacrament. Secondly,aneffeRt,and 
that is a particular puniſhment,deſcribed 1.by the perſons 
upon whom tis inflited, The Corinthians; and that not 
one or two, but many there werc that ſuffered it [| Many 
among you,3e. | 2.by the qualities and degrees of this pu- 
niſhment,tis Bodily, upon the outward man,in three de- 
grecs, Weaknefles,Sickneſles,and Death.[ Many are weake | 
(<0we s) and fickc CEE and maily llecp(au)a)i,e,arc 
dead. Ot thelc briefly and plainly. 

[ For this cauſe, The Apoſtle here admoniſheth them of 
thar, which of themſclves they would not ealily have 
thoughtof. God punitheth them , yer ſill they profane 
the Sacrament ; and why ? they are not aware that thoſe 
plagues were ſent of Gol tor thattheir fin, Therefore the 
Apoſtle points out unto them the true cauſe of all their mi- 
fery,[ For this cauſe |{aith he, are yee, puniſhed ; whatever 
elſe they might vainely imagine , twas their abuſe of the 
Lords Supper that drew on all that muſchicſe. To tcack 
«s, That 
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[Many men are puniſhed, who yet are 1gnorant of the 
cauſe why they are puniſhed. ] 

Naturally we are all children of darknefſe,and,like men 
in the dacke, wee know nor by whom nor wherefore wee 
ar ſinitten, When God ſtrikes nsfor ſinne, Satan deales 
with us as the Tewes with Chrift, blindfold him, and chen 
bid him propheſic who {more him. So in aHidtions, wee 
commonly grope as blinde men, gheffing at this cauſc,and 
that, but ſcidome faſtening on the right. It is the great 
unhappincfle of our ignorant and corrupted mindes,never 

know arizht our friends or our foes; and tis thepollicy 
of Satan to delude our judgements by carnall reaſoning, 
that when God afiifts us to bring us to repentance, wee 
ſhould yet then doe more and more wickedly, by not ſce. 
ing nor amending the ſinne for which wee are puniſhed ; 
that fo by finne we might be drought into miſery, and by 
miſcry our finne might be yet increaſed, This note ſerves 
us unto a double uſe: 

I. Toletus uuderſtand, what,among other.is one true 
cauſe of mens Vnprofitableneſſe under the afiiQing hand 
of God. Hence their murmnring, and impatience, and 
want of reformation, becauſe they do nor rightly diſcerne 
the cauſe, wherefore this or that puniſhment lies upon 
them, Creatures accuſtomed nnto darknefle, are of all o- 
ther moſt fierce and furious; as beaſts of prey : ſomen abi- 
ding in the darknefſeof corrupted nature, have brutuh and 
fell affetions , Full of rage and wrathfulnefle, when th 
are provokt by any ſmart and paine, they fly upon God, 
and man, and all that comes next to hand, hoping to rid 
themſclvycs of their aflictions, not by a reformation, bur by 
revznge. But whenonce ſuch men arc brought forth into 
the light,they grow tamer;then they ſee the foulenefle of 

their ow much evill they have done, yer how 
lirtlethey ſuffer mm compariſon;whence they truely judge, 
that tis unreaſonable to murmure againſt God, who hath 
fo great reaſon to chaltiſe them. 

2. Totcach us what juſt cauſe there 1s, that we —_ 
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_ be correfted of God , tothe end, wee may come tothe FEY 


knowledge of our ſelves. Indeede correftions of them» 
" ſelves cannot doe this ;tis the Word and InftruRtion that 
< brings us to knowledge of our eſtates. But — 
_ tructions pierce not,till correRtions have tharpencd them, 
" A man that lives at peare and hearts caſe, is apt to paſſe by 


c rebukes with very little notice of them, perhaps with con- 
d tempt, becauſe he judgeth himſclfe well : but when cha- 
at {tiſcments have Gttened the heart, and awakened the 
-r conſcience, then rebukes have a keener edge, and they 
y wound deeply. Wherefore Salomon faith excellently, Prov, 
£, 6.23. [The commandement it 4 lawerne, and initruttion 4 
ec hght : and correflions with wftrattion are the way of life. In. 
__ iCnRtions are the light that guides us in the way ; but cor- 
F reions,joyned with them,doe quicken our eye-ſight,and 
by make us heedfull to follow the dire&ions of the Word, It 
cs is with man in this caſe, as with dogges and other unrea- 
ſonable creatures,(tor every man borne,is, as /eb ſpeakes, 
ue like a wilde Aﬀe colt) which when they arc puniſhed for 
ad any fault, wee uſually bring them unto the ſight of thar 
ad thing, wherein they have done it, elſe theylenever amend 
ne it. Such is our dulneſſe in diſcerning of our faults, that 
on we ſcldome acknowledgeand amend them, till correQion 
Os have made us looke about us, and learne that which in- 
bi- ſtruftion alone could not teach us, [ /r « good for mee, ſaith PL: Ig.71. 
nd the Prophet David, that I have beene afflicted , that I might 
1 leerne thy Law. ] Had hee not been taught it before? Yes, 
= but Vexatio dat Imteleflum, Adverſity was a better School- 
rid maſter than In{truftion, and that makes him now to heed, 
by what before hce attended not, Wherefore when Gods 
nto hand is any time heavieupon us, let this be our firtt care, 
: of that[ Every one know the plag ue in his owne heart, ] as Salomon 


ow ym 1, King 8.38. This knowledge of the fſinne is the 

rſt tepto repentance,and that is the only way to cſcape 
ath thepumiſhment, Let us imitate the Church in the third 
Chapt.of the Lamentations, firft lay downe this as a generall 


uld c , That Gnne brings affliction, [ #berefore doth 4 
be lump 
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living man complain: 4 man for the puniſhment of bus fone; ? ] 
verl.39. Thence goc to a particular application to our 
ſelves , entering into a ſerious conſideration of our owne 
waicsz0 finde the finne tor which we are affited,[ Le: ww 
(earch and iry 7 waiter, and tune ag ame wnio the Lard. Lit ah 
lift wp our heart with onr hands wits Go 1m the beavens. We 
bave tranſpreſſed, and have rebelled, and thow ba/t net pardoned, 
&e. ]ver(.40.41.,4 2. Without this courſe obſcrved, there 
15 nothing to be expected from a man in affliftion and mi- 
ſcry, but only ſullen and unjult complaints, with ſtabborne 
continuance in his finne. He will blame God, and curſe 
men, cry out upon the malice of Satan , the malignity of 
the Starres, the unhappy concourſe of ſecond cauſes , hee 
will tinde tault with all things, and that moſtly which 1s 
leaſt to be blamed, not contidering mceane while that his 
finne hath procurcd all this unto him. | #by cryeft thou in 
thine afflitiior ? ) faith God to the Tewith Church, ler. 30. 
r5.complaining bitterly of her miſcrable eſtate, Why crick 
thou ? W hat doeſt thou complaine to no purpoſe ? It thou 
wilt grieve at any thing gricve for thy finne, never looke 
to cure thy ſorrow till thy finne bee cured; tor fo it fol- 
lowes,| Thy ſorrow 11 incur ab/e for the multitude of thine 111- 
guity : becauſe thy ſinners were increaſed I bave done theſe thingy 
wnto thee, ] Now to avoide this milchicte,obſerve a few 
direftions,which may help us to finde out our {inne when 
we lic under puniſhment : they are theſe, 

1. Diligent meditation in the Word, whereby wee 
(hall learne what are the finnes that goe betore ſuch and 
fuch- puniſhments ; whercunto wee mult joyne humble 
prayer unto God for wiſedome to diſcerne of our owne 
corrupt hearts and lives: that ſoby the light of the Word, 
and alliltance of the Spirit, we may follow the ſcarch mill 
we finde out the malctactor, When the Ifraclites were 
beaten by the Cananirtes at Ai . and that they were 12n0- 
rant tor what offence that diſaſter happened tothem, [#- 
Jhna and the Elders betake them to faſting aud praycr ©&- 
tore the Arke.After that, God faith to /ybwa, | Ger thee »p, 
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where fore lieft thou thus won thy face? [ral hath forned.) Toſh. 
7.20.21, Twas Achens privie theft of execrable 2oods 
that had troubled all Ifrael : till that be expiated,God will 
not bee with them any longer, Let us due the like when 
any unknowne ſinne troubles us, when our bodies are Gi. 
(tempered, our eſtates vexed, our conſciencces diſquicted, 
and we know not well wheretore: Fall we downc betorg 
the Arke, go to the Word & Prayer,aske counſ lt of od, 
and hee (hall diſcover unto us what is that Achan, wha:r 
the ſecret accurſcd finne that workes 11s all this woe. 

.2. Conſider wee diligently the quality of the punith. 
ment itſelte ; for the rule holds true very commonly, that 
God puniſheth men in the ſame kinde wherein they of- 
fend. Whence it will be cafie, by the puniſhment to judge 
of the finne : 18a Land be fwitren with a famine of breed, 
is 1t not becauſe plenty hath bred luxury ? it with a famine 
of the Word , was it not becauſc it was entertained with 
diſobedience and contempt ? if with poverty,tis becauſe ri- 
ches bred vices: if David defile nis neighbours wite, fo 
ſhall A5/olom deale with his &wne c: ncubines ;1t he mur- 
der Uriah, fo ſhall Abſo/om doc to Ammon, and ſecke to doe 
the ſame tn his father. 1s a man vexed with diſobedient 
children,s likely himſcltfc was{o to his owne parents ? it 
friends be unfaithfullto thee , ha't not thou beene fo to 
thine ? or haſt thou not made fcih thine arme, and pur 
more truſt in them, than God? Is diſgrace fallen upon 
thee, and waſt thou not proud betore ? Doe thy gitrs of 
minde or body decay, and is it not becauſe thou art high 
minded, unthankfull to God,and ſcornefull of meaner Ven harplieh 
men ? In ſhort, looke unto the | qr IT ey confider it nay aa 
duely ;we ſhatl commonly finde, that in the ſame, or fome jc, |... 
other kinde neerly proportionable,'as we have done in fin- commuted 
ning, fo God hath done to us in punifhing, wrh greateſt 

3. Obſerve adviſedly the inditements, which at ſuch plea'ore and 

a | | .- (ecurity. 
a time thy conſcience ſhall bring-in againit thee. Conlct - 
ence isa faithiullRegiſter, and what ever drowſinefic may 
pollefle it in times of peace, yet fo ſoone as its netled and 
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&ung with the feare of approaching judgement, or the 
enſe of preſent ſmart, it growes very clamorous, and wil! 
give us information rouching our cl tate, both true enough 
and loud enongh if we liſt ro heare and obſerve what it 
Gith.If a ſtorm be toward, the ſea quickly torerokens it by 
irs working, and change of colour. And in corrupt bodicy, 
the leaſt alteration of the weather, breeds a diltemper i; 
them. So doe al outward changes,wherher telt or teared, 
worke ſtrange alterations in the ſoule thats tainted with 
the guilt of any foule tranſgr. Mons. Then be (innes that 
were almolt forgotten , all muſtcred vp rogerher , and 
brought to a freſh remembrance as if done tut yeſterday ; 
and if wec doe attentively marke what Conſcience then 
pleads againſt us , we (ball heare it ring in oureares ſuch 
voices as theſe, Loe, ſcelt chou not judgement ready now 
to take bold on thee for fuch a ſinne, at ſuch a time co» 
mitted ? And theu beeſt remembred , once thou commit» 
tcdlt ſuch 2 ſecret abomination , now ſee God puntſherth 


thee for it openly : S6 many yeares agoe ſucha villany was 


done by thee, now at laſt {5rd hath met with thee for it, 


Admirable is the worke of Confſcicnce in this r22ard,and 
vcr) remarkeable in the brethreg of Toſeph : They had (old 
their bruther , and cooſencd their father, and all was 
mult; up TO1 2 10 Sg UNC, A*rcr they LOE downe to Egypt; 
they are roughly vied th re by their unknowne brother, 
impriſoned as Spics, no cntreatics nor apologies will 
ſerve their turne. Now their finne revives, and their bro- 
ther le{epb comes intorhcir mindes ; they cannot keepe it 
in , their traiterous and unmercitull uſage of their poore 
brother,ſwels in their conſe iences,and burſtsforth attheir 
tongues : they cannot take ſo muchtime 48 till they be all 
in private, but even in /eſepbs prefence they muſt out with 
it, E Wee have fined 414\nit or brother, the, —— therefore « 
thu trouble core wpon ws. | Gen.42.,21. So Tob in his elder 
carcs, when he fcll intorhoſe great calamities , though 
ly and good man, yet confeſſeth that he fmarted for the 


finacg of his youth, [_ Thea wreteft buter things ag ani} po 
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where the diſcaſc | 


uſc tr, bring deſtruction v 
Apoltle, hath the + 


the concluſicn is, That 

{ The abuſe of ſpiritual 
dily and temporall good things. } 

This is agreeable to reaſon and equity, That where the 
greater good is defpifed, there men 
with deprivation of that good 
more intheir cſtecme; tothe end,that by the wane of this, 
they might learne to have a better regard untothe other. 
They that abuſe fpirituall good things, wiil much more a- 
buſe corporall gocd things: wheretore God at once both 
prevents their linne in theſe, by taking them away , and 
alſo peniſheth their ſinne in thoſe , by ſuch a deprivation 
of the ſe. Beſides, it is the nature of finne; as it inteRts the 
foule, fo it hurts the body, and all externail good thinzs. » 
Adam: abuſe of the forbidden fruit, brought deſtruction 
upon his ſoulc, and death upon his body, and a curſe upo1 
2.lthe world, which God had given him as his patri- 
mony and inheritance__No lcfic 


both. 


of thus lite 
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and makeft mer to yoſſeſſe the fornes of my youth, )(aith hee, lob 
1 3-26, Sinne may be ſoone commitred, but tis not ſo ſoon 
forgorten : God remembers it , and Conſcience regiſters 
it, and an hundred yeares aiterthe fa& done, a man may 
heare on't againe, to his woe and griefe, 
By theſe three directions well obſerved, we may ſpec« 
dily atraine the knowledge of our ſinne, for which, at any 
time, Gods 50 10m py lies upon us: that ſo knowing 
icth, we may with ſpeedy fucceſſe apply 

the medicine of Repentance and true Reformation, And 
ſo much of this point, I goe forward. 
[ For this canſe many are weaks. ] For the abuſe of the Sx- 
crament, in not diſcerning the Lords Body, God plagued 
them in their owne bodies withdiſcafes and death. Hence 


things, cauſe th loſſe of bos 


ould be puniſhed 


which is leſle in worth, but 


dangerous is the abuſe of 


the commanded truit (that we fo call Iclus Chriſt, the 
Tree of Life ) in the Sacrament. They that cate it wor- 
thily,feed thereby borh foule and body;they that protanely 
Godlinefle, faith tne 
and that which is 
co 
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ro come ; e;Jand therefore on the contrary, V1 iLodlineſſe, 
hath thc threatnings of both.[ My ſonne, l« e thine heart 
keepe my commandements, ]ſaith Salomon, Prov.z. 1. If he 
doc it, they ſhall bring him increaſe ot daies, proſperity, 
fayour in the ſighr of Godand man, health to his navel!, 
and marrow unto his bones , with 2bundance unto The 
batnes and winepreſſes, as it followes 1n thc next verſes nf 
that Chapter. So on the other {1de,where God 18 difobey. 
cd, his Word and Ordinances deſpited , there nothing 
thrives well, neither for body, nor name, nor goods, "i. 
ſinne, like a blaſting winde, makes all ro wit her and fade 
away hike a lc ate. This may Icflon us two thines: 

| That if we would have our bodies and lives to! be pre- 
cious in Gods account, we learn our fclves to make preci- 
ous accomnrt of his f{crvice and holy ordinances. It wee 
contemne the ſacred Body and Bloud of Chriſt, and make 
no reckoning of his dc ath, it is but juſt with God tO give 
up our vile and ſinnefull bodics to bee as dung tor th 
carth, that ſicknefle ſhould confume us, and the g1 Avec 
have dominion OVer Us, 

No marvell it we be left in bodily weakneſſes, when 
we labournotto fteele the ftrengthening power and com- 
fort of the Sacrament in our foules. It wc diſhonour God 
in deſpifing his Werd,and Sacraments 3, and Miniſters, tis 
equall that he hould | poure contempt upon us,and give us 
our namcs for a rcproach ut 108 carth, They onely Can pie. 
pect that God ſhould have 2 render regard of their livcs, 
and health, and credit, and other go! xd things they enycy, 
who have themſclves a dutitull reſpe& f his glory | and 
doe with all thankfulnefle & good c nſcience,receive and 
uſe the favours and meanes of gracc he beltowes on them. 


2. This ſhewes the caule, why many times thoſc thar 


proteflc rruc Relig 710N \tarc vW w(c than others, in regard 
fo many troubles 5 and aFitions as betide them more than 
others. The reaſon is, becauſe as the {pirituall good things 
which God hefining th on his Church, are ercatcr than a- 
ny other favours which he imparts unto other men ; {o is 
their 
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for refeiving the Surr ament, 


their abuſe of them more highly difpleaſing unto God, 
than others contempt.of more inferiour favours. But of 
this I have ſpoken largely upon the 29 verſe, therefore 1 
doe but name it now, Toproceed, 

[ Many among you are ſicke, ec. ] Many : The finne of 
protaniugthe Sacrament, was not a particular private fin 
of ſome one or tew among the Corinthians ; but it was a 
publike diforder,and a common fault of the greateſt part. 
Now accordingly, the puaiſhmenr lights not upon a few, 
here 2nd there one ; but upon Many : as there were man 
that had ſinned. Bur yet touching the community of theſe 
judgements upon the Corinthian Churchyit is tobe noted, 
that they were not ſuch judgements as came indifferently 
upon the City of Corinth. For then they might have re. 
plycd , that theſe ſickneiſes and death came not upon 
them for their protanation of the Sacrament, ſeeing they 
lighted as well upon the reſt of the Idolatrous Citizens. 
Wherefore as the finne was peculiar unto the Chriſtians 
that were in Corinth, fo alfo were thefe puniſhments, in 
ſome fpcciall extraordinary manncr, inf1ted on them ; 
whereby it appeared, that God fingled then our in ſpeci- 
all for their toule protanation of his molt holy worſhip, 
The praIicall concluſion hence 1s, T hat 

| [Common fins, have common puniſhments. 

When the VIcer is ſpread over the whole body, a Plai- 
fter is ill applied but untoone part, Where God comes to 
cure, hc hts his medicine to the difcaſle ;and where hee 
comeste kill, his conſuming wrath runnes fo tarre as doth 
the overflowing of iniquity in that place, wherewith hee 
hath todeale. 1t he be to pumith a whole world, after hee 
hath provided for the ſafcty ot his Church, all the reſt pe- 
riſh to the laſt man. It he be todeſtroy a Sodome, wherein 
there is not onc righteous , they ſhall die every mothers 
ſonne of them. T his may teach us a twotold leflon: 

1. That if we will eſcape from common plagues, we 
learne to live free from common ſinnes. Let us not Pare 
take with others in their ſinnes, left wee allo ſhare with 
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Chriſlien direftions 
them in their puniſhments. { Flee ont of the middeſt of Babel, 
and delrver every man bu ſoule be not diftroyed m te m quay, | 
faich the Prophet eremy, Chapt 5 1.8. unto the lewes re» 
ſiding at Babylon in Chaldca. | Gs o#t of her my people gat 
gee be not partakers of ber fins, and thet yee r:cerye mot of boy 
plagues, ] faiththe voice from heaven unto the godly, abi. 
ding in the myfticall Romiſh Babylon. Let us now tul. 
low this admonition , and withdraw our ſclves from a- 
mongſt all ungodly perſons in the world; not inplace, ter 
then we muſt goe out of the world: but in our love and 
p—_ of their wicked doings,that in nothing we have 

cllowſhip with the unfruitfull workes of darknefſe. How 
ſhall we doe this,yee will ſay ? The beſt way we can fol. 
low, is this, Learne to mourne for common ſinnes, and 
ſo thou ſhalt be ſure to live free trom them. Put on that 
holy afteRion which was in David, Let thinceyes runne 
with rivers of waters, becauſe men torſake Gods I aw, 
lake not thy ſeclfe ſport with other mens (ins ; dut when 
thou lookeſt on them, let thine eye breake thy heart with 
godly forrow, for the Irreligious contempt of Gods Word 
and Worſhip,the pride,the excefſe, the oppreſſion, the 
ſwearing, the drunkenneſle, that fills every corner of the 
Land, It therc be any ſparke of truc love tothe Church 
and State whercin thou liveſt, if any picy of che foulcy of 
thy brethren, let it grieve thy foule ro ſee men poſt madly 
unto deftrution,and weepe in ſecret to ſce the meaſure of 
iniquity riſing up to the brimme, to the haſtening of dc- 
ſtruction upon Church and State. Be a mourner im Zion, 
and ſoc{cape the puniſhment of the ſinners in Zion ; that 
when fcarcand confufion takes hold ou them, thou mailt 


*Erck p-4-14 be * marked out to fatety and deliverance. Other meancs 


to provide for thy weltare in common calamitics,there is 
none at all. As for ſach as will continue to be as bad as the 
worſt, and yet hope,by finencfle of wit and policy,to ſpecd 
as well as the beſt, let ſuch ſcurnfull men, and mockers of 
Gods counſel, read with attention that excellent place, 
Eſa.18.14. eq. Where they may fee ſuch their vaine 

confidence 
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, confidence pulled downe to the duſt, in the example of 
] others that have likewiſe truſted to it,& bin confounded, 
- 2. Wee learne hence what to judge of any Chriſtian 
f Church,when once corruptions grow common and over. 
. fpreading all If God begin once to take in hand to puniſh 
[= fich a Church, wiil ir be, thinke you,ſome light rouch,and 
be eaiic aHiRtion? Nay, Flage/nm mundant , an over-fiowin 
p | ſcourge is then to be expected, a ſcourge that ſhall go tho- 
r rough every quarter of the Church, to whip out from 
4 thence thoſe that have polluted & defiled it by their abo. 
'e minations in every place. Theſe Corinthians were but a 
= 1 poor handfull of people,newly drawn out of Gentiliſme,in 
[- oneno very great City,yetſ.c how (harply the Lord deals 
3% with them for this one abuſe of the Sacrament, of 
at Y thoſethatin all were buta few, are ſeverely paniſhed for 
"ce it. W hat then,and how fore will. be the judgements of ſuch 
7. Y Churches, which have flouriſhed in largenefle of extent, 
mn FF aboundanceof peace, glorious light and liberty of theGoe 
th AF foclt folong,wheren yet the fruits of Obedience, worthy 
rd of ſo unſpeakeable mercies,arc notro be found? ludgement 
= is already begun at the houſe of God, and we cannot bur 
he with bleeding hearts bewaile the woſull deſolations come 
ch pon ſomc,and the utter ruine threatened untoall forraine 
of | no Oh my beloved brethren, let us pray daily and 
lly fervently, that the Lord would now-ſay to hisd<ftroying 
of Angell, It is ſufficient, Hold now thy hand. That he would 
Ics make wars to ccaſc unto the ends of the carth, that hee 
Ol, would give peaceto them his people, who want it,thac he 
nat will continue peace to us hispeople,that yer enjoy it. That 
__ the cup of his furious indignation, whercot ſo many nati= 
c® Y onsof the carth have beene made todrinke, may nor paſſe 
> 3 over unteus ; butthe dregges thereot, ut any remaine, may 
the rather bee powred out upon the nations that know him 
ed | not, nor call upon his Name : bnt amongſt us for ever may 
$ of his Goſpell fiouriſh, upon ns be his peace and proteRtion 
ics IJ wito the worlds cnd. amen, © Lord, for thy Son Chrilts 
_ ſake, 1cometothe laſt words, 
"NCC [ Many 


88 


Chriſtian direflions » 


[ Many weak ſick, many icep. JHere 15 the puniihment 
in the three degrees of it : 1. Weakneſſes, vis. the firſt lan. 
euiſhing of the body,and inclination unto diſcaſcs: 2.5ick. 
neſſes, the next degree, when diſcaſes had tully ſeazed or 
the body: 3.Death,the laſt degree and complement of both 
the former. Now of the two hirſt degrees, which were the 
leſſer cvills, rhe Apoſtle ſaith, that mer Mais, Many were 
afflicted with them: but of the third, the greater evill, 
namely, Death,he alters the word,and faith, izavs xupu]ay, 
Satss mewlts , nota tew werc dead, eh: ugh not {0 many as 
weake and ſicke. From this diverſity in thtfe puniſhments, 
obſcrye we in the laſt place, That 

[God in puniſhing man for fin, orders his puniſhments 
difterently , ACCO! Ang to the QUUITY « t che offence X and 
party offending, } 

Some ſinncs are of deeper dye than others, and require 
more wathing to ſcqure them off. Same are like unto hu- 
mours ſettled in rhe body, w= require {tronger potions to 
purge them out ; others begas ſome unfirmitics,ne wly tallcn 
upon the body, which arc cured by mcdicines of weaker 
mgredicnts. 


As when men have madea bargaine, men will have car- 


neſt, or ſo to confirme ut ; ſois the Sacramcant to contirme 
the Covcuant, 
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